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“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”  Acts 16:31  
 
Christianity is all about freedom   
That surprises some folks, who think accepting and following Jesus might 
be a straight-jacket of sorts.  But the reality is, God loves to set people 
free.  Including today.  Including us.  Whatever is holding us back, or has 
us pinned down or stuck, Jesus is all about setting people free.   

“So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.”  Jesus, in John 8:36 
 

In the historical account we’ll see today, a girl is set free from spiritual 
oppression, Paul and Silas are set free from prison, and a prison warden 
and his family are set free from the abuses and guilt of their past.   

 
Our most powerful witness might happen in our worst moments 
It happened with Paul & Silas, and might happen with us. 

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the 
magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods.  

After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 
prison…About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening.” Acts 16:22-25 

 
How can any one of us be truly set free? 
This is what sets Christianity apart from every other religion in the world.  

The prison warden “brought them out and asked, ‘Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?’  They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved—you and your household.’ Then they spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that 
hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; 
then immediately he and all his household were baptized.” 16:30-34 

 

Every other religion is basically a variation of the same theme:  good 
people have a pleasant afterlife or reincarnation.   
 

The Bible has a different message:  “You see, at just the right time, when 
we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”  Romans 5:6 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
God loves us enough to get our attention in a variety of ways 
 He may put us under intense pressure. 

“…the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully.”  Acts 16:23  
 We might see displays of his power that are hard to deny. 

“Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken.  At once all the prison doors flew open,  
and everyone’s chains came loose.”  Acts 16:26 

 Our job or future may be put in jeopardy. 
“The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he 
drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the 
prisoners had escaped.”  Acts 16:27 

 There may be winsome believers who cross paths with us. 
“Paul & Silas spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others 
in his house.” Acts 16:32 

 At some point, a crisis causes us to realize we can’t do it on our own 
and need the help of Someone far greater than we are. 
“The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul 
and Silas…‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’”  Acts 16:29-30 

 He’ll use any means necessary to pursue us; he loves us that much. 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”  Luke 19:10 

 Joy comes when we realize the gift we’ve been given. 
He “was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God.” 16:34 

 

A prayer expressing our openness to believe 
God, if you exist, you know that I am not a believer.  So please, 
God, give me the gift of faith, in your time, and in your way.  I 
want to believe whatever is true.  Amen. 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


