
COMPREHENSION
PASSAGE-1

The United Nations Fourth World Women’s
Conference had a colourful start at Beijing on Septem-
ber 4th. This is the century’s most crucial conference
which aimed at changing the status quo of women’s
lives characterised by inequality.

In a preliminary session, Ms. Aung Suu Kyi, the
Nobel Peace Prize winner said that expanding women’s
power will bring greater peace and tolerance to the
world.

“It is not the prerogative of men alone to bring light
to this world. Women with their capacity for compas-
sion and self-sacrifice, with their courage and perse-
verance have done much to dissipate the darkness of
intolerance and hate”, said Mrs. Suu Kyi.

In the afternoon session Ms. Ayako Yamaguchi, a
Japanese delegate, launched a petition against beauty
pageants. “What right do men have to evaluate women
in a few minutes? All women are beautiful. Beauty is
something different for everyone”, Ms. Ayako
Yamaguchi said.

“Beauty contest are used as trade and exploitation.
The training is very vigorous, but it is the organisers, not
the women, who get the full benefit”, said Ms. Ranjana
Bharagava. “After the competition, the women become
trapped and the abuse and the bad things begin. The
women are tainted, no one else will accept them”.
1. The women’s World Conference was very impor-

tant because-
(a) Ms. Aung Suu Kyi has just been awarded the

prestigious Nobel Peace Prize
(b) Ms. Aung Suu Kyi was taking part in the

Conference
(c) Its main purpose was to change inequalities

between men and women
(d) It was to protest against beauty contests

2. Which of the following arguments of Ms. Aung
Suu Kyi is not true?
(a) Women also can bring greater peace to the

world
(b) Men cannot claim they have done more for

peace
(c) Women have the capacity for compassion and

sacrifice
(d) Men have done nothing to dissipate ignorance

3. The main emphasis in Ms. Ayako Yamaguchi’s
argument is-
(a) Men have no right to judge women
(b) Men should be given more time to evaluate

women
(c) All women are beautiful in a way
(d) Beauty contests are not necessary

4. “Beauty is something different for everyone”. This
statement means-
(a) Beauty is certainly different from ugliness
(b) Beautiful women do not mingle with other

women
(c) Beauty cannot be defined adequately
(d) Each woman is beautiful

5. “Colourful start” in sentence I refers to-
(a) Participants who were all beautiful
(b) A lot of excitement and cheerfulness in the

conference hall
(c) Absence of black coloured girls
(d) Flags of various colours outside the conference

hall
PASSAGE-2

Antigone was one of the daughters of Oedipus, that
tragic figure of male power who had been cursed by
gods for mistakenly killing his father and subsequently
marrying his mother and assuming the throne of Thebes.
After the death of Oedipus, civil war broke out and a
battle was waged in front of the seventh gate of Thebes-
his two sons led opposing factions and at the height of
the battle fought and killed each other.  Oedipus brother,
Creon, uncle of Antigone, was now undisputed master
of the city.  Creon resolved to make an example of the
brother who had fought against him, Polynices, by
refusing the right of honourable burial.  The penalty of
death was promulgated against any who should defy
this order.

Antigone was distraught, Polynices had been left
unburied, unwept, a feast of flesh for keen eyed carrion
birds. Antigone asks her sister Ismene, for it was
challenge to her royal blood.  “Now it is time to show
whether or not you are worthy of your royal blood.



Is he not my brother and yours? Whether you like it or
not? I shall never desert him-never!”  But Ismene
responds, “How could you dare- when Creon has
expressly forbidden it? Antigone, we are women, it is
not for us to fight against men.”  With a touch of
bitterness, Antigone releases her sister from the
obligation to help her, but argues she cannot shrug off
the burden.  “If I die for it, what happiness! Live, if
you will live, and defy the holiest of laws of heaven.”
1. What is the main theme of the story of Antigone?

(a) One must be truthful and honest
(b) There is conflict between the laws of men and

heavenly laws
(c) One must be true to one’s kin
(d) War is an evil

2. Why did antigone decide to defy the orders of
Creon?
(a) She loved her brother
(b) She was to give an honourable burial to her

brother
(c) She felt she was bound by her heavenly

obligation
(d) To teach Creon a lesson

3. What, in your opinion, would have been the logical
end of the story?
(a) Antigone might have agreed with her sister

and refrained from giving a burial to polynices
(b) Antigone might have been allowed by Creon

to give a decent burial to her brother
(c) Antigone might have defied the order of Creon

but forgiven by him
(d) Antigone might have been executed for

defying the order of the king
4. What was the status of women in the

contemporary society?
(a) They were liberated
(b) Could have taken their own decisions
(c) Considered themselves inferior and subordinate

to men
(d) Claimed equality with men

5. The civil war in Thebes broke out because
(a) Of the curse of the Gods
(b) The brothers of Antigone were greedy
(c) There was a fight among the sons of Oedipus

for the inheritance of the kingdom
(d) There was a conflict between the sons of

Oedipus and Creon
6. A carrion bird is a bird

(a) Which eats human flesh
(b) Which eats dead bodies
(c) Which eats only grain
(d) Of prey

7. Why did Creon deny a decent burial to Polynices?
He did so because
(a) He did not love polynices
(b) Polynices fought against Creon
(c) Polynices was disobedient to Creon
(d) Polynices did not show bravery

8. Why did Ismene not support Antigone?
(a) She was weak and did not have the courage to

defy the orders of the powerful king
(b) She did not consider it right ot defy the king
(c) She did not think it fit to defy her uncle

especially after the death of her father
(d) She did not believe that polynices deserved a

better tratment
9. Why did the Gods curse Oedipus?

Because Oedipus
(a) Killed his father and married his mother
(b) Killed his father
(c) Married his mother
(d) Commited an unknown sin

10. Does the story approve the principle of Vicarious
liability? If so, how?
(a) No, it does not
(b) Yes, it does, because of the acts of Oedipus

his children suffered
(c) Yes, it does, because his father was killed by

Oedipus
(d) Yes, because he married his mother



PASSAGE-3
Our voyage was very prosperous, but I shall not

trouble the reader with a journal of it. The captain called
in at one or two ports and sent in his long-boat for
provisions and fresh water, but I never went out of the
ship till we came into the Downs, which was on the 3rd
day of June, 1706, about nine months after my escape.
I offered to leave my goods in security for payment of
my freight, but the captain protested he would not
receive one farthing. We took kind leave of each other,
and I made him promise that he would come to see me
at my house in Redriff. I hired a house and a guide for
five shillings which I borrowed from the captain.
1. When the writer  uses the word "prosperous" to

describe the voyage, he means that
(a) It made him rich. (b) It made him healthy.
(c) It was very pleasant. (d) It was uneventful.

2. On the voyage, the author
(a) Left the ship at intervals.
(b) Was not able to leave the ship because it did

not stop.
(c) Never left the ship at all.
(d) Never left the ship till they came into the

Downs.
3. In the context of the passage, the word "provisions"

means
(a) Mainly food (b) Mainly security
(c) Money (d) Mainly ammunition.

4. For the payment of the author's freight, the captain
(a) Kept his goods as security.
(b) Refused to accept any money.
(c) Protested against being paid only a farthing.
(d) Accepted a sum of money.

5. From the passage, it is clear that the captain's
attitude to the author was
(a) One of hostility. (b) One of indifference.
(c) One of extreme friendliness and kindness.
(d) One of disgust and irritation.

PASSAGE-4
The years passed too quickly. In 1940 Nani finished

his B.A. with honours in English, and in 1942 his M.A.

with honours in the same subject.  In these exams he
could not complete his papers because the writer’s
cramp that was to haunt him for the rest of his life had
begun to appear.  For the first LL.B.  examination he
was given a writer.  The person sent for the morning
paper was with him and came out of the examination
hall exasperated.  Nargesh immediately contacted the
Vice-Chancellor of the University, who directed the
supervisor at the examination centre to allow Nargesh
herself to substitute.  Another writer was sent for the
afternoon paper and those to follow.  He continued to
be with Nani during all the subsequent examinations-
second LL.B., Advocate AS and Advocate OS.

An interesting anecdote is recounted by Jayasheela
Badami, who was told about it by her cousin Kishore
Nanavaty. Justice P.S. Badami, Jayasheela’s father,
was one of the examiners for law exams.  Once, while
he was correcting papers, he asked Kishore to have a
look at one paper, and commented that it was extremely
well written, well focused, accurate and in proper order.
He said he thought the student deserved to be ranked
number one and that he would give him full marks for
the paper. Since the answer book did not bear the name
of the examinee, Kishore, a curious youngster,
memorized the seat number to check it up at a later
date.  When the results were published, Kishore looked
for the name matching the seat number.  He found the
name Nani Palkhivala.

On completing his B.A. Nani’s desire was to be a
college lecturer.  It went well with his taste for literature,
and his professors had given him all the encouragement
he needed.  He even applied for a lecturer’s post, but
another lady candidate was equally well-qualified and
had the teaching experience too, which Nani did not
have.  So he did not get selected.

After his M.A. Nani wanted to join the Indian Civil
Service (ICS). This was around 1942, when the war
was on and written examinations were being held in
Delhi.  In the 1940s the ICS held a fascination for bright
young students for whom it was the ultimate career.
Though Nani seldom spoke about it in his later years,
he apparently treated the civil service examination as
something of a challenge.  Nargesh, too, was very keen
that he take his ICS papers.  Accustomed to standing
first in whatever studies he undertook.  And winning
prizes, medals and scholarships almost as a habit, Nani
no doubt felt that he could top the list of successful



candidates even in the civil service examination, if only
he had a chance to appear for it, Nani made two
attempts, says Behram. The first time, he was,
disqualified in the preliminary physical test.  Thereupon
he regularly did a lot of exercise to build up his body.
Next time, he was declared physically fit, but an
epidemic broke out in Delhi and, considering the anxiety
of his dear ones, he did not send his application form
for the written examination, for which a time-limit had
been set, it did indeed seem that limit expired the venue
for the examination was moved from Delhi to Bombay
on account of the epidemic.

The net result was that Nani could not make it to
the ICS. It did not bother Nani’s father, Ardeshir, who
wanted his son to be a lawyer.  Ardeshir used to say.
“Become a lawyer, my son, you are cut out for law.’
The father saw that Nani had a sharp, analytical,
incisive mind that put him a cut above ordinary mortals.
He could see that as a lawyer Nani would grow in
status and reputation.  Nani was later to say: ‘My father
was of the view that I would not enjoy being anybody’s
servant-not even the government’s –and he thought
that I would do well in the legal profession.’ The father
knew his son’s mind batter than the son himself.  In
the end what the Civil Service lost, the legal profession
gained.
1. Nargesh had to write Nani’s remaining paper

because
(a) For the first LL.B. examination Nani was given

a writer
(b) Nani refused the writer’s help as per the

instructions of the Vice-chancellor of the
University

(c) Nani’s writer’s cramp started to appear in the
exams

(d) The writer given to Nani was not efficient
enough to meet his requirement

2. Kishore got off the seat number by heart because
(a) Kishore was interested to know who the

candidate was who deserved to the ranked
number one

(b) Justice P.S. Badami commented that it was
an extremely well written paper

(c) Jayasheela Badami was told about it by
Kishore Nanavaty

(d) The answer book was well written, well
focused, accurate and in proper order

3. Nani could not get into the field of teaching because
(a) Nani’s desire went well with his taste for

literature
(b) His professors had given him all the

encouragement
(c) He had applied for the post of lecturer with

another lady candidate
(d) He did not have any experience of teaching

that the lady had
4. Nani did not become a civil servant because

(a) He always found Civil Service very challenging
(b) A time limit was set for the writing of exams
(c) Nani appeared for the exam twice
(d) None of the above

5. How many times did Nani give a physical test?
(a) Once (b) Twice
(c) Five times (d) Many Times

6. The passage gives an account of Nani’s
(a) Experience of appearing for examination
(b) Establishment of a career
(c) Personality and character
(d) None of the above

7. Ardeshir wanted his son to be a lawyer because
(a) Nani had failed in the ICS examination
(b) He knew his son would be able to get eminence

as a lawyer
(c) The legal profession, according to him was

better than the civil service
(d) Nani was entirely comfortable with the

opportunities in the field of law
8. In the passage the phrase writer’s cramp means

(a) A trophy given to somebody
(b) A habit
(c) Sudden inability to write
(d) A sudden inability to think

9. Find a word in the passage which means greatly
irritated:
(a) Exasperated (b) Subsequent
(c) Fascination (d) None of the above

10. Find a word in the passage which means ‘a sudden
widespread occurrence of something undesirable’:
(a) Epidemic (b) Anecdote
(c) Mortals (d) Incisive



PASSAGE-5
The achievement of science in the twentieth century

has been very great. Its influence can be felt in every
sphere of life. From the small pins and needles to the
huge iron sheets and joints, most of the huge iron sheets
and joints, most of the things we require for our everyday
use, come out of factories where scientific principles
are utilized for practical ends. Science has enabled man
to bring forces of nature under control and to use them
for his own advnatage. It has brought the distant parts
of the world close together. Our knowledge of the
universe has been much widened on account of the
untiring effort of the astronomers like Jeans and
Eddington. Remarkable cures of human diseases have
been possible owing to the discovery of some wonderful
medicines.
1. The main idea of the passage is:

(a) The impact of science can be felt in every
sphere of life

(b) Science is an anathema
(c) Nothing is beyond the purview of science
(d) Science can work miracles

2. The mode of approach is:
(a) Logical (b) Anatomical
(c) Descriptive (d) Expository

3. What has enabled man to harness the forces of
nature to the advantage of mankind?
(a) Arts (b) Oratory
(c) Bravery (d) Science

4. Science has proved a great boon for-
(a) Scientists (b) Artists
(c) Eexplorers (d) Mankind

5. The most appropriate title for the passage will be
(a) Science is a curse
(b) Science a great boon
(c) Achievements of science
(d) None of these

PASSAGE-6
For any activity, discipline is the key word. It

should begin with the self, then be extended to the
family, neighbours, environment, workplace society and
the nation at large. It is from society that inspirationis
drawn. Systems and institutions should provide the
inspiration to society through performace which in turn
will provide leaders capable of rebuilding and
restructuring society into a strong nation. The
nationalists' spirit then becomes infectious.

1. What is the key word for Activity according to the
passage?
(a) Active Discipline (b) Key Discipline
(c) Self Discipline (d) Discipline

2. According to the passage Discipline should begin
(a) With the self.
(b) With the self, family and neighbours.
(c) With the self, family, neighbours and

environment.
(d) With the self, family, work place, society.

3. According to the passage, where do we draw
inspiration from?
(a) Society (b) Society and nation
(c) Environment (d) Nothing in particular

4. According to the passage, a good leader should be
capable of:
(a) Rebuilding a nation the way be/she likes
(b) Rebuilding and restructuring society into a

strong nation
(c) Building a national consensus
(d) Rebuilding and structuring a nation

5. What is the meaning of the work "infectious" in the
passage?
(a) Dangerous
(b) Spreading to everyone
(c) Spreading to everyone by germs
(d) Give disease

PASSAGE-7
Modern living has programmed our lives to a hectic,

monotonous schedule that we have forgotten the gentle
smile that once fleeted across the human face.  Smile
has the power to dissolve all worries.  It has the all
pervasive ability to lift us from the abysmal depth of
gloominess. We should not be cowed down by work
pressure that a constant frown imprisons our face.  In
built confidence and positive attitude help a smile to
blossom.  A face bereft of smile makes us unarmed for
it is the problems that depress us.  If we learn to smile
in a crisis, it shows that we have the forbearance and
courage to face the crisis.  A smile, after all, helps
preserve our perfect present unmindful of our past or
future.



1. What is meant by ‘programmed our lives’?
(a) We have set a mechanical routine.
(b) We like to become software engineers.
(c) We give various programmes.
(d) We give a set of instructions.

2. Which of the following statements is not true in
the context of the passage?
(a) If we don’t smile we are ruining our present.
(b) If we smile we are mad.
(c) The frown on our face is an indication of the

stress.
(d) Confidence and optimism help us to be cheerful.

3. The author’s main objective in writing the passage
seems to be
(a) To warm us of a dull future
(b) To highlight the ill-effects of computers
(c) To enhance our skill of time-management
(d) To unfold the healing powers of a gentle smile

4. ‘Smile’ is referred to as a pleasant weapon
because
(a) It is harmful
(b) It pierces the heart
(c) It helps us overcome our problems
(d) It is painful

5. Choose the title most appropriate to the passage.
(a) Game of life
(b) Modern living
(c) Crisis management
(d) Effects of cheerful living

PASSAGE-8
Suppose your son misbehaves towards you, or your

father one day in his anger is unduly severe to you, it is
no great virtue to forgive them.  Suppose a brother of
yours does you some harm, and you say, “Never mind,
you are my brother, I let you go,” there is no great
virtue in that. The difficulty is when you have to forget
the sins of your enemies. If your Dayady who has
always hated you, does you some fresh injury and you
forgive that, then it is a real act of forgiveness.

It is that which the Mahatma preaches. He says,
“Forgive thine enemies,” which is one of the teachings
of Jesus Chirist. It is a mistake to think Christianity
alone preaches the virtue. Other religions also teach
it.  Now Gandhi is pre-eminently a Hindu, and he says
he is living the best part of Hinduism when he himself
forgives the sins of enemies, and asks people to love
them as their friends.

1. Whom should we forgive?
(a) Son (b) Father
(c) Dayady (d) Brother

2. What is difficult to forget?
(a) Sins of enemies (b) Sins of brothers
(c) Sins of friends (d) Sins of parents

3. “Forgive thine enemies”-is one of the teachings of
(a) Mohammed (b) Mahaveer
(c) Jesus Christ (d) Gandhiji

4. What virtue of Gandhiji is the author talking about?
(a) Piety (b) Courage
(c) Selflessness (d) Forgiveness

5. By practicing forgiveness Gandhiji lives the best
part of
(a) Jainism (b) Hinduism
(c) Buddhism (d) Christianity

PASSAGE-9
She then hastened away to her mother, who had

purposely broken up the card party, and was sitting
upstairs with Kitty.

Elizabeth, who was left by herself, now smiled at
the rapidity and ease with which an affair was finally
settled, that had given them so many previous months
of suspense and vexation.

“And this”, said she, “is the end of his entire friend’s
anxious circumspection! Of all his sister’s falsehood
and contrivance! This is the happiest, wisest and most
reasonable end!”

In a few minutes she was joined by Bingley, whose
conference with her father had been short and to the
purpose.
1. Why was the daughter not happy with her mother?

(a) Because mother was not caring her daughter
(b) Mother was very strict towards her daughter
(c) Mother used to scold her
(d) Because her mother broken up the card party

2. Why was Elizabeth smiling?
(a) Because of getting happiness
(b) She was smiling because the affair was settled
(c) The affair of Elizabeth was opened revealed to

her daughter
(d) All of the above



3. What could be the most reasonable end of the
passage?
(a) Elizabeth’s sister’s falsehood and contrivances
(b) The happiest moment and contrivance
(c) Happy and wise end of all his friend’s anxious

circumspection, sister’s falsehood and contrivance
(d) Only his friend’s anxious circumspection and

wisest
4. Which type of reference was shown in the above

passage with Bingley to father?
(a) His conference with father was good
(b) His conference with father had been long
(c) His conference with father was amiable
(d) His conference with father had been short and

to the purpose
5. What is the antonym for word’s ‘slowly’?

(a) Hastened (b) Anxious
(c) Settled (d) Vexation

PASSAGE-10
‘Oh, silly Fadia Wadia,’ reproved Nadia WAdia.

‘Sport of king is horses. Faida Wadia should know that.
Nadia Wadia knows.’ ‘Enjoy, daughter,’ said Abraham
Zogoiby, kissing Nadia on the top of the head as he
left. ‘But please: for your mother, a little more respect.

He never laid a finger on her, was never anything
but the perfect gent. And then, out of the blue, he offered
her to me as if she were his to hand out, in his gift, a
trinket wife.

I told Abraham I would visit the Wadias and discuss
his proposition. The two women awaited me in their
Colaba high-rise, looking terrified. Nadia Wadia had
been dressed up like Christmas present for the occasion,
nose-Jewellery and all.

‘Your father has been so ‘good to us’, blurted Faida
Wadia maternal feelings overcoming the exigencies of
her situation. ‘But surely respected good sir, my Nadia
Wadia deserves kiddies…..younger man….’
1. What Abraham Zogoiby said to his daughters

before leaving?
(a) He scolded his daughter
(b) Kissed on her hand
(c) Kissed on her nice eyebrow
(d) He asked to enjoy kissing his daughter on the

top of the head

2. Abraham Zogoiby suggested his daughter that:
(a) She should be very active
(b) She should enjoy her life
(c) She must cultivate the habit of giving more

respect to her mother
(d) She should care of her mother

3. Why Nadia Wadia had been dressed up?
(a) Because someone was coming to visit her
(b) They were very fascinated with dresses
(c) She was fond of wearing beautiful and

outlandish clothes.
(d) They were going for the meeting.

4. What views were expressed by Fadia Wadia
about Abraham?
(a) He was so good for all
(b) Abraham was very helpful for them
(c) He had been very good for them
(d) All of the above

5. What is the synonym of reveal?
(a) Trinket (b) Occasion
(c) Deserves (d) Divulge

PASSAGE-11
In may 1966, the World Health Organisation was

authorized to initiate a global campaign to eradicate
small-pox.  The goal was to eradicate the disease in
one decade. Because similar projects for malaria and
yellow fever had failed, few believed that small-pox
could actually be eradicated, but eleven years after
the initial organization of the campaign, no cases were
reported in the field.

The strategy was not only to provide mass
vaccinations, but also to isolate patients with active
small-pox disease and to break the chain of human
transmission.  Rewards for reporting small-pox
assisted in motivating the public to aid health workers.
One by one, each small-pox contact with others and
treated.  At the same time, the entire village where
the victim had lived was vaccinated.

Today small-pox is no longer a threat to humanity.
Routine vaccinations have been stopped worldwide.



1. Which of the following is the best title for the
passage?
(a) The World Health Organisation
(b) The Eradication of Small-Pox
(c) Small-pox Vaccinations
(d) Infectious Diseases

2. What was the goal of the campaign against small-
pox?
(a) To decrease the spread of small-pox worldwide.
(b) To eliminate small-pox worldwide in ten years.
(c) To provide mass vaccinations against small-

pox worldwide.
(d) To initiate worldwide projects for small-pox,

   malaria and yellow fever at the same time.
3. According to the paragraph what was the strategy

used to eliminate the spread of small-pox?
(a) Vaccination of the entire village.
(b) Treatment of individual victims.
(c) Isolation of victims and mass vaccinations.
(d) Extensive reporting of outbreaks.

4. Which statement doesn’t refer to small-pox?
(a) Previous projects had failed.
(b) People are no longer vaccinated for it.
(c) The World Health Organisation mounted a

world wide campaign to eradicate the disease.
(d) It was a serious threat.

5. It can be inferred that
(a)  No new cases of small-pox have been reported

this year.
(b)  Malaria and yellow fever have been eliminated.
(c)  Small-pox victims no longer die when they

contract the disease.
(d)  Small-pox is not transmitted from one person

to another.
PASSAGE-12

Alzheimer’s disease impairs a person’s ability to
recall memories, both distant and as recent as a few
hours before.  Although there is no cure yet for the
illness, there may be hope for a cure with a protein
called nerve growth factor. The protein is produced by
nerve cells in the same region of the brain where
Alzheimer’s occurs.  Based on this relationship,
scientists from the Universtiy Lund in Sweden and

University of California at San Diego designed an
experiment to test whether doses of nerve growth
factors could service the effects of memory loss caused
by Alzheimer’s.  Using a group of rats with impaired
memory, the scientist gave half of the rats doses of
nerve growth factor while giving the other half a blood
protein as a placebo, thus creating a control group.  At
the end of the four week test, the rats given the nerve
growth factor performed equally to rats with normal
memory abilities.  While experiments do not show that
nerve growth factor can stop the general of
deterioration caused by Alzheimer’s, they do show
potential as a means to showing the process
significantly.
1. This paragraph is mainly concerned with.

(a) Cures for Alzheimer’s disease.
(b) Impaired memory of patients.
(c) The use of rats as experimental subjects.
(d) Nerve growth factor as a cure for Alzheimer’s.

2. According to the passage, where is nerve growth
factor produced in the body?
(a) In the pituitary gland.
(b) In nerve cells in brain.
(c) In red blood cells in the circulatory system.
(d) In nerve cells in the special column.

3. Which of the following is the most similar in
meaning to the word ‘impairs’?
(a) Affects (b) Destroys
(c) Enhances (d) Diminishes

4. Which of the following patterns of organization
does the passage most closely resemble?
(a) Chronological
(b) Statement and illustration
(c) Alphabetical order
(d) None of the above

5. Which of the following is the closest in meaning to
the word deterioration?
(a) Depression (b) Deduction
(c) Decline (d) Disconnection



PASSAGE-13
Patriotism is a very complex feeling built up out of

primitive instincts and highly intellectual convictions.
There is love of home and family and friends, making
us peculiarly anxious to preserve our own country from
invasion. There is the mild instinctive liking for
compatriots as against foreigners. There is pride, which
is bound up with the success of the community to which
we feel that we belong. There is a belief, suggested
by pride but reinforced by history, that one’s own nation
represents a great tradition and stands for ideals that
are important to the human race.  But besides all these,
there is another element, at once nobler and more open
to attack, an element of worship, of willing sacrifice,
of joyful merging of the individual life in the life of the
nation. This religious element in patriotism is essential
to the strength of the state, since it enlists the best that
is in most men on the side of national sacrifice.
1. A suitable title for the passage could be.

(a) Elements of Patriotism.
(b) Historical Development of A Nation.
(c) The Role of Religion and History in Patriotism.
(d) Religion and Patriotism.

2. Describing the element of worship ‘open to
attack’. The author implies that it.
(a) Is unnecessary.
(b) Leads to national sacrifice.
(c) Has no historical basis.
(d) Cannot be justified on rational grounds.

3. The tone of the passage can best be described as.
(a) Critical (b) Descriptive
(c) Persuasive (d) Analytical

4. Which of the following can clearly be grouped
under ‘intellectual convictions’ the author mentions
in the opening sentence?
(a) Love of family.
(b) Love of compatriots.
(c) The element of worship.
(d) None of the above.

5. Which one of the following statements is false?
(a) We tend to like our own countrymen better

than we like foreigners.
(b) Nations always stand for ideals that are

important to the human race.
(c) It is the religious element in patriotism that

motivates us to sacrifice ourselves for our nation.
(d) Our pride of the community is bound with the

community’s success.

PASSAGE-14
“I am an urban creature, city-born. My childhood

felt no touch of the village. When I started to look after
our estates, I feared that my duties would be irksome. I
was not used to such work and my ignorance lay heavy
on my mind. I could not imagine that tied down to figures
and accounts, I might yet remain human and natural.

As I entered into the work, it took hold of me. It is
my nature that whenever In undertake any responsibility,
I lose myself in it and try to do my utmost. Setting myself
to unravel the complexities of Zamindari work, I earned
a reputation for the new methods I evolved: as a matter
of fact, neighboring landlords began to send their men
to me to learn my methods.

The old men on my staff grew alarmed. They used to
maintain records in a way that I could never have grasped.
Their idea was that I should understand nothing more than
what they chose to explain. A charge of method would
create confusion, so they said. They pointed out that on
anything becoming a subject matter of litigation, the court
would be doubtful about the new way the records were
kept. I persisted through changing the thing from top to
bottom and the results proved to be satisfactory.

The tenants often came to see me at any time.
Sometimes I had to spend the whole day listening to
their representations and meal times would slip by. I
did all this work with enthusiasm and joy. I had lived in
seclusion since boyhood and here was my first
experience of the village. I was filled with the pleasure
of blazing news trails.

I was anxious to see village life in the minutest detail.
My duties took me from village to village, thus giving me
a chance to see all aspects of village life and to satisfy
my eager curiosity about the daily tasks of village-folk
and the varied cycle of their work.  Slowly, the poverty
and misery of the people grew vivid before my eyes and
made me restless and began to wish that I could do
something for them.  I was struck with shame that I was
Zamindar, impelled by the money motive absorbed in
revenue returns. With that realization, I awoke to the
task of trying to stir the minds of the people, so that they
could shoulder their own responsibilities.”
1. The author was possessed by the work when he

started doing it because.
(a) He used to concentrate on any work that he

undertook.
(b) He was not confident of getting support from

others.



(c) The work was very much interesting and
absorbing.

(d) The old men on the staff very much desired
him to do so.

2. Which of the following statements is/are definitely
true in the context of the passage?
(i) The author’s new accounting method proved to

be satisfactory.
(ii) The courts expressed doubt about the new

method.
(iii) The change in method created confusion among

all.
(a) Only (i) (b) Only (ii)
(c) Only (iii) (d) (ii) and (iii)

3. Which of the following statements is/are false in
the context of the set?

(i) The author felt irritated when he had to skip meals
for listening to the complaints of the villagers.

(ii) The author had spent his boyhood in village among
the villagers and poor people.

(iii) The author was happy when he had escaped from
the clutches of the nagging villagers.
(a) Only (i) (b) Only (ii)
(c) Only (iii) (d) (i) and (ii)

4. How did the author’s contribution to Zimindari work
get recongnition from others?
(a) His staff members grew alarmed and were

reluctant to change.
(b) The neighbouring Zamindars sent their men to

impart training to the author.
(c) The neighbouring Zamindars sent their men to

the author to know his new methods.
(d) His changed method created confusion among

others.
5. Which of the following aspects of the villagers

made the author ‘restless’?
(a) Curiosity (b) Miserliness
(c) Idleness (d) None of these

PASSAGE-15
The ruler of Mysore was a puppet. The real power

rested with the two brothers, Nanjaraj and Devraj who
were his ministers. It was under their protection that
Hyder rose to power. In 1749, he had distinguished
himself in the siege of Devanhalli and was, as the result,
given an independent command of 50 horses and 200ft.
This was his position, the position of a minor
commandant, in 1750, when Tipu was born. Within a
short while he swept to power and came into the full
limelight of history. In the war of the Nizamat of
Hyderabad, a few months after Tipu, his son, was born,
Nanjaraj conferred on Hyder the command of 3000 ft
and 500 horses. That was inconclusive but portion of
Nazir Jung’s treasure was seized by Hyder.  Of the
three camels, laden with gold, one he sent to Nanjaraj
who was delighted and the remaining two he sent to
Devanhalli which was now Hyder’s home town.  With
this loot, Hyder was able to recruit persons and began
to train them with the help of French soldiers.

In another campaign in Trichinopoly, again Hyder
distinguished himself.  Nanjaraj, remembering the gold-
laden camel and Hyder’s exploits, appointed him
Faujdar(commandant) of Dindigul, where a strong man
was needed to discipline the rebellious elements. Now
Hyder had immense opportunities to a mass wealth,
recruit and train men, organize his guns and gunners
and establish godowns of arms and explosives.
1. Hyder made use of his share in the treasure which

he seized.
(a) To please Devraj.
(b) To recruit and train new persons in his army.
(c) To give it to the ruler of Mysore.
(d) To discipline the people of dindigul.

2. From the paragraph, it appears that Hyder.
(a) Remained minor commandant throughout.
(b) Did not deserve the honour bestowed to him.
(c) Was the admirer of Nazir Jung.
(d) Was ambition and valiant.

3. Which of the following statements is not true in the
context of the paragraph?
(a) There were some rebellions in Devanhalli.
(b) Dindigul offered Hyder opportunities to

strengthen his position.
(c) Hyder sought help from French soldiers in

training.
(d) Mysorian army could not win the war with

Nizam.



4. Why did Hyder send a part of the seized treasure
to Nanjaraj?
(a) Hyder wanted to keep his promise.
(b) Nanjaraj had demanded it.
(c) Hyder wanted to please Nanjaraj.
(d) Nanjaraj wanted the money for his army.

5. According to set, who often gave an encouraging
hand to Hyder?
(a) Devraj (b) Nazir Jung
(c) The ruler of Mysore (d) Nanjaraj

PASSAGE-16
When you buy a car, examine carefully the

important features of the model you are considering.
Many a buyer of the latest model has got into trouble
by buying a car too broad or too long for this garage.
Further more, a long car is too hard to manage in traffic
and too difficult to park. Another feature is the comfort
afforded. Are the seats nice and durably upholstered?
Is there enough glass to give the driver a good view in
all directions, particularly to the rear? It should be
remembered that the heavier and the powerful car is
the more expensive it will be to operate. High powered
motors require expensive high octane petrol. The
greater weight means greater tyre wear and enlarged
brakes. The old cliché is still true, it is not the initial
cost but the upkeep which matters.
1. The writer favours a car with a wide glass areas

so that the driver can
(a) Enjoy the scene outside while driving.
(b) Have a good view of the rear.
(c) Roll down the glass panes to get enough fresh

air.
(d) Display his beautiful upholstery with pride

2. It si very expensive to maintain a large car because
it.
(a) Is heavy.
(b) Requires more space for parking.
(c) Needs changing its tyres more frequently
(d) Needs more durable upholstery

3. While buying a car, one should specially consider its.
(a) Price (b) Maintenance cost
(c) Upholstery (d) Brakes

4. According to this passage, the two factors that the
buyer of a new car should keep in mind are
(a) Its price and size.
(b) Its model and upholstery.
(c) Its size and the comfort it offers.
(d) Its upholstery and glass area.

5. The size of the car should be in accordance with.
(a) The money one can afford to pay.
(b) The size of the garage the buyer has.
(c) The width of the road where the buyer lives.
(d) The volume of traffic on road.

PASSAGE-17
Some people say that man’s desire for what is due

to his fight for survival and that war is necessary to
preserve his virility. Yet war now-a-days leaves a legacy
of the meakest men and stimulates not the noble but
the bestial qualities of mankind.

Adventure of some kind is necessary for man; he
will inevitably deteriorate physically and mantally if his
life is one of ease and luxury lived in an atmosphere of
‘Safety First’. This is the real reason behind our love
of sports in the open air. It is no use being a millionaie
if one sufferss from chronic indigestion; a tramp with
good innards is far happier. Nothing that money can
buy is worthwhile without good health. There is no
better way to perfect health and physical fitness than
to walk over to climb hills and mountains.

But moutains give us much more than mere physical
fitness; they exercise the mental faculties as well.
Climbing a high and difficult peak is as much a mental
exercise as a physical exercise. It calls for sense and
judgement for planning and thinking ahead, for
anticipating difficulty and danger, for reponsibility
towards one’s companions, and best of all, it brings the
mountaineer into touch with the beauties of the
universe.
1. According to the passage, Nothing that money can

buy is worthwhile
(a) Without love of sports
(b) Without adventure
(c) Without good health
(d) Without good mental faculties

2. If a man leads a life in an atmoshphere of ‘Safety
First’ he will
(a) Improve physically and mentally
(b) Deteriorate physically and mentally
(c) Improve physicallay but deteriorate mentally
(d) Improve mentally but deteriorate physically



3. Which is the best way to perfect health and
physical fitness, according to the passage?
(a) Fighting
(b) Seek inward happiness
(c) Live a life of luxury
(d) Climb hills and mountains

4. War nowadays stimulates
(a) Noble qualities of mankind
(b) Man’s virility
(c) Bestial qualities of manking
(d) Man’s fight for survival

5. What is the best advantage mountaineering brings
to an adventurer?
(a) Art of Planning
(b) Thinking ahead
(c) Responsibility towards companions
(d) Contact with the beauties of the universe

PASSAGE-18
Placebo literally means “I shall please.” Placebos

are inert substances given to some volunteers in a given
study while other volunteers are treated with
experimental drugs-whose effect is tested by
measureing the difference in response to the powerless
placebo and to the drug. Some of a group of volunteers
who had just had their wisdom teeth extracted were
given morphine to alleviate their pain; the others
swallowed a placebo they believed to be morphine.
Many of the placebo recipients said they experienced
dramatic relief from their pain However, when a drug
that blocks the effects of endorphine was given them
the pain returned almost immediately. The test
confirmed something very important : When a patient
believes he or she has been given a pain reliever, the
brain releases chemicals to substantiate that belief. In
short, the placebo effect is an act of faith. Very recent
studeies have determined that the placebo effect is much
more powerful than previously imagined. So be careful
what you believe and pretend – it may come to pass.
1. What is peculiar about he volunteers’ response to

drugs given following the consumption of placebo?
(a) They experienced relief after taking the

medicine.
(b) They felt pain after taking them.
(c) Their pain returned after taking these medicines.
(d) They had faith in both the placebos and the

medicines.

2. What does the writer prove?
(a) The mind realises what it believes.
(b) The mind secretes chemicals.
(c) The mind cannot control the body.
(d) They body deveives the mind.

3. What has the experiment confirmed?
(a) Effectiveness of Placebos
(b) Uses of morphine
(c) Effects of morphine
(d) The power of faith

4. To whom are placebos adminsitered?
(a) To all patients in pain.
(b) To some volunteers in pain.
(c) To volundtters in good health.
(d) To all volunteers in pain.

5. Why are Placebos adminsitered?
(a) To measure patients’ response to exprimental

drugs.
(b) To measure patients’ response to Placebos.
(c) To measure patients’ response to endorphine.
(d) To measure patients’ response to prayers.

PASSAGE-19
There is a general impression among the public that

our schools and colleges educate students. That some
kind of uncritical knoweldge is imparted to the students
is beyond any doubt. Students are made to copy notes,
learn them by heart, and reproduce it during
examination.

Those who learn by heart and reproduce it to the
exact letter are considered as the best. Others who do
not succeed in the exercise are termed ‘failures’. The
examination results are all a grading in memory work
which has nothing to do with education. An educated
person is one who has developed qualities of mind and
heart, and who can critically evaluate things and
objectively decide the course of his action based on
factual information.

The imprerssions that the students gather in the
years of their academic life are important for their
future. In fact attitudes to life are built on what is
happening in the academic institutions. The type of
things that are taught, the ways and methods of
communication and the mental attitudes of those who
teach are primary in educaiton. What are some of the
things taught in our instituations? The first thing that
the student learn is that the teacher is always right.
Students do not know.



1. What is the impression of the author about our
schools and colleges?
(a) That they educate students
(b) That they help students to develop qualities of

mind and heart
(c) That at best they impart some kind of uncritical

knowledge
(d) That they help students to develop right

attitudes to life
2. What is the first thing that a student is made to

learn in our schools?
(a) That the teacher is always right and student

are ignorant
(b) The ways and methods of communicaiton and

right mental attitudes
(c) That the impressions he gathers in the years

of their academic life are imprtant for their
future

(d) That he should critically evaluate things and
objectively decide the course of his action
based on factual information.

3. Who, according to the author, is an educated
person?
(a) One who learns by heart and reproduces it to

the exact letter
(b) One who is humble enough to realize that the

teacher is always right
(c) One who has developed qualities of mind and

heart and can critically evaluate factual
information.

(d) One who can critically evaluate things and
objectively decide the course of action.

4. What is the prevailing impression about schools
and colleges?
(a) That they impart some kind of uncritical

knowledge
(b) That they teach the students to develop

qualities of mind and heart
(c) That they educate
(d) That they make the students humble enough

to realize that they know nothing and that the
teacher is always right

5. Who, in our educational system, are termed
failures?
(a) Those who are educated in our schools and

colleges
(b) Those who are not good at heart of learning

things by memory and reproducing them exactly
(c) Those who learn by heart and reproduce it to

the exact letter during the examinaitons
(d) Those who are uncritical and subjective in their

approach
PASSAGE-20

A dog is very sensitive to atmosphere. He knows
when you have lost your temper almost before you do
and if you want to do anything with a dog never lose
your temper! Whatever you do with him, do calmly and
under full control, especially when you correct him.
Talking of this awareness of atmosphere, his utter loyalty
can lead to great jealousy. When I married, my little
dog-Paragon was his namenearly wrecked the home
with his jealousy. The bottom had fallen out of his life
when an intruder came into the management of the
house, and he would sit about with his back to us, his
back a speaking picture of mesery, looking blindly into
space. It was years before he would condescent to
recognize my wife’s existence. More dangerous is the
jealousy a dog can develop towards a new baby in the
family.

Another thing to remember is that a dog is fond of
company, specially the company of his own kind. In a
wild state, they habitually go about in groups, either small
family groups or in packs; and you see the same instinct
at work, in civilization. Dogs left loose in streets and in
parks will nearly always gravitate into gangs, following
each other looking around for michief, adventure like
so many urchins. So it is a good thing to let your dog
have plenty of friends. The lonely dog will often become
a fighter.
1. The word ‘gravitate’ in the context means:

(a) Join (b) Form
(c) Be attracted (d) Get into

2. A dog is fond of the company of:
(a) Other dogs (b) Human beings
(c) Urchins (d) Babies

3. When the writer’s wife came to live with him, his
dog, Paragon, took years to recognize her existence.
This shows the dog’s:
(a) Loyalty (b) Generosity
(c) Hatred (d) Jealousy



4. That your dog knows when you get angry is an
example of the dog’s”
(a) Sensitivity to atmosphere
(b) Love of the master
(c) Humility as a companion
(d) Loyalty to the master

5. The writer compares loose dogs to urchins because
they:
(a) Move in streets or parks
(b) For gangs and look for mischief and adventure
(c) Follow each other around thoughtlessly
(d) Form gangs to fight other animals

PASSAGE-21
For the past several years, scientists have issued

ominous warnings about the future of the Earth’s
climate. Predictions of dramatic global change arising
from the continued dumping of industrial by-products
into the atmosphere and forest loss of massive scale
can no longer be ignored. Compelling scientific
evidence strongly suggests that world climate patterns,
previously regarded as reliabley stable, could be thrust
into a state of turmoil. Emissions of natural and
synthetic gas are increasing the heat-trapping capacity
of the atmosphere through a phenomenon known as
the greenhouse effect. The projected impacts of this
world-wide climatic disruption dwarf many of the
environmental problems of the past.
1. What can no longer be ignored?

(a) Dramatic atmospheric change
(b) Dumping of industiral by porducts
(c) Predictions of global change
(d) Massive forest loss

2. “Ominous” in line 1 means:
(a) Clear (b) Inauspicious
(c) Detailed (d) Frequent

3. “Projected” in the last sentecne means
(a) Expected (b) Proposed
(c) Stated (d) Apprrehended

4. The greenhouse effect is a phenomenon that
increases
(a) Emission of natural gas
(b) Emission of synthetic gas
(c) Production of heat
(d) Retention of heat

5. That world climate patterns will change drastically
is:
(a) Probable (b) Improbable
(c) Possible (d) Impossible

PASSAGE-22
Real policemen, both in Britain and the United

States, hardly recognize any resemblance between their
lives and what they see on TV – if they ever get home
in time. There are similarities, of course but the cops
don’t think much of them.

The first difference is that a policeman’s real life
revolves round the law. Most of his training is in criminal
law. He has to know exactly what actions are crimes
and what evidence can be used to prove them in court.
He has to know nearly as much law as a professional
lawyers, and what is more, he has to apply it on his
feet, in the dark and rain, running down and alley after
someone he wants to talk to.

Little of his time is spent in chatting to scantily-clad
ladies or in dramatic confrontaions with desperate
criminals. He will spend most of his working life typing
millions of words on thousands of forms about hundereds
of sad, unimportant people who are guilty – or not- of
stupid, petty crimes.

Most television crime drama is about finding the
criminal: as soon as he’s arrested, the story is over. In
real life, finding criminals is seldom much of a problem.
Except in very serious cases like murderers and terrorist
attackes where failuer to produce results reflects on the
standing of the polic-little effort is spent on searching.
The police have an elaborate machinery which eventually
shows up most wanted men.
1. Which of the following statements is correct?

(a) Policemen feel that the image of their lives
shown on TV is not accurate

(b) Policemen feel that there is a close resemblance
between their lives and what they see on TV

(c) Policeman recognize no similarity in their lives
and what they see on TV

(d) Policemen love their image as projected on TV
2. The everyday life of a policeman or detective is:

(a) Exciting and glamorous
(b) Full of danger
(c) Spent in recording details about small thefts and

crimes
(d) Wasted on unimportant matter



3. It is essential for a policeman to be trained in
criminal law:
(a) So that he can catch criminals in the streets
(b) Because many of the cirminals are dangerous
(c) So that he can justify his arrests in court
(d) Because he has to identify criminal acts

4. When murders and terrorist attacks occur the
police.
(a) Prefer to wait for the cirminal to give himself

away
(b) Spend a lot of effort on trying to track their

man down
(c) Try to make a quick arrest in order to keep up

their reputation
(d) Usually fail to produce results

5. Which of the following statements is false?
(a) A policeman requires training
(b) A policeman should know criminal law
(c) A policeman must povide evidence in the court

 of law
(d) A policeman does not need to know as much

law as a professional lawyer.
PASSAGE-23

Ah! Whatever could be said was said.  All held
him guilty.  Even his own mother who claimed to
understand him the best. All had betrayed him in his
hour of need.  Yet, there he was, still with a sparkling
hope and knew that the truth must prevail.  In the cold,
dark and damp cell he never for a moment lost faith in
God and goodness and was waiting anxiously for an
angel to come, plead non guilty for him free him of his
miseries.
1. Three of the following statements indicate that he

had a sparkling hope. Which statement does not?
(a) He had never lost faith in God
(b) He was sure there was goodness
(c) He could have evidence in his favour
(d) He knew that the truth must prevail

2.  Whatever others said about him, he
(a) Betrayed no one
(b) Thought over the problem
(c) Never lost faith in goodness
(d) Raised his voice against injustice

3. In the dark dungeon he always waited for
(a) His mother (b) The jailer
(c) The verdict freeing him of his miseries
(d) The angel to come and plead for him

4. The truth must prevail means
(a) He was true
(b) Angel will reveal truth
(c) Truth always wins in the end
(d) We must plead for the truth

5. What is the meaning of betrayed’ in the context
(a) Loved (b) Deceived
(c) Angered (d) Disturbed

PASSAGE-24
Once while travelling by the local bus, I got a seat

beside a very strange man.  He seemed interested in
every passenger aboard.  He would stare at a person,
scribble some odd mathematical notations on his long
notebook and then move on to the next.  Being quite
interested in what he was doing I asked him what all
those notations meant and then came the startling reply.
He saw a man’s face not as a single unit but as
thousands of squares put together.  He was in fact a
statistical expert and a budding artist learning the art
of graphics.
1. The man was scribbling down

(a) The figures of co-passengers
(b) The details of thousands of squares put together
(c) Some mathematical formulae and calculations
(d) Some mathematical signs

2. The man caught author’s attention because
(a) He was sitting next to him
(b) He was staring at every person in the bus
(c) He would stare every person and then scribble

down some mathematical notation
(d) He was a budding artist learning the art of

graphics
3. ‘scribble’ stands for

(a) Write (b) Calculate
(c) Solve (d) Question



4. The author found that man’s reply quite starling
because
(a) A statistical expert cannot be a budding scientist
(b) A budding artist cannot be a statistical expert
(c) Graphics is still a rare art form and he was

learning it while travelling in a bus
(d) The fact that “a man’s face can be analysed

as thousands of squares” was a strange
concept.

5. From the passage we gather that
(a) The author is very inquisitive
(b) The author tries to poke his nose in other

people’s business
(c) The author is interested in mathematical

notations
(d) The author wants to talk to fellow passengers

in the bus
PASSAGE-25

With the inevitable growth of specialization I see
the universities facing two great dangers. First, it is
very easy to get so involved in the technical details of
education that the object of education is lost.  And
secondly, in an effort to condition a university to the
needs of its students and to the needs of the State it
may lose its power to make or mould those students
into responsible men, capable of thinking for themselves
and capable of expressing the results of their thoughts
to others.
1. What could be the suitable title for the passage-

(a) Education (b) University
(c) University & education (d) None of these

2. The author calls growth of specialization ‘inevitable’
which one of the following statements is likely to
be the most correct reason for this inevitability?
(a) Universities give grants only to do specialized

work in different disciplines
(b) The professors and researchers in universities

are competent only for specialized work
(c) Specialization helps economic growth of the

nation
(d) In an age of science and technology specialization

becomes necessary

3. Which one of the following statements most
correctly suggests the central theme of the passage?
(a) The aim of education is specialization
(b) The aim of education is to mould the youth to

work for the State
(c) The aim of education is to make the youth

capable of independent thought and expression
(d) The aim of education is to enable the youth to

earn a comfortable living
4. Which one of the following statements most

correctly suggests the warning implied in the
passage?
(a) University education should not be concerned

with technical details
(b) Universities should not subordinate themselves

to the interests of the State
(c) Universities should be concerned only with the

needs of students
(d) Universities should not go in for any

specialization
5. ‘Inevitable’ means

(a) Avoidable (b) Unavoidable
(c) Helpful (d) Eventful

PASSAGE-26
One December night, a family had gathered around

their fireside and piled it high with wood gathered from
mountains streams and ruins of great trees that had
come falling down the mountain sides.  The fire roared
and brightened the room with its light.  The faces of the
father and mother had a quiet gladness; the children
laughed; the oldest daughter was the picture of
happiness at seventenn; and the aged grandmother who
sat sewing in the warmest place  was the picture of
happiness grown old.
1. The firewood had been

(a) Brought (b) Stolen
(c) Collected (d) Found

2. The parents looked
(a) Serene (b) Cheerful
(c) Gloomy (d) Dull

3. The style of the passage is-
(a) Philosophical (b) Reflective
(c) Descriptive (d) Narrative



4. The oldest daughter looked
(a) Stupid (b) Glad
(c) Intelligent (d) Mournful

5. Fire roared is the example of-
(a) Visual imagery (b) Auditory imagery
(c) Tactile (d) Gustatory

PASSAGE-27
Young seekers after peace know that only equal

trust shown to all the peoples of the earth and not just to
a few of them, can lead to the healing of the wounds
that tear them apart and so it is essential never to humiliate
the members of a nation whose leaders have committed
inhuman acts.  Essential also is boundless concern for
so many men and women who today, as exiles or
immigrants, live on foreign soil.  If every home was open
to somebody of foreign origin, the racial problem would
be partially solved.
1. For the reconciliation and unity it is essential

(a) To have no discrimination in the trust shown to
the peoples of the earth

(b) To have young seekers after peace
(c) To have confidence in at least a few of the

peoples
(d) To punish the leaders who committed inhuman

sins
2. ‘Immigrants’ are who

(a) Go to settle in a foreign country
(b) Come to settle in a foreign country
(c) Are ostericized
(d) Are forced to leave their country

3. To make the members of a nation responsible for
the inhuman acts of their leaders is
(a) Unimportant (b) Understandable
(c) Unjust (d) Undesirable

4. Boundless concern should be shown to
(a) One’s own country men alone
(b) The people belonging to our friendly nations

only
(c) The foreigners who just visit our country
(d) All the exiles living away from their native lands

5. The theme of the passage is
(a) Rigid nationalism alone can help peaceful co-

existence
(b) Trusting all the peoples of the earth may lead

to serious problems
(c) Being cautious of others is a must to live in

peace
(d) Concern for everyone irrespective of the race

country
PASSAGE-28

We shall go on to the end; we shall fight in France,
we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight
with growing confidence and strength in the air, we
shall defend our island whatever the cost may be, we
shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing
grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets,
we shall fight in the hills.  We shall never surrender,
and even if this island or a large part of it were
subjugated and starving, then our empire beyond the
seas would carry on the struggle, until the New World
steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the Old.
1. On the basis of the passage which of the following

statements may be said to be correct?
(a) The speaker is encouraging his men for the

conquest of France.
(b) The speaker is aggressive and maniacal war-

monger.
(c) The speaker is not satisfied with the conquest

of the island.
(d) The speaker is a patriot urging the defence of

his mother-land.
2. The speaker in the passage wants to go on fighting

because.
(a) He is a raving lunatic
(b) He is in a state of utter despair
(c) He expects help from other quarters
(d) He is the leader of a suicide squad

3. The tone of the passage is:
(a) Couragous (b) Cowerdice
(c) Chavinistic (d) Nationalist

4. Which of the following pairs of the phrases helps
best to bring out the intention of the speaker?
(a) “go on to the end” ; “ shall never surrender”.
(b) “growing confidence” ; “subjugated and

starving”
(c) “growing confidence” ; “subjugated and

starving”
(d) “fight in the streets” ; “ subjugated and

starving.”



5. The passage consists of repetitive patterns in syntax
and voclabulary. The effect of this style is that it
(a) Reveals the speaker’s defects in giving a

speech.
(b) Produces the impression of bad poetry.
(c) Conveys the speaker’s  helpless situation.
(d) Reinforces the speaker’s basic intention.

PASSAGE-29
No one knows when or by whom rockets were

invented. In all probability the rocket was not suddenly
invented but evolbed gradually over a long period of
time perhaps in different parts of the world at the same
time. Some historians of rocketry, notably Willy Ley
trace the development of rockets to the 13th century
China, a land noted in ancient times for its fire work
display. In the year 1232 AD when the Mongols laid
siege to the city of Kai-Feng Fu, the capital of Honan
province, the Chinese defenders used weapons that
were described as “arrows of flying fire.” There is no
explicit statement that these arrows were rockets, but
some students have concluded that they were because
the record does not mentioned bows or other means
of shooting the arrows. In the same battle, we read
the defenders dropped from the walls of the city a
kind of bomb described as “heaven-shaking
thunder”. From these meager references some
students have concluded that the Chinese, by the year
1232 had discovered gun powder and had learned to
use it to make explosive bombs as well as propulsive
charges for rockets.
1. The paragraph, gives primarily a history of

(a) The bravery of the Chinese
(b) The invention of rockets
(c) The attack on China by the Mongols
(d) The battle against the Chinese wall

2. According to this paragraph, rockets were
invented by
(a) Willy Ley
(b) Unknown people
(c) The Mongols
(d) The ruler of Honan province

3. According to this paragraph, rockets were
(a) A gift of God to the Chinese
(b) Invented in the twentieth century
(c) Invented in 1232 AD
(d) Developed over many centuries

4. The phrase ‘arrows of flying fire’
(a) Means some ancient phenomenon in the skies
(b) Refers to lightning and thunder
(c) Is another name for rockets
(d) Is assumed to refer to rockets

5. The bombs have been referred to as “heaven
shaking thunder” because they
(a) Contain gunpowder
(b) Make thunderous noise are propelled by rockets
(c) Are propelled by rockets
(d) Seem to fall from heaven

PASSAGE-30
The object underlying the rules of natural justice

‘is to prevent miscarriage of justice’ and secure ‘fair
play in action.’ As pointed out earlier the requirement
about recording of reasons for its decision by and
administrative authority exercising quasi-judicial
functions achieves this object by excluding chances of
a arbitrariness and ensuring a degree of fairness in the
process of decision-making. Keeping in view the
expanding horizon of the principles of natural justice,
we are of the opinion that the requirement to record
reason can be regarded as one of the principles of
natural justice, which govern exercise of power by
administrative authorities. The rules of natural justice
are not embodied rules. The extent of their application
depends upon the particular statutory framework where
jurisdiction has been conferred on the administrative
authority. With regard to the exercise of a particular
power by an administrative authority including exercise
of judicial or quasi-judicial functions the legislature, while
conferring the said power, may feel that it would not be
in the larger public interest that the reasons for the order
passed by the administrative authority be recorded in
the order and be communicated to the aggrieved party
and it may dispense with such a requirement.
1. According to the paragraph, there is always a gap

between
(a) Demand for natural justice and its realization
(b) Intention and execution
(c) Rules of natural justice and the application
(d) Conception of a rule and its concretization



2. According to the paragraph, natural justice can be
brought about by
(a) Administrative authority framing rules suitably
(b) Administrative authority observing the rules of

fair play
(c) Administrative authority remaining vigilant
(d) Administrative authority upholding rules of

natural justice
3. “To dispense with a requirement’ means

(a) To drop the charge
(b) To cancel all formal procedure
(c) To alter the provisions of the case
(d) To do without the demand

4. “The rules of the natural justice are not embodied
rules’ means that these rules
(a) Are flexible
(b) Cannot be visualized
(c) Are left deliberately vague
(d) Cannot be satisfactorily interpreted

5. From the paragraph it is clear that it is the legislature
(a) Invests the administrative authority with

enormous powers
(b) Embodies rules
(c) Has the larger interests of public welfare
(d) Leaves administrative authority enough discretion

to interpret rules
PASSAGE-31

Acquisitive nature has become the hallmark of
people in modern times. If a neighbor possesses a
kitchen gadget like a mixer or a grinder, we too have
the desire to own the same. All efforts are geared to
make this purchase, whether the item is essential or
not. Shopkeepers vie with each other so sell these
things. It is as if the whole world has conspired to sell
the mixer or grinder to me whether I want it or not. Of
course, my wife wants it.
1. In this paragraph acquisition means

(a) Working regularly (b) Being lazy
(c) Gaining things (d) Giving away things

2. According to the paragraph, the purchase is made
(a) When the article is useful
(b) Because the article is essential
(c) Whether the article is needed or not
(d) Only when the article is in demand

3. Possessing new things paragraph a kind of
(a) Competition among neighbours
(b) Love among neighbours
(c) Hatred among neighbours
(d) Indifference among neighbours

4. The writer considers acquisitive nature to be
(a) A depressing quality in people
(b) A bad quality in people
(c) A good quality in people
(d) An encouraging quality in people

5. From the paragraph it is clear that the writer
(a) Wants to buy a mixer
(b) Is keen on buying a mixer
(c) Does not want to buy a mixer
(d) Is indifferent to buy a mixer

PASSAGE-32
“The history of science is the real history of

mankind.” In this striking epigram a nineteenth century
writer links science with its background. Like most
epigrams its powr lies in emphasizing by contrast an
aspect of truth which may be easily overlooked. In this
case it is easy to overlook the relations between science
and mankind and to treat the former as some abstract
third party, which can sometimes be praised for its
beneficial influences but frequently and conveniently
blamed of the horrors of war. Science and mankind
cannot be divorced from time to time at men’s
convenience. Yet we have seen that in spite of countless
opportunities of improvement, the opening years of the
present period of civilization have been dominated by
international conflict. Is this the inevitable result of the
progress of science or does the fault lie elsewhere?
1. The sentence “The history of science is the real

history of mankind” means
(a) Science has given man countless opportunities

for improvement
(b) Science and mankind cannot always be

divorced
(c) Mankind has progressed as science has

developed
(d) The good and bad uses of science reflect the

character of man



2. The epigram given in the paragraph highlights
(a) The evolution of science
(b) The real history of man
(c) The contrast between science and civilization
(d) An elusive truth about human nature

3. The aspect of truth likely to be overlooked is that
science
(a) Has made war horrible
(b) Is beneficial to man
(c) Is what man has made it
(d) Has created international conflicts

4. The writer implies that international conflict is the
result of
(a) Faulty relations between nations
(b) Human weaknesses
(c) Invention of deadly weapons
(d) Progress of science

5. The last sentence of the paragraph suggest that
(a) Civilization could prosper well without scientific

inventions
(b) The trouble lies with human beings themselves
(c) People have missed opportunities to improve

their lot
(d) The horrors of modern life are the inevitable

result of the progress of science
PASSAGE-33

There is more than a modicum of truth in the
assertion that “a working knowledge of ancient history
is necessary to the intelligent interpretation of current
events.” But the sage who uttered these words of
wisdom might well have added something on the
benefits of studying, particularly, the famous battles of
history for the lessons they contain for those of us who
lead or aspire for leadership. Such a study will reveal
certain qualities and attributes which enabled the
winners to win, and certain deficiencies which caused
the losers to lose. And the students will see that the
same patter recurs consistently, again and again,
throughout the centuries.
1. The expression ‘more than a modicum of truth’

means
(a) Nothing but truth (b) Some truth
(c) Much truth
(d) More than a small amount of truth

2. In this context, ‘intelligent interpretation of current
events’ means
(a) Skilful interpretation of events
(b) Intellectual outlook on events
(c) Appropriate understanding of events
(d) Rational explanation of events

3. According to the writer, a study of the famous
battles of history would
(a) Provide food to modern leaders for reflection
(b) Be beneficial to wise men
(c) Help us understand the art of human warfare
(d) Be more useful than a general knowledge of

ancient history
4. It appears that the author of the sentence criticizes

economic liberalization for the people’s
(a) Lack of formality (b) Poor mannerism
(c) Lack of naturalness (d) Lack of grace

5. Which of the following is not true about most of
the middle and upper middle class people of the
period mentioned in the paragraph?
(a) They are wicked (b) They are formal
(c) They are witty (d) They are silly

PASSAGE-34
Though it may be inessential to the imagination,

travelling is necessary to an understanding of men. Only
with long experience and the opening of his wares on
many a beach where his language is not spoken will
the merchant come to know the worth of what he
carries, and what is parochial and what is universal in
his choice. Such delicate goods as justice, love and
honour, courtesy, and indeed all the things we care for
are valid everywhere but they are variously moulded
and often differently handled, and sometimes nearly
unrcognisable if you meet them in a foreign land, and
the art of learning fundamental common values is
perhaps the greatest gain of travelling to those who
wish to live at ease among their fellows.
1. According to the set, travelling leads to

(a) Exploiting foreign lands
(b) Selling our wares to the other
(c) Understanding human nature
(d) Establishing our superiority over foreigners



2. When we meet other people while we travel,  we
learn to deifferentitate between
(a) Friends and foes
(b) Communities and nationalities
(c) Local and universal values
(d) Imagination and understanding

3. The author terms justice, love, honour and courtesy
as delicate goods because they are
(a) Important (b) Desirable
(c) Fragile (d) Perishable

4. Travelling helps those who
(a) Want to learn foreign languages
(b) Wish to make money
(c) Want to resolve differences amongst people
(d) Wish to learn fundamental common values

5. The things we care for are available in foreign
lands in
(a) Plenty
(b) Unrecognizable forms
(c) Some form or the other
(d) Easily recognizable forms

PASSAGE-35
It is difficult to reconcile the ideas of different

schools of thought on the question of education. Some
people maintain that pupils at school should concentrate
on a narrow range of subject which will benefit them
directly in their subsequent careers. Others contend
that they should study a wide range of subjects so that
they have not only the specialized knowledge necessary
for their chosen careers but also sound general
knowledge about the world they will have to work and
live in. Supporters of the first theory state that the
greatest contributions to civilization are made by those
who are most expert in their trade or profession. Those
on the other side say that, unless they have a board
general education, the experts will be too narrow in
their outlook to have sympathy with their fellows or a
proper sense of responsibility towards humanity as a
whole.
1. ‘Schools of thought’ can be explained as

(a) Groups of people whose job is to think
(b) Groups of people who are schooled to think
(c) Groups of people who study in a particular

school thoughtfully
(d) Groups of people having the same ideas but

with different perception on a particular subject

2. Broad general knowledge is necessary because
(a) Specialization is incomplete without it
(b) Without it no one would get a job
(c) It teaches us about different things
(d) It broadens one’s outlook

3. The idea of the first school of thought in the set is
that
(a) Students should concentrate on studies
(b) Students should not undertake any specialized

work
(c) Students should study all the subjects they want

to
(d) Students should study a few subjects that will

help then in their profession
4. Supporters of the first theory say that

(a) Experts have contributed most to progress in
the modern world

(b) People with general knowledge have
contributed to civilization

(c) Experts have done nothing to help mankind
(d) People with general knowledge are more useful

than experts
5. According to the second school of thought,

education will not be very effective if pupils
(a) Have inadequate knowledge of their own work
(b) Do not have a wide general education
(c) Ignore the study of fine arts
(d) Have nothing but general knowledge

PASSAGE-36
Many sociologists have argued that there is a

functional relationship between education and economics
systems. They point to the fact that mass formal
education began in industrial society and is an
established part of all industrial societies. They note that
the expansion of the economics of industrial societies
is accompanied by a corresponding expansion of their
educational systems. They explain this correspondence
in terms of the needs of industry for skilled and trained
man-poer, needs which are met by that educational
system. Thus, the provision of mass elementary
education in Britain in 1870 can be seen as a response



to the needs of industry for a literate and numerate
work-force at a time when industrial processes were
becoming more complex and the demand for technical
skills was steadily growing.
1. The sociologists referred to in the set say that the

relationship between industry and elementary
education was one
(a) Based on mutual need
(b) Based entirely on the need of the industry
(c) Based entirely on economic need
(d) Based on some inexplicable historical forces

2. The author argues that
(a) Formal education can be traced to industrial

society
(b) Industrial society changed the pattern of

education
(c) Industrial society is responsible for expansion

of education
3. By ‘functional relationship’ is meant

(a) A short term relationship
(b) Temporary arrangement
(c) Practical and utilitarian relationship
(d) Close and unbreakable relationship

4. The observations of the sociologists are based on
a study of
(a) Growth of industry in the 19th century
(b) Economic system of the 19th century
(c) The statistical data available in a historical

context
(d) The correlation between industry and

education in a historical context
5. The industry needs a literate work-force because

(a) It relies heavily on expertise
(b) It promotes a competitive spirit
(c) Its expansion needs sound learning
(d) Its operations need intricate technical

knowledge
PASSAGE-37

Organizations are institutions in which members
compete for status and power. They compete for the
rssources of the organization, for example, finance to
expand their own departments, for career advancement
and for power to control the activities of others. In
pursuit of these aims, groups are formed and sectional
interest emerge. As a result policy decisions may serve

the ends of the political and carrier systems rather that
those of the concern. In this way, the goals of the
organization may be displaced in favour of sectional
interests and individual ambition. These preoccupations
sometimes prevent the emergence of organic systems.
Many of the electronics firms in their study had recently
created research and development departments
employing highly qualified and well paid scientists and
technicians. Their high pay and expert knowledge were
sometimes seen as a threat to the established order of
rank, power and privilege. Many senior mangers had
little knowledge to the technicalities and possibilities
of new developments and electronics. Some felt that
close cooperation with the experts in an organic system
would reveal their ignorance and show that their
experience was now redundant.
1. The author makes out a case for

(a) Research and development in organizations
(b) A refresher course for senior managers
(c) An understanding between senior and middle

level executives
(d) Organic system

2. The author tends to see that senior mangers as
(a) Ignorant and incompetent
(b) Jealous of their younger colleagues
(c) A little out of step with their work environment
(d) Robbed of their rank, power and privilege

3. ‘Organic system’, as related to the organization
implies its
(a) Natural and unimpeded growth
(b) Growth with inputs from science and

technology
(c) Growth with the help of expert knowledge
(d) Steady all-round development

4. Policy decisions in organization should involve
(a) Modernisation of the organization
(b) Cooperation at all levels in the organization
(c) Attracting highly qualified personnel
(d) Keeping in view the larger objectives of the

organization
5. The theme of the set is

(a) Groupism in organizations
(b) Frustration of senior managers
(c) Individual ambitions in organizations
(d) Emergence of sectional interests in

organizations



PASSAGE-38
Culture is the cultivation of a plant or garden, not

the eradication of its roots, it is an understanding of
the roots and seeds, their patient care and instructed
nourishment. Culture is not knowledge, nor is it art,
still less is it acquaintance with literature and art. By
cultura I mean first of lall what the anthropologists
mean; the way of life of a particular people living
together in one place. That culture is made visible in
their arts, in their social system, in their habits and
customs, in their religion. It is an aggregate of customs,
institutions, manners, standards, tastes, morals and
beliefs. Now these are transmitted rather by the family
than by the school; hence when family life fails to play
its part, we must expect our culture to deteriorate. It is
a delusion to think that the maladies of the modern
world can be put right by as system of instruction. On
the contrary, universal education, by lowering standards,
morals and tastes to a common denominator, and by
sharpening the wits rather that disciplining character,
tends to break down existing checks and balance.
Education should be the drawing forth of potential
values, it should not be the destruction of the safeguards
that tradition places around young egos naturally
inclined to willful and precarious flights.
1. The writer uses the term ‘culture’ to refer to

(a) The cultivation of a plant or garden by a
community

(b) One’s acquaintance with literature and art
(c) One’s acquisition of knowledge
(d) The way of life of a particular people living

together in one place
2. The set suggests that universal education

(a) Is, in fact, aggravating the existing problems
of the modern world

(b) Is the solution to the problems in the modern
world

(c) Would prevent us from transmitting culture to
the future generation

(d) Would help retain the cultural values
3. The culture of a community is said to deteriorate

when
(a) There is a fall in its educational standards
(b) The family life fails to play its part
(c) There is universal education
(d) It adopts the modern system of instruction

4. The culture of a community is transmitted
(a) More by school than the family
(b) More by the family than family
(c) Equally by both
(d) By the peer group

5. According to the set, education is
(a) The sharpening of wit
(b) Tapping and encouraging the inherent values

in man
(c) The substitution of old traditions with new ones
(d) The development of moral standards

PASSAGE-39
A vexed problem facing us is the clamour to open

more colleges and to reserve more seats for back-ward
classes. But it will be a sheer folly to expand such
facilities recklessly without giving any thought to the
quality of education imparted.  If admissions are made
far more selective, it will automatically reduce the
number of entrants.  This should apply particularly to
new colleges, many of which are little more than degree
factories. Only then can the authorities hope to bring
down the teacher-student ratio to manageable
proportion. What is more, teachers should be given
refresher courses every summer to brush up their
knowledge. Besides, if college managements increase
their library budget it will help both the staff and the
students a great deal.

At the same time, however, it will be unfair to deny
college education to thousands of young men and
women, unless employers stop insisting on degrees even
for clerical jobs.  For a start, why cannot the
governme3nt disqualify graduates from securing certain
jobs, say Class III and IV posts?  Once the link between
degrees and jobs is severed, at least in some important
departments, it will make young people think twice
before joining college.
1. What can automatically help to reduce admissions?

(a) Tough entrance tests
(b) Discouragement to open new colleges
(c) Selective admissions
(d) Abolishing reservation



2. How can the standards of education be raised?
(a) By admitting only the best students
(b) By opening model institutions
(c) By discouraging dull students
(d) By reducing the number of new entrants

3. How can teachers be helped to brush up their
knowledge?
(a) By providing better library facilities
(b) By arranging refresher courses
(c) By providing them more leisure
(d) By persuasive measures

4. The author is not in favour of restricting admissions
(a) Unless degree are delinked from jobs
(b) Unless alternative opportunities are provided
(c) Unless other incentives are offered
(d) Unless the teacher-student ratio is changed

5. What does the phrase ‘vexed problem’ mean?
(a) An extraordinary problem
(b) A problem which is being discussed at length
(c) A difficult problem
(d) An irritating problem

PASSAGE-40
Mikhali Gorbechev’s ouster, though dramatic in

every respect, is on no account a surprise.  Both his
foes and his closest friends had been warning him of it
with a heightening sense of urgency for the past several
months. Its consequences, however, are wholly
unpredicatable. The Soviet Union could well witness
protracted violence on a mass scale should the
reformists and supporters of the republic, those who
have sought varying degrees of sovereignty for
themselves, choose to defy the central author-ity.  It
is possible that the country after an initial period of
uncertainty, and perhaps even violence, could revert
to the pre-Perestroika system. Equally uncertain is the
course of East-West relations. These are bound to
deteriorate though the extent of deterioration must
remain a matter of conjecture. Hailed abroad as a
leader who had dared to free Soviet citizens from fear,
who had enabled the countries of Eastern Europe to
become democracies even as they regained their full

sovereign status, who had paved the way for the
reunification of Germany and who had exposed the
moribund and totalitarian character of communism,
he appeared, at home, to come under fire from all
sides.
1. Under Gorbachev’s term, the Soviet people were

(a) Afraid to speak
(b) Indisciplined and lazy
(c) Committed to communism
(d) Not afraid to criticize

2. The relations between the Soviet Union and
Western countries
(a) Are likely to remain unaffected
(b) May improve considerably
(c) Will definitely get worse
(d) Will fluctuate

3. The post-Gorbachev era may witness
(a) A more open economy
(b) Reversal of Perestroika
(c) Greater role for reformers
(d) Sovereignty for republics

4. As a result of his policies, the countries of Eastern
Europe became
(a) Democratic and truly independent
(b) Authoritarian and inhuman
(c) United and totalitarian
(d) Democratic but with a monarchy

5. The removal of Mikhail Gorbachev from poweris
(a) Vivid and shocking
(b) Dramatic but expected
(c) Thrilling and extraordinary
(d) Strange and cruel

PASSAGE-41
Bansilal’s train was late and it reached Bombay

a little after midnight.  It was his first visit to the city,
and he didn’t know where to go.  He thought he would
go to a choultry where he would not have to pay rent,
but he did not know how to find one at that hour.  He
asked a porter to get him a cheap room. The porter



asked a porter for three rupees to take him to one.
But Bansilal waved him away and walked out of the
station.  He wandered through the streets and asked a
number of people, but could not find a room cheap
enough for him.

He sat down on a park bench to think of what he
should do next. He was very tired and fell asleep on
the bench.  He woke up the next morning, stiff in every
limb; but he smiled when he realized that it was the
cheapest night’s lodging that he had ever had.
1. Bansilal could not get any accommodation for the

night as
(a) All the hotels in the city were closed
(b) All the hotel rooms were booked
(c) The hotels were too expensive for him to

afford.
(d) He wanted to spend the night in the open

2. In the passage the word ‘choultry’ should mean
(a) An expensive hotel
(b) A highway hotel
(c) A roadside eatery
(d) A free resting place

3. The porter refused to help Bansilal because
(a) He was rude to the porter
(b) He had no previous acquaintance with the

porter
(c) He spoke a language which the porter could

not understand
(d) He refused to pay the porter any tip

4. The night in the open
(a) Refreshed Bansilal
(b) Gave him aches all over his body
(c) Made his limbs stronger
(d) Did not affect him at all

5. From the passage, Bansilal emerges as
(a) A thrifty person
(b) An extravagant spender
(c) An adventurous person
(d) A fun loving person

PASSAGE-42
Most of us use the products of science-railways,

aeroplanes, electricity, wireless and thousands of others-
without thinking how they came into existence.  We
take them as a matter of right.  We are very proud of
the fact that we live in an advanced age and are
ourselves very advanced.  Now, there is no doubt that
our age is very different from previous ages and I think
it is perfectly correct to say that it is far more advanced.
But it is a different thing from saying that we, as
individuals or groups, are more advanced.  It would be
the height of absurdity to say that because an engine
driver can run an engine and Plato or Socrates could
not, the engine driver is more advanced than, or is
superior to, Plato or Socrates.  But it would be perfectly
correct to say that the engine itself is a more advanced
method of locomotion than Plato’s chariot was.
1. Which one of the following statements is true?

(a) An engine driver is cleverer than Plato or
Socrates

(b) Plato or Socrates are in no way inferior to the
engine driver

(c) Plato and Socrates surpassed the engine driver
in every respect

(d) The engine driver cannot be compared to Plato
or Socrates

2. In this passage, the author mentions Plato and
Socrates to emphasise that
(a) They were men of great scholarship
(b) People as individuals in the modern age are

not more advanced than their predecessors
(c) The engine is a better mode of locomotion than

Plato’s chariot
(d) Plato and Socrates had greater respect for

learning
3. According to the author, the present age is far more

advanced than
(a) All the previous ages in some respects
(b) The age of Plato and Socrates in some respects
(c) Some of the previous ages in all respects
(d) All the previous ages in all respects



4. Many of us make use of machines
(a) With very little knowledge of their mechanism
(b) Without any knowledge of their historical

significance
(c) With full knowledge of their genesis
(d) Without knowing how they were invented

5. People today are very proud because they live
(a) In a philosophically advanced age
(b) In a materially  advanced age
(c) In a scientifically advanced age
(d) In a spiritually advanced age

PASSAGE-43
Ecocomists, ethicists and business experts

persuade us that honesty is the best policy, but their
evidence is weak.  We hoped to find data that would
support their theories and thus, perhaps, encourage
higher standards of business behaiviour. To our surprise
their pet theories failed to stand up.  Treachery, we
found, can pay.  There is no compelling economic reason
to tell the truth or keep one’s word.  Punishment for
the treacherous in the real world is neither swift nor
sure.

Honesty is, in fact, primarily a moral choice.
Business people do tell themselves that, in the long run,
they will do well by doing god.  But there is little factual
or logical basis for this conviction.  Without values,
without a basic preference of right over wrong, trust
based on such delusion would crumble in the face of
temptation.  Most of us choose virtue because we want
to believe in ourselves and because others respect and
believe us.

And due to this, we should be happy.  We can be
proud of a system in which people are honest because
they want to be, not because they have to be.  Materially,
too trust based on morality provides great advantages.
It allows us to join in great and exciting enterprise.  It
allows us to join in great advantages.  It allows us to
join in great and exciting enterprises that we could never
undertake if we relied on economic incentives alone.

Economists tell us that trust is enforced in the
market place through relation and reputation.  If you
violate a trust, your victim is apt to seek revenge and
other are likely to stop doing business with you, at least
under favourable terms.  A man or woman with a
reputation for fair dealing will prosper. Therefore, profit
maximisers are honest.  This sounds plausible enough
until you look for concrete examples. Cases that

apparently demonstrate the awful consequences of trust
turn out to be few and weak, while evidence that
treachery can pay seems compelling.
1. According to the passage, what do economists and

ethicists, want us to believe?
(a) Businessmen should always be honest
(b) Businessmen cannot always be honest
(c) Businessmen turn dishonest at times
(d) Businessmen are honest only at times

2. What did the author find out about the theory that
‘honesty is the best policy?
(a) It is correct on many occasions
(b) It is correct for all businesses
(c) It is a useless theory
(d) It is a theory which seems to be correct only

occasionally
3. Why are businessmen, according to the author,

honest in their dealings?
(a) Businessmen are God-fearing
(b) Businessmen choose to be honest
(c) Businessmen are honest by nature
(d) All businessmen are caught if they are dishonest

4. According to the author, which of the following, is
the reason for being honest in business?
(a) It gives no immediate benefits
(b) It gives no long-term benefits
(c) It makes a person self-seeking
(d) None of the above

5. Why does the author say that one can be proud of
the present situation?
(a) People are self-respecting
(b) People are respect-seekers
(c) People are uselfish
(d) People are honest without compulsion

6. What is the material advantage which the author
sees in being honest?
(a) It permits one to undertake activities which may

not be economically attractive
(b) It permits one to be honest for the sake of

honesty alone
(c) It permits one to be make a lot of profit in

various areas
(d) It permits one to form various trusts to make

profits



7. Why do businessmen, according according to
economists, remain honest?
(a) Dishonest businessmen can make more money
(b) Dishonest businessmen make money in the long

run
(c) Dishonest businessmen cannot stay in business

for long
(d) Dishonest businessmen are flogged in the

market place
8. Which of the following phrases is most nearly the

same in  meaning as the word ‘persuade’ as it has
been used in the passage?
(a) Give an assurance (b) Give an opinion
(c) Try to convince (d) Cheat

9. Which of the following is false according to
passage?
(a) Economists believe that all businessmen are

dishonest
(b) Generally people are honest so as to earn self-

respect
(c) Virtuous behavior earns the respect of others.
(d) All dishonest men are not caught

10. Which of the following best describes what the
author is trying to point out through the last sentence
of of the passage, ‘Cases that…..compelling’?
(a) The consequences of dishonesty
(b) Theories do not seem to be true
(c) Economists predict correctly
(d) The contradictions in the real world

PASSAGE-44
The greatest enemy of mankind, as people have

discovered, is not science, but war. Science merely
reflects the prevailing social forces.  It is found that,
when there is peace, science is constructive;  when
there is war, science is constructive; when there is war,
science is perverted to destructive ends. The weapons
which science gives us do not necessarily cause war;
they make war increasingly terrible. Till now, it has
brought us to the doorstep of doom.  Our main problem,
therefore, is not to curb science, but to stop war-to
substitute law for force, and international government
for anarchy in the relations of one nation with another.

That is a job in which everybody must participate,
including the scientists.  But the bombing of Hiroshima
suddenly woke us up to the fact that we have vvery
little time.  The hour is late and our work has scarcely
begun.  Now we are face to face with an urgent
question-Can education and tolerance, understanding
and creative intelligence run fast enough to keep us
abreast with our own mounting capacity to destroy?
That is the question which we shall have to anwer one
way or the other in this generation.  Science must help
us in arriving at the answer, but the main decision lies
within ourselves.
1. According to the writer, the real enemy of mankind

is not science but war, because
(a) Science merely invents the weapons with

which war is fought
(b) Science during wars becomes destructive
(c) The weapons that science invents necessarily

lead to war
(d) The weapons invented by science do not cause

war, though these make it more destructive
2. War can be stopped if

(a) Science is not allowed to lead us to utter
destruction

(b) We replace force and lawlessness by law and
international government

(c) Science is restricted to be utilized only during
war time

(d) Weapons invented by science are not used to
launch a war.

3. According to the writer, the main problem we are
faced with is to
(a) Stop science from reflecting social forces
(b) Stop scientific activities everywhere
(c) Abolish war
(d) Prevent scientists from participating in

destructive activities
4. Our mounting sagacity to destroy can be kept under

control by
(a) Encouraging social forces
(b) Education and broad-mindedness
(c) Insight and constructive thinking
(d) Both (b) and (c) (as above) together



5. The expression ‘bring to the doorstep of doom’
means
(a) Carry close to death and destruction
(b) Lead to the threshold of a new destiny
(c) Indulge in a ruinous activity
(d) Introduces to an unpredictable destiny

6. Which one of the following statements is not
implied in the passage?
(a) People needlessly blame science for war
(b) Science is misused for destructive purposes
(c) Neither science nor the weapons it invents

add to the horrors of war
(d) The role of science in ensuring world peace

is subsidiary to that of man
7. Which of the following is opposite in meaning to

the word ‘anarchy’ in the passage?
(a) Law and order
(b) Political dominance
(c) Economic prosperity
(d) Communal harmony

8. The phrase ‘our work has scarcely begun’ implies
that our work
(a) Has not yet begun
(b) Has only just begun
(c) Has been half-way through
(d) Has begun, but not yet completed

9. The expression ‘keep us abreast’ in the passage
means
(a) Keep at a distance
(b) Keep side by side
(c) Hold out a challenge
(d) Prevent from escaping

10. Which of the following would be the most suitable
title for the passage:
(a) Science and social forces
(b) Science and the horrors or war
(c) Science and world peace
(d) Science and the new generation

PASSAGE-45
We develop the vital bond of attachment between

a mother and her child through a smiling response.  As
a visual stimulus, the smile has attained its unique
configuration principally by the simple act of turning
up the corners of the mouth.  The mouth is opened to
some extend and the lips pulled back, as in the
expression of fear, but with the curling-up of the corner,
the character of the expression of radically changed.
This development has in turn led to the possibility of
another and contrasting facial posture-that of the down-
turned mouth.  By adopting a mouthline that is the
complete opposite of the smile it is possible to signal an
anti-smile.  Just as laughing, 50 also the unfriendly face
has evolved by a pendulum swing from the friendly
face.

But there is more to smiling than a line of the mouth.
As adults, we may be able to convey our mood by a
mere twist of the lips, but the infant throws much more
into the battle.  When smiling at full intensity, it also
kicks and waves its arms about, stretches its hands out
towards the stimulus and moves them about, produces
babbling sound, tilts back its head and protrudes its chin,
leans its trunk forward or rolls it to one side and
exaggerates its respiration.  Its eyes become brighter
and may close slightly; wrinkles appear underneath or
along the eye and sometimes also on the bridges of the
nose; the fold of the skin between the sides of the nose
and the side of the mouth becomes more accentuated,
and the tongue may be slightly protruded.  The body
movements seem to indicate a stuggle on the infant’s
part to make contact with the mother.  With its clumsy
physique, the baby is probably showing us all that
remains of the ancestral primate’s clinging response.
1. We recognize a smile by

(a) The turning up of the corners of the mouth
(b) Opening the mouth, str4etching the lips

making them longer and curling up the
corners

(c) Stretching the lips and turning down the
corners while at the same time opening the
mouth a little

(d) Kicking and moving the arms and stretching
the hands towards the opposite person



2. An adult can convey his smile by
(a) A mere twist of his lips
(b) Twisting his lips upwards
(c) Kicking his arms about, producting babbling

noises and breathing hard
(d) Adopting a mouth line completely opposite the

anti-smile shape
3. Which statement TRUE?

(a) A baby’s smile is more vigorous than that of
an adult

(b) When compared to adults, a baby smiles more
quietly

(c) It is not possible to speak when one is smiling,
especially when the person is baby

(d) Babies make babbling noises, tilt their heads
back and protrude their chin before they can
smile

4. Smiling is an effort on the infant’s part to show
(a) That it is happy
(b) Its mother is happy
(c) That it is struggling to make contact with its

mother
(d) It attempts to develp a vital bond of attachment

which its ape-like ancestors tried to do by
clinging to the mother

5. Give the meaning of the ‘exaggerate’
(a) Hyperabole (b) Significant
(c) Metaphor (d) None of these

PASSAGE-46
He dropped off to sleep. The cigarette slipped out

of his mouth and burnt a great black hole in his only
shirt.  The smart of the burn awoke him, and he got up,
cursing under his breath, and fumbled in the dark for a
needle in order to sew up the hole.

Otherwise his wife would see it in the morning and
would nag away at him for a couple of hours. But he
could not find a needle. He fell asleep again.
1. The cigarette fell out of the man’s mouth because

(a) He fell off his stool
(b) He was surprised to see that it had made a

hole in his shirt
(c) He fell asleep while smoking
(d) He fumbled in the dark for a needle

2. The man woke up in the dark because
(a) The cigarette had burnt his favourite shirt
(b) The cigarette had burnt his only shirt
(c) The cigarette had to be lit againt
(d) The cigarette had burnt him

3. The man got up to search for a needle because
(a) His wife would be very upset
(b) The cigarette had damaged his only shirt
(c) He wanted to mend the shirt
(d) The bum-hole was huge and black

4. The man wanted to sew the hole because
(a) He wanted to avoid being scolded by his wife
(b) He had nothing else to do
(c) He had no other shirt
(d) He wanted to sleep again

5. Which one of the following statements best sums
up the man’s reaction to his problem?
(a) The man is extremely upset to find the shirt

burnt and frantically tries to repair the damage
(b) The hole in the shirt and The wife’s anticipated

nagging are minor problems, the greater one is
that the man cannot find a needle.

(c) Neither the shirt-hole nor the nagging nor the
lack of a needle is of great consequence

(d) The man is terrified of his wife and dreads her
discovering the burnt shirt

PASSAGE-47
It happened one day, about noon, going towards

my boat, I was exceedingly surprised with the print of
a man’s naked foot on the shore, which was very plain
to be seen in the sand I stood like one thunder-struck,
or as if I had seen an apparition.  I listened, I looked
round me, I could hear nothing, nor see anything.  I
went up the shore, and down the shore, but it was all
one, I could see no other impression but that one, I
went to it again to see if there were any more, and to
observe if it might not be my fancy; but there ws no
room for that for there was exactly the very print of a
foot-toes, heel and every part of a foot.
1. On finding the foot-print on the shore, what did the

author do?
(a) Did not pay much attention to it
(b) Observed it with curiosity
(c) Began to investigate its origin
(d) Ran away in fear



2. Which one of the following words best describes
the emotion evoked by the foot-print in the author?
(a) Curiosity (b) Indifference
(c) Fear (d) Surprise

3. How does the author convince himself that the
foot-print is real one?
(a) By finding the person who made it
(b) By being told about it by a witness
(c) By thinking about it for some time
(d) By examining it carefully and noticing its details

4. Which one of these expressions best brings out
the effect of the foot-print on the author?
(a) Seen an apparition
(b) Stood like one thunder-struck
(c) Went up the shore
(d) Looked round himself

5. The passage is full of short simple sentences. Their
purpose is to
(a) Facilitate easy understanding
(b) Give a plain narration
(c) Convey breathless excitement
(d) Imply the inability of the author to write in a

better way.
PASSAGE-48

While I stood drinking in the beauty of this placid
scene I became conscious of an alteration.  In a
moment the sole porter emerged from his midday nap,
operated a signal that clanked noisily into position, and
then ambled slowly towards me for my return-half-
ticket, whilst I remarked that his red amiable face and
easy-going gait were in perfect harmony with the
tranquil surroundings.

A wisp of smoke on the horizon with a dark snake
crawling beneath it announced the approach of the train.
As it drew nearer, the deep silence of the place was
gradually displaced by a creaking of brakes and a
hissing of steam.

Save for myself, no one entered the train and no
one alighted.  The porter with leisurely expertness,
trundled a couple of milk churns on board, the door
was slammed, the guard signaled to the driver, and we
moved off, leaving the small station once more to its
drowsy silence.

1. What does the author suggest by the word ‘placid’?
(a) The scene was filled with noise of the train
(b) The place was filled with lively humanity
(c) The place was quite and lonely
(d) The horizon looked smoke laden

2. Who/what does first break the silence in the station?
(a) The train (b) The porter
(c) The passenger (d) Milk churns

3. Who had midday nap?
(a) The author (b) The passenger
(c) The station-master (d) The porter

4. The central ideal of the passage is
(a) Leisure and peace (b) Hurry and noise
(c) Activity (d) The porter

70. The meaning of drowsy is
(a) Untidy (b) Sleepy
(c) Freezing (d) Drugged

PASSAGE-49
Deriving your authority from the government, your

position would secure the respect the consideration of
everyone, especially in a service where official rank
carries so much weight. This would secure to you every
attention and comfort on your way and there, together
with a complete submission to your orders. I know these
things are a matter of indifference to you except so far
as they may further the great object you have in view,
but they are of importance in themselves, and of every
importance to those who have a right to take an interest
in your personal position and comfort.
1. The great objects in the passage means

(a) Significant items (b) Noble goals
(c) Precious merchandise (d) Objects of praise

2. The writer is asking his reader to accept
(a) Great objects
(b)  A respected position
(c) An official rank
(d) A significant assignment

3. The person addressed is most likely a
(a) Social worker
(b) Government servant
(c) Commercial agent
(d) Foreign dignitary



4. The writer’s attitude towards the person addressed
is characterized by
(a) Officiousness (b) Flattery
(c) Humility (d) Arrogance

5. The above passage most probably is a part of a
(a) Speech
(b) Official communication
(c) Written report
(d) Personal letter

PASSAGE-50
The New Year is a time for resolutions. Mentally

at least, most of us could compile formidable lists of
do’s and don’ts. The same old favourites recur year in
and year out with monotonous regularity. Past
experience has taught us that certain accomplishments
are beyond attainment. If we remain inveterate
smokers, it is only because we have so often
experienced the frustration that results from failure.
Most of us fail in our efforts at self-improvement
because our schemes are too ambitious and we never
have time to carry them out. We also make the
fundamental error of announcing our resolutions to
everybody so that we look even more foolish when
we slip back into our old bad ways.
1. The phrase ‘formidable lists of ‘do’s and don’ts’

means that
(a) The bad points of our character are formidable
(b) The list is so long that it is frightening
(c) The things that need to be included is frightening
(d) The realization that we are so imperfect is

frightening
2. The same old favourites recur…….with

monotonous regularity’ implies that
(a) We went to be so perfect that we include some

items regularly
(b) We have been so regularly doing certain things

that they have become monotonous
(c) In spite of repeated failures, we still would like

to try one more time
(d) Some favourite actions if repeated often could

become monotonous

3. The author seems to imply that many are inveterate
smokers because
(a) They have not really tried to give up smoking
(b) They know from past experience that they can

never succeed in their attempt to give up
(c) They want to forget the frustration of not

smoking
(d) They do not have the will power to stop

smoking
4. The author says that most of us fail in our attempts

at self-improvement because
(a) We set too high goals for ourselves
(b) We do not have the persistence of mind
(c) Our nature is such that we cannot become

perfect
(d) Certain imperfections have become a part and

parcel of our lives
5. The author seems to think that others

(a) Feel happy when we slip back to our old ways
(b) Do not really want us to improve ourselves
(c) Are ready to tease and laugh at our attempts
(d) Might embarrass us by praising our attempts

PASSAGE-51
There is one salient difference between education

as understood by the Greeks and the popular ideas of
education in our own day.  To the Greeks, education
was primarily a training of the faculties that should fit
man for the exercise of though and duties of citizenship.
The modern world looks rather to the acquisition of
some skill or knowledge that is needed for a career; it
thinks more of the product than of the process.
Acquaintance with facts counts more with the modern
while mental completeness and grasp were prized by
the Greeks above everything else.  But mental
completeness did not mean to the Greeks intellectual
discipline alone; it meant also a discipline and moulding
of character, a training in public spirit, a suppression of
the individual, a devotion to civic ends.  It is, on the one
hand, mental illumination, but it also implies refinement
and delicacy of feeling, a scorn of what is self-seeking,
ignoble, dishonorable-a scorn bred of loving familiarity
with poets and philosophers. Our nearest expression



for this generous and many sided training is the word
‘Culture”.  Culture, however, to many minds suggests
a kind of polish, a superficial refinement.  Besides, it
has an air of exclusiveness; it is thought of as the
privilege of the favored few.
1. What is the aim of education as understood by the

ancient Greeks?
(a) To gain some skill or knowledge
(b) To prepare for a carrer
(c) To learn the duties of citizenship
(d) None of the above

2. What is the popular idea of education today?
(a) To prepare for a carrier
(b) Mental development
(c) Physical development
(d) Both (b) and (c)

3. What did mental completeness mean to the
Greeks?
(a) Intellectual development only
(b) Moulding of character
(c) Training in public spirit
(d) Both (b) and (c)

4. What does Culture mean to some minds?
(a) Refinement of delicacy of feeling
(b) Scorn of poets and philosophers
(c) A kind of polish, a superficial refinement
(d) None of the above

5. What does Greek Culture really mean?
(a) A link between learning and citizenship
(b) An air of exclusiveness
(c) An acquaintance with facts
(d) None of the above

PASSAGE-52
The emancipated women may enjoy rank, wealth,

position, may even knowledge; they may know French
and play on the organ but what then?  They do not
know what to do with themselves.  They rush here
and there among outword things, pushing, carrying,
dragging, busy typing this know and untying they other,
blaming this person and cursing another.  They sulk,
they sneer, they scold and complain bitterly against all
and sundry that the elements are unfriendly and they

are not having a nice time. They waste their emotions
on vulgar trivialities, and the frippery and the tinsel
absorb all their energies. When they escape into solitude,
they have a strained, harassed, haunted, nervous look.
A nameless sadness weighs them down and they
overtake them. Life has become what we see in pictures
and Cinemas-an idiot’s tale, full of pain and piffle, which
signifies nothing.
1. According to the writer what is wrong with the

emancipated women?
(a) They don’t enjoy their rank, wealth and position
(b) They do not know what to do with themselves
(c) They know French but play on the organ
(d) None of the above

2. Which meaningless activities do they indulge in?
(a) They learn French
(b) They play on the organ
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above

3. What is their Chief Complaint in life?
(a) They are not having in nice time
(b) They blame some and curse others
(c) They rush here and there among outword things
(d) None of the above

4. What do they waste their energy on?
(a) On vulgar trivialities
(b) On seeing pictures
(c) On wearing beautiful clothes
(d) None of the above

5. What do they in their solitude?
(a) They feel harassed and nervous
(b) They become delirious and deranged
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above

PASSAGE-53
What, then are the prospects of a single government

for the whole world? Unfortunately they are not very
promising. Two attempts have been made within the
last forty years to bring the nations together, first in the
League of Nations, which was created after the 1914-
1918 war; secondly, in the United Nations Organisation
which was the product of the last war. Neither of these
associations has, however, been very successful. The



League of Nations was helpless to prevent the second
world war, and its successor, the United Nations
Organisation seems to have no authority over the great
powers. How, indeed, could it have such authority when
it is without armed forces to impose it. Many people
think that the only way in which the nations of the world
can be brought together the control of a single world
government is through the domination of the rest by a
single power, as the European world was dominated
by Rome in the centuries immediately succeeding the
birth of Christ.
1. What are the two recent examples of a world

govt.?
(a) League of Nations
(b) United Nations Organization
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above

2. How did the league of Nations fail?
(a) It had no authority over the world powers
(b) It could not prevent the Second World war
(c) It had no army of its own
(d) None of the above

3. How can a World govt. control the whole world?
(a) It must have a lot money
(b) All powerful countries should come to gether
(c) It should be controlled by a strong dictator
(d) None of the above

4. Why has U.N.O. failed?
(a) Veto power is used in the Security Council
(b) All countries are not its members
(c) It has no army to enforce its authority
(d) None of the above

5. Which event caused the birth of U.N.O.?
(a) Failure of the League of Nations to stop the

Second World War
(b) Roman occupation of Europe
(c) The First World War
(d) None of the above

PASSAGE-54
There are three main group of oils animal, vegetable

and mineral. Great quantities of animal oil come from
whales, those enormous creatures of the sea, which
are the largest of the animals remaining in the world.
To protect the whales from the cold of the Arctic seas,
nature has provided them with a thick covering of fat,
called blubber.  When the whale is killed, the blubber is
stripped off and boiled down. It produces a great
quantity of oil which can be made into food for human
consumption.  A few other creatures yield oil, but none
so much as the whale. The livers of the cod and halibut,
two kinds of fish, yield nourishing oil.  Both cod liver oil
are given to sick children and other invalids who need
certain vitamins.

Vegetable oil has been known from very old times.
No household can get on without it, for it is used in
cooking.  Perfumes may be made from the oils of
certain flowers.  Soaps are made from vegetable and
animal products and the oils of certain flowers.
41. The main source of animal oil is

(a) Fish (b) Whale
(c) Seaweeds (d) Plants

42. Vegetable oil is mainly used for
(a) Eating (b) Cooking
(c) Frying (d) Lubricating

43. The…… of fish yield nourishing oil.
(a) Liver (b) Sstomach
(c) Eyes (d) Head

44. The thick protective covering of fat on a whale is
called a
(a) Skin (b) Cells
(c) Blubber (d) Fins

45. …… are made from vegetable, animal products
and the oils of certain flowers.
(a) Perfumes (b) Cosmetics
(c) Cooking medium (d) Soaps

PASSAGE-55
The printing press has made knowledge available

to the vast multitude of people.  But what kind of
knowledge is it? Is it of any permanent character?
Books have become common and, when we say that
books like the Sexton Blake series sell like hot cakes,
we have an index of the nature of knowledge which a
typical person in a vast multitude seeks. Let me tell



you of an incident that took place in America a few
years ago. An American publisher printed a million
copies of the works Charles Dickens in the hope that
he could easily sell them on the name of the author.
But to his disappointment, not even the widest publicity
and advertisement could enable him to sell the books.
Being sorely tired, he hit on a plan.  He tore off the
cover pages, substituted covers containing sensational
love headings for the titles and again advertised the
new books.  In a week, all the books were sold out.
We are not concerned here with the moral of the
bookseller’s action.  What we have to note is that only
books of a sensational type are really sought for by the
ordinary folk who have a great aversion to serious study.
So, you will see that the grand argument that the Printing
Press has made knowledge available even to the masses
is certainly fallacious and quite misleading.  To put it
correctly, it has created a taste for a low order of books.
1. Sexton Blake series are big sellers because they

(a) Disseminate knowledge
(b) Are informative
(c) Satisfy a typically serious reader
(d) Are sensational

2. The American publisher had chosen the works of
Charles dickens to
(a) Given wide publicity to Dickens works
(b) Offer the readers what best he could
(c) Counter the trash
(d) Make money easily

3. What is the main contention of the passage?
(a) To stress the popularity of the printing press
(b) To point out the disappointment of serious

readers
(c) To shed light on the morale of the publishers
(d) To bring out the evil impacts of the publishers

4. The author’s contention makes us feel that he
(a) Is unilateral in his argument
(b) Is balanced
(c) Is a typical critic
(d) Argues convincingly

5. Who is Charles Dickens?
(a) A playwright (b) An epic poet
(c) A short story writer (d) A novelist

PASSAGE-56
Our awareness of time has reached such a pitch

of intensity that we suffer acutely whenever our travels
take us into some corner of the world where people
are not interested in minutes and seconds.  The
unpunctuality of the Orient, for example, is appalling to
those who come fre3shly from a land of fixed mealtimes
and regular train services. For a modern American or
Englishman, waiting is a psychological torture.  An
Indian accepts the blanks hours with resignation, even
with satisfaction. He has not lost the fine art of doing
nothing. Our notion of time as collection of minutes,
each of which must be filled with some business or
amusement, is wholly alien to the Greek.  For the man
who lives in a pre-industrial world, time moves at a
slow and easy pace: for the good reason that he has
not been made conscious of the existence of minutes.
1. What is the main theme of the passage?

(a) Concept of time in pre-industrial world
(b) The Greek concept of time
(c) Awareness of time in the modern industrial world
(d) The Orientals and their awareness of time

2. The Orientals are alien to
(a) The business of amusement
(b) The notion of time as a collection of minutes.
(c) Industrialization
(d) The fine art of doing nothing

3. A person who belongs to pre-industrial world
(a) Knows the utility of time
(b) Knows how to derive happiness by making use

of time carefully
(c) Does not care about each minute
(d) Cares much for every minute

4. According to the author
(a) The Orientals are very punctual
(b) The Americans or the Englishmen are punctual
(c) The Greek and the Orientals are very punctual
(d) The Indians are very punctual

5. The ‘orient’ in the passage refers to
(a) China and Japan
(b) Japan and England
(c) England and America
(d) America alone



PASSAGE-57
If you believe you can, you can.  If you believe you

cannot, you cannot. Think negatively and you will get a
negative result because by your thoughts you create a
negative atmosphere which is hospitable to negative
result. On the contrary, think positively and you create
a positive atmosphere which makes positive result a
certainty.

To cultivate positive thinking, speak hopefully about
everything. Then feed you mind with good, nourishing
and wholesome thoughts. Keep good company of friends
who are optimistic. Read scriptures which will cast
away your negative thoughts. Lastly, pray a great deal
and count the blessings that God has given you. Thus
you can overcome negative thoughts of failure and
cultivate positive thoughts of success.
1. Think negatively and you will get

(a) Bad result (b) Immediate result
(c) Negative result (d) Positive result

2. If you want to cultivate positive thinking
(a) You should think and speak hopefully
(b) You should speak boldly
(c) You should speak softly
(d) You should speak loudly

3. The passage is on
(a) Pessimism (b) Optimism
(c) Tourism (d) Naturalism

4. What will cast away your negative thoughts?
(a) Newspapers (b) Magazines
(c) Books (d) Holy books

5. Which of the following statements is not true?
(a) Good friends elevate our thoughts.
(b) Prayer helps us to keep our mind clean.
(c) It is not possible to change a pessimist into an

optimist.
(d) For cultivating optimism, we should always

speak hopefully.
PASSAGE-58

Bill Sikes was determined to make one last effort
for his life by dropping into the creek, and endeavouring
to creep away in the darkness and confusion.

Close by him was a chimney.  He set his foot
against it, fastened one end of the cord tightly round it,
and with the other made a strong running loop.  He
could let himself down by the cord to within a few feet
of the creek then cut it there and drop.

He had his knife ready in his hand, but at the very
instant that he brought the loop over his head,
something seemed to make him turn.  He stared behind
him on the roof, and threw his arms above his head and
uttered a yell of terror. “The eyes again!” he cried.

Staggering as if struck by lightning, he lost his
balance and tumbled over the parapet. The noose was
on his neck.  It ran up with his weight and tightened.
He fell for five-and-thirty feet. There was a sudden
jerk-and there he hug, with the open knife still clenched
in his stiffening hand.
1. Why did Bill Sikes utter a yell of Terror?

(a) He saw a ghost.
(b) He saw a gun pointed at him.
(c) He saw the haunting eyes
(d) He saw the police.

2. What was found close by Bill Sikes?
(a) A chimney (b) A stack of cards
(c) A cup of tea (d) A cake

3. Where did Bill Sikes want to drop?
(a) Into a creek (b) Into the chimney
(c) A title broke away. (d) Into the river

4. Why did he tumble over the parapet wall?
(a) He lost his balance (b) It rained hard.
(c) A title broke away.
(d) The wall was slippery.

5. Why did Bill Sikes keep a knife in his hand?
(a) To cut a fruit (b) To cut the rope
(c) To threaten his pursuers (d) None of these

PASSAGE-59
Power and possession have been central pursuits

of modern civilization for a long time.  They blocked
out or distorted other features of the western
renaissance (revival) which promised so much for
humanity. What people have been and are still being
taught to praise are money, success, control over the
lives of others, acquisition of more and more objects.
Modern social, political, and economic systems, whether
capitalist, fascist or communist, reject in their working
the basic principal that the free and creative infoldment
of every man, woman and child is the true measure of
the worth of any society. Such infoldment requires



understanding and imagination, integrity and
compassion, co-operation among people and harmony
between the human species and the rest of nature.
Acquisitivenes and the pursuit of power have made
the modern man an aggressor against everything that
is non-human, an exploiter and oppressor of those who
are poor, meek and unorganized, a pathological type
which hates and distrusts the world and suffers from
both acute loneliness and false pride.
1. The author appears to be advocating which of the

following approaches to be adopted by society?
(a) Capitalistic (b) Communist
(c) Humanistic (d) Authoritarian

2. Which of the following best describes the behavior
of modern Man?
(a) Imaginative and sympathetic
(b) Cruel and greedy
(c) Conscientious and cooperative
(d) Perceptive and creative

3. According to the passage, why has modern man
turned out as an enemy of everything that is non-
human?
(a) He has been dominated by drives of acquisitiveness

and power.
(b) He consciously practices spirit of co-operation.
(c) Non-humans have refused co-operation to

human beings.
(d) He hates and distrusts other human beings.

4. Which of the following statements is not true in
context of the given passage?
(a) Power and possession go hand in hand.
(b) The modern man is not individualist.
(c) There is a need for a new renaissance.
(d) Poor and weak people are oppressed by the

modern man.
5. Which of the following is one of the requirements

bringing out the best in man?
(a) Money (b) Success
(c) Power (d) Understanding

PASSAGE-60
Child psychology is certainly not a strong point with

most Indian schools. Why else would they inflict a
double trauma on a student faring badly in the pre-boards
by banning her from taking the board exams often with
fatal results as evidenced by reports of student suicides
in the run-up to the boards? Now the Central Board of
secondary Education (CBSE) has stepped in and put
the brakes on this discriminatory practice, ruling that
no student can be banned from the board exams without
prior clearance from the CBSE. This is good news for
parents and students, many of whom have had to live
with the threat of performance-linked department. While
the school’s logic is that in order to attract talented
students, they need to maintain their performance
records at high levels. The assumption that a student
faring poorly at the pre-board will replicate this at the
boards is faulty. Chances are that the student will be
spurred to work doubly hard. On the other hand, the
threat of debarment will almost certainly impact
adversely on his/her performance. Of course, linking
pre-boards to the boards is only one of the problems
with our school systems.
1. Which is the good news for parents, according to

the passage?
(a) Schools will take the responsibility of preparing

students for the board.
(b) Schools will provide study facilities to the poor

student.
(c) Schools will enforce discipline to ensure higher

attendance of students.
(d) No students can be banned from the Boards

without prior clearance from the CBSE.
2. What is the ruling of the CBSE?

(a) Students must pass the pre-board exam before
appearing for the Board exam.

(b) Schools should follow the practice of
performance-linked debarment.

(c) Schools should maintain the performance
record of students at high level.

(d) Schools must motivate students to work hard.
3. What is the faulty assumption of schools, according

to the passage?
(a) Students who do not do well at pre-boards will

be motivated to work hard.
(b) Pre-boards are generally easy and therefore

students take them lightly.
(c) Students who fare poorly at the pre-boards will

fail at the boards.
(d) Learning by note is a better method of learning.



4. Which of the following, according to the passage,
is the problem with our school system?
(a) Providing study facilities to the students
(b) Linking pre-board performance of students to

the boards
(c) Teacher ’s lack of  knowledge of child

psychology
(d) Attracting talented students

5. According to the passage, parents had to live with
the threat of
(a) Falling grades of their wards
(b) Not getting their wards admitted in the quality

schools.
(c) Schools not treating their wards with the attitude

of counselor
(d) Linking performance of their wards in pre-

boards to the debarment
PASSAGE-61

For the months the old tanker, African Queen, lay
turned over on her side, stuck fast in the sand off the
coast of Maryland. She had run aground so badly that
her owners had decided to leave her to her fate.  It was
considered impossible to refloat her and the ship began
to rust and sink deeper and deeper into the sands.  Men
frequently came out in small boats and removed any
parts that coul0d be sold-until two men decided to
attempt the impossible: to float the African Queen once
more.  Both men were engineers and had no experience
of ships so that few people thought they could succeed.

The men began by studying the exact state of the
African Queen and came to the conclusion that she
would float again if air were pumped into the tanks
which were now full of sea-water.  A driver was sent
down to examine the underside of the ship.  In the cold,
dark water he found an enormous hole in her side which
had been torn when the ship ran aground.  It was plain
that nothing could be seen until the hole was repaired.
As no single sheet of steel would cover it, the men were
obliged to order a great number of sheets which had to
be joined together.  For several weeks diver worked
countinually to close the hole.  At times, the sea was so
rough that it was difficult to go down; and on more than
one occasion, they had to contend with sharks.

At last the hole was covered and the men began to

pump the sea-water out of the ship’s tanks.  It seemed
as if they were bound to succeed, for when the tanks
were full of air, the African Queen began to stir in the
water.  The men could not understand why she still
would not float until they discovered that her rudder
was embedded in mud.  Huge cranes were brought to
haul the sunken rudder was embedded in mud.  Huge
cranes were brought to haul the sunken rudder out and
the ship was again afloat.  By this time, the men were
almost exhausted.  They had worked ceaselessly for
three months to save the African Queen and had
succeeded when everyone thought they would fail.
Now they stood on the bridge of the ship, tired but
proud, as tugs brought the African Queen into the
harbor.
1. Men frequently went out to the African Queen

because
(a) It was a rare sight to see a sunken ship.
(b) They attempted to float the ship once again
(c) They wanted to take parts of the ship and sell

them.
(d) It was an interesting exercise.

2. How did the two men propose to float the ship
again?
(a) By sending divers to examine the damage
(b) By closing the large hole in her side
(c) By joining a large number of steel sheets together
(d) By pumping air into the tanks

3. What was the danger which the divers faced?
(a) The rough sea
(b) The cold and dark situation underwater
(c) Having to contend with sharks
(d) The cutting edges of the steel sheets

4. The two men felt proud because
(a) They could float the ship in three months.
(b) They had succeeded when everyone thought

they would fail.
(c) The African Queen was coming into the harbor.
(d) The African Queen began to stir in the water.

5. The part of the ship used for steering is called
(a) Rudder (b) Bridge
(c) Underside (d) Tank



PASSAGE-62
Speech is a great blessing but it can also be a

great curse for while it helps us to make our intentions
and desires known to our fellows, it can also, if we
use it carelessly, make our attitudes completely
misunderstood. A slip of the tongue, the use of an
unusual word or of an ambiguous word may create in
enemy where we have hoped to win a friend. A gain
different classes of people use different vocabularies
and the ordinary speech of an educated man may strike
an uneducated listener as showing pride. Unwillingly
we may use a word which bears a different meaning
to our listeners from hat it does to men of our own
class. Thus speech is not a gift to be used lightly without
thought but one which demands carefully handling.
Only a fool will express himself alike to all.
1. Speech is a great blessing

(a) If we use it indiscriminately
(b) If we use it carefully
(c) If we use it to please others
(d) If we use it to play one against the other

2. Speech can also be a great curse
(a) If we express ourselves alike to all
(b) If we adopt different vocabulary to different

class of people
(c) If we always try to please everyone with it
(d) If we always try to win friends with it

3. A slip of the tongue means
(a) Biting the tongue while speaking
(b) Telling lies to defend oneself
(c) Using words carelessly
(d) Incurring loss of profit in hasty bargain.

4. The passage reveals that
(a) The use of ambiguous and unusual words brings

us friends.
(b) Careless use of words creates enemies.
(c) Careful use of words may bring us profit but

not friends.
(d) Speech always reflects one’s attitudes.

5. A fool will express himself alike to all kinds and
conditions of men because.
(a) He wants to play with people.
(b) He wants to deceive everyone
(c) He wants to amuse everyone.
(d) He lacks the power of discrimination in the

use of words.

PASSAGE-63
Every profession or trade, every art and every

science has its technical vocabulary, the function of
which is partly to designate things or processes which
have no names in ordinary English and partly to secure
greater exactness in nomenclature.  Such special dialects
or jargons are necessary in technical discussion of any
kind.  Being universally understood by the devotees of
the particular science or art, they have the precision of
a mathematical formula.  Besides, they save time, for it
is much more economical to name a process than to
describe it.  Thousands of these technical terms are very
properly included in every large dictionary, yet, as a
whole, they are rather on the outskirts of the English
language than actually within its borders.

Different occupations, however, differ widely in the
character of their special vocabularies. In trades and
handicrafts and other vocations like farming and fishing
that have occupied great numbers of man from remote
times, the technical vocabulary is very old. An average
man now uses these in his own vocabulary. The special
dialects of law, medicine, divinity and philosophy have
become familiar to cultivated persons.
1. In recent years, there has been a marked increase in

the number of technical terms in the nomenclature of
(a) Farming (b) Fishing
(c) Sports (d) Government

2. Special words used in technical discussion
(a) May become part of common speech
(b) Never last long
(c) Should resemble mathematical formula
(d) Should be confined to scientific fields

3. The writer of this article is
(a) A scientist (b)  A politician
(c) A linguist (d) A businessman

4. This passage is primarily concerned with
(a) Various occupations and professions
(b) Technical terminology
(c) Scientific undertakings(d) A new language

5. It is true that-
(a) Various profession and occupations often

interchange words.
(b) There is always a non-technical word that may

be substituted for the technical word.
(c) The average man often uses in his own

vocabulary that was once technical language
not meant for him.

(d) Everyone is interested in scientific findings.
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