
Dakota Project Container 
Thanks to the many who gave toward and prayed for the shipping container to safely 
arrive in country.  The container cleared through customs and made its way to Kasana 
at the end of January (perfect timing for us since we were already at Kasana for 
Envisioning, New Hope’s annual staff conference).  It was amazing to see all of the 
different items that had been donated to New Hope, including the skid steer and 
welder generator that are now being used much here at Musana. 
 
Teams  
The beginning of February marked our one-year anniversary of living at the camp site.  
Much like last year, February was filled with hosting teams. Once again, the Lord 
provided for our needs in sending a great cook, Kristen, to help us to take care of all of 
the visitors.   
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It has been almost 3 months since we have sent out an update—time has definitely 
gotten away on us!  We are excited to share about the many things that have filled 
our busy beginning of 2010. 
 
Family Visitors 
During the past 2 months, we have had family members with us for 7 weeks!  
Andrea’s sisters, Melissa and Emily, came out right after Christmas for 3 weeks.  It 
was amazing to be able to share life with them while showing them the camp and 
various places throughout Uganda.  Malachi had no lack of adoring attention from his 
aunts!  A week and a half after they left, Syd’s Dad came as part of the Dakota team.  
He was able to stay with us for an entire month during which time he worked like 
crazy and welded MANY items for us and the camp.  He loved meeting Malachi and 
we LOVED the time we had with family…definitely a breath of fresh air! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We started off the month with the Dakota team’s arrival.  
Many of the members of this team had very significant 
parts in getting the items in the container over here; so 
they were the ones who were breaking in the equipment 
here at the camp, repairing roads, making roads, putting 
in a water pump system from the stream, welding, and 
fixing machines and vehicles.  This is a special team to 
us since we are friends with so many of the people from 
back home.  As always, they were a huge blessing and 
encouragement to us while also completing many 
projects. 
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Construction 
Construction on the camp workshop and our house began in mid-January.  We left for 
Kasana the day that the construction crew arrived and when we returned 2 weeks later, 
the workshop was standing where we had left an empty plot of soil.  It’s been exciting 
seeing the progress.  Just in this last week, the walls for our house have begun to go 
up.  Syd has been a bit frustrated by the lies and raised prices that we have been 
encountering from the local material suppliers.  Please pray for the grace to deal with 
them in a Christ-like way, and pray for the smooth continuation of construction. 
 
Exciting prospects 
With the coming of the new year, Dave and Andrea Bouffard and their 3 children 
arrived at Kasana to go through the Institute of Childcare and Family.  The exciting 
thing to us about this is that sometime after the Institute is over (June or beyond), the 
Bouffards are going to be joining us here at Musana!  Dave and Andrea have gone 
through the same training that we did at Camp Forest Springs, and Dave has been the 
Program Director of a year-round camp and retreat center in Pennsylvania for the last 
several years.  Because of Dave’s experience and giftings, the plan is for him to take 
over more of the administrative areas of Musana, becoming the director. 
 
This past week, we received word from a Ugandan friend that he is interested in joining 
us on staff here at the camp.  We are praying for the Lord’s guidance as we start the 
application process and see how this young man could fill different roles for Musana.  
We are overjoyed for this prospect! 
 
For now we are seeking the Lord as we move ahead each day, doing the little things 
that will continue building this place.  We will not deny that we struggle at times being 
out here “alone” in a culture that is not our own.  We always need prayer to see how 
the Lord would have us to live in this context.  In this struggle, we are thankful for the 
constant reminders of how we need the Lord and how all of this life is about bringing 
glory to Him.  May we daily be living that out!  As always, thanks for reading… 
 
 
 
 
 

Our second team at the camp was a group from Washington, led by one of NHUM’s 
board members who happens to be a doctor.  He led his team in doing 3 medical 
outreaches in our surrounding community while a few of the men stayed back each 
day to do work around the site.  The team was so well received and the care that 
they gave impacted the people in our area.  It was great to have this team be 
ambassadors for Musana and ultimately for our Savior. 
 
Musana’s First Retreat!!  
For various reasons, the 2 Kasana family groups scheduled to come to the camp 
in January had to cancel their trips.  We were so disappointed as we had been 
looking forward to their visits for some time.  At the moment, both of the families 
are rescheduled to come back during their next school break in May…we’re 
praying the retreats will happen this time!   
 
 Top 10 w ays to  know 

you are in “the bush” 
(a little look into our lives) 

1. People must be 
convinced that latrines 
are worth it. 

2. Local people can’t 
figure out how to roll 
down a car window. 

3. The traveling market on 
Thursdays is the only 
way to buy clothes. 

4. You can’t call anyone 
because their cell 
phones are dead and 
the one local generator 
is either broken, out of 
fuel, or the man with the 
key is gone. 

5. Plastic grocery bags are 
treasure. 

6. Moving includes 
packing up all of the 
walls of your house. 

7. Babies scream when 
they see your white skin 

8. Women work topless in 
their gardens. 

9. You offer the only 
steady monthly income.  

10. People don’t know how 
to open a car door. 

 

 
Meanwhile, we were overjoyed to host our first “outside” retreat group.  Twelve 
young church leaders from Kampala came out for a weekend to prepare for their 
year of ministry ahead and be refreshed in the Lord.  We got an email back from the 
group leader with this comment:  

“We had an amazing time there and the team is still talking about it. It was hands 
down the most refreshing, relaxed, hassle-free and effective retreat we have had to 
date and we definitely plan to be back sooner than later.”   

Glory to God for using this place in their lives!! 

& Malachi 


