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Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have received from God? 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
 

God’s house 
Have you heard a person say, “I don’t think a person should dress like that 
(or run, laugh, etc.) when they’re in God’s house”? What’s the implication?  
They are making a statement about where they think God lives…and may 
be surprised to find out the Bible teaches something very different. What 
we learn from the Bible can dramatically change how we live.        
 

A history-shaping event during a feast named Pentecost 
Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast days, also referred to as the Feast 
of Harvest (or Weeks).  Exodus 23-24; Leviticus 16, Numbers 28, Deuteronomy 16. 
It was the celebration of the early weeks of harvest, and occurred 49 days 
after the first day of Passover.  The 50th day marked the Day of Pentecost; 
hence, the name.  According to Jewish Law, people would travel to 
Jerusalem from wherever they were living to be in attendance during this 
celebration. Streets were clogged with thousands of celebrating pilgrims. 
 

God changes address 
Acts 2 marks a history-shaping event that empowered a new global 
movement, a rapidly growing group of Jesus-followers called the church. 

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” Acts 2:1-4 

 Wind:  In Greek, the word for Spirit is the same as that for “wind.” 

 Fire:  This symbol had huge significance (see below). 

 Speaking in tongues:  One of many evidences of the Holy Spirit 
living in followers of Jesus.  Definition:  “A gift from the Holy Spirit 
in which a believer speaks in a language they have not learned, 
and which they do not understand.”  Acts 2:5-13; 1 Cor. 12:30; 13:1 

That was then… 
For over 1,000 years, God’s address was posted at the Tabernacle or 
Temple of Israel, symbolized by fire over the building.  

“Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle…So the cloud of the LORD was over the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of 
all the Israelites during all their travels.”  Exodus 40:34-38; 29:42-26 

 

This is now… 
Beginning with the historical events of Acts 2, God’s address is now 
located in a new place, symbolized by fire over Spirit-filled people.   

“…fire came to rest on each of them.”  Acts 2:4 
More people were drawn in by God’s presence, and before the day 
was over, the followers of Jesus grew from 120 to 3,000+. Acts 2:14-41 

Never before had the Holy Spirit come to live within his people on a 
permanent basis.  Now, every person who puts their trust in Christ for 
forgiveness becomes the very house of God.  A most holy place. 
 

 By the Spirit, Jesus continues—through us—the work he began in 
his own physical body 2,000 years ago (Acts 1:1).  The Spirit helps us 
discover what it means not just to become a Christian, but to actually 
be one…to have the life of Jesus lived through us. 

 Every follower of Jesus receives the Spirit at the point of conversion 
(baptism of the Spirit), but each one needs to be filled with the Spirit 
again and again if we’re going to live like Jesus.  Romans 8:9; Eph. 5:18 

 This fulfilled the promise of Jesus and the Heavenly Father.   
“Wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about…”   Acts 1:4,8; Luke 24:49; John 14:16-17,28; 16:6-7 

 Christians in the early church knew God’s address had changed.  An 
example from the early church leader, Stephen: “The Most High does 
not live in houses made with human hands.”  Acts 7:48; Colossians 1:27 
 

Each Sunday, people don’t walk into “God’s house.” 
“God’s house” walks into the building.  God lives in you! 

 

 What difference would it make in your life this week if you really 
grasped the fact that the Holy Spirit is with you at all times?  Each 
morning this week, invite his Holy Spirit to lead you through the day. 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


