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to go and tell—just as one of Jesus’ first disciples, Philip, did. (See 
John 1:43–46.)

As you leave today, each of you will receive an ornament shaped 
like a Christmas tree. It’s called the Come and See Tree. As you 
hang it on your tree or display it in your office or on your mantel, 
use it as a reminder to come and see—yet again—God’s love, 
demonstrated in Christ’s coming to earth. Then use it also as a 
reminder to go and tell—to let those around you know about our 
Savior’s amazing care for them in Jesus.

Come and See!

Introduction
When was the last time someone asked for your attention? It 
probably wasn’t long ago, was it? Maybe the music or the humor 
of an advertisement pulled you in. Maybe the storm warning 
sirens blared through your streets. Maybe a friend or colleague 
asked, “Do you have a moment to talk?” Maybe a family member 
sat down next to you after a long, hard day—theirs or yours. 

We spend a big part of our lives fielding requests for attention. 
It’s easy to tune out, especially when we are tired or already 
overcommitted. It’s easy to tune out when we’re not sure the other 
person’s deserves a serious hearing. But when we do tune out, we 
run the risk of missing something genuinely important.



Getting to the Heart
Psalm 66:5 invites us to “come and see what God has done.” This 
invitation comes from heaven itself, and we don’t want to ignore it!

Nothing our Lord says is ever trivial. He never wastes our time. 
This particular call, however, is among the most important 
invitations he gives. When God says, “Come and see,” he is 
reminding us of what is truly important; he is drawing our 
attention back to himself. 

It is no overstatement at all to say that God gave us eyes to 
see him, ears to hear him, and the intellectual capacity to fix 
our attention upon him. “Come and see what God has done,” 
Scripture says. This is how it begins: we hear our Lord’s call to 
pay attention because something important has happened. God 
has done amazing things for us. He has amazing gifts to give us, 
and now we hear his invitation: “Come and see!” 

What is God doing? What is he up to? Other verses in Psalm 66 
give us hints. The psalmist describes the way the Lord parted the 
Red Sea so that his people can pass through to safety (verse 6). 
Verse 9 tells us that God protects his people from harm so that 
we can live in relationship with him. Verses 10–12 tell us that 
God corrects and tests us, so that we will grow into the people he 
has designed us to be as we learn to trust and rely on him. 

What is God doing? He is in the business of bringing his people 
safely through whatever we face in our lives. He calls us to “come 
and see” so that we’ll remember all that he has already done. He 
doesn’t make empty promises to us. His call to “come and see” is 
his call to consider his track record in the promise department. 
He calls us to remember how he made good on his promises to 
Abraham. He reminds us that he brought Abraham’s descendants 
out of Egypt. He directs our attention to the prophets and to 
their words about the coming Messiah, the Savior he would one 
day send.

In the days ahead, we will celebrate Christmas, the coming of that 
Messiah. As we do, I hope you take a long moment to savor that 
name. In Hebrew, it’s “Messiah.” In English, it’s “Anointed One.” In 
Greek, it’s “Christ.” But in all three languages—and in every other 
language into which the name is translated—it sums up God’s 
promises to save and care for us. 

In Bethlehem’s manger, we see God getting involved in our messy 
lives in the most radical way. The shepherds who heard the 
angels’ invitation to “come and see” surely understood it as they 
worshiped their newborn King. The magi who searched out that 
King and knelt before him were glad they had responded to God’s 
invitation to “come and see.” The Bible tells us they left to go back 
home, rejoicing in what the Lord had shown them.

As Jesus ministered here on earth, he lived out God’s empathy 
for us on a daily basis. Then, as his life drew to a close, he 
demonstrated his unflinching love as he sacrificed himself on the 
cross—for us! In Jesus’ resurrection, God sealed Christ’s promise 
that eternal life belongs to all who trust in him. Whenever God 
calls us to “come and see,” that call always leads us to Jesus, to his 
cross and empty tomb. 

Why does God do all that he does? Why does he invite, and 
invite, and keep on inviting? Why does he continue to forgive our 
sins day by day and provide for our needs, large and small? The 
answer is not hard to find. In Jesus, our heavenly Father says, “I 
love you—come and see! Come and learn more and more about 
that love!”

Taking It Home
At Christmastime, God invites us in special ways to “come and 
see.” He invites us to review once again the miracle of our Savior’s 
birth. He invites us to savor his love for us. (Read 1 John 3:16.) 

When we come and see, we quite naturally want to go and tell—
just as the shepherds did. When we come and see, we can’t wait 


