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A well-known spiritual runs like this, “Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.” This Christmas season, we would do well to 
heed the exhortation in this song. There is no more important task today than to proclaim Jesus’ 
birth—to announce to our friends and neighbors that the Messiah has entered history. Our 
mission, should we choose to accept it, is to infect those around us with the joy that is 
appropriate because the Messiah has arrived on the scene. 

Unfortunately, we have our work cut out for us. In the first century, at the time of Jesus’ birth, a 
large portion of the people of Israel understood the significance of the Messiah. In those days, 
one needed only announce the fact that God’s Messiah had been born and many would 
immediately rejoice. The coming of the Messiah meant something to them. Not so in our world 
today. Those days—the days when Jesus came into the world—were dark. He was a light 
breaking into the darkness. But, arguably, our days are darker still. At least the Jews back then 
lived under a flicker of expectancy. We live shrouded in a cloud of disbelief and indifference. 
They looked forward to the day that he might come and they rejoiced at the news of his arrival. 
We look back on the fact that he did come and, in our hearts, we respond with a resounding “Big 
Deal! So what?” And perhaps an added, “I hate Christmas.” 

How can we ever break through the hardness of the modern American’s heart and ignite in him 
a flame of love for God and his Messiah? We can’t break through such hardness of course. It 
takes a miracle of God to thaw the frozen heart of man. But if God is going to perform such a 
miracle, he typically does so in connection with a pronouncement from us. But “Rejoice, Jesus 
Christ is born” just won’t cut it anymore. What more, then, can we say? What must we make 
clear to our neighbors if we are to expect any response at all? 

Let me attempt to sketch for us here the explanation of Jesus’ significance. The following is 
what we must somehow convey to our friends and neighbors—in hopes that they too can be 
brought to rejoice:

• First, my friend, note this: your and my existence lies under the doom of death. All of us will 
eventually die and be put in the grave. But unless God shows you mercy, the destruction of death
will have the final say. Everything you are and everything you have ever aspired to will be 
brought to nothing. You will be erased, negated, cancelled, and completely blanked out. That is 
tragic. As a human being made in the image of God, you were made for eternity. To end in 
nothingness is a colossal tragedy. 

> There is one (and only one) way of escape from such a tragedy. Jesus, God’s Messiah, can 
secure mercy from God for you. Because of him, you need not go into oblivion. You can live on 
forever in the eternal Age to come. Because the Messiah has been born, death and the 
obliteration of your existence does not have to be your end.

• Secondly, my friend, note this: your present existence is a disappointment to you. It promises 
more than it delivers. There are many wonderful things about your life in this world, but the joy 
they bring does not and cannot last. Disappointment and futility worm their way into your life 
and your existence tends to become dreary, repetitious, arduous, meaningless, shallow, and 
empty. 



> But, because of Messiah Jesus, there is hope for a fuller and more substantive existence. 
Jesus, God’s Messiah, has passed through death and the grave into an entirely different kind of 
human existence—a fuller and more substantive one. And he has promised that we might join 
him. If we believe in him and follow his instructions, he will secure the mercy from God that will
result in our joining him in an existence that lies beyond and above the ephemeral and relatively 
shallow existence of this life. Because the Messiah has been born, the disappointment that 
characterizes this existence does not have to be your end. You can go on to a fully satisfying 
existence in the eternal Age to come.

• Thirdly, my friend, note this: at the present moment, you are not a particularly awe-inspiring 
being. You are actually quite unimportant and invisible. You are weak, flawed, and altogether 
ordinary. You are rendered rather ugly by your incessant self-centeredness. And, at times, you 
can be downright loathsome and disgusting. When all is said and done, it would be no great loss 
if your existence were to come to an end, for there is nothing dazzlingly spectacular about you. 

> But your unspectacular mediocrity does not have to be the final word about you. Jesus, God’s 
Messiah, came into the word to gather a people for himself—a people who will dwell forever in 
his kingdom. Therefore, anyone who belongs to Jesus and follows him has a much brighter 
future that awaits him. For the brothers and sisters of the Messiah will be transformed into 
spectacularly glorious individuals, individuals who inspire awe and admiration. They will be 
strong, perfect, beautiful, and noble. So, because the Messiah has been born, there exists the 
possibility that you could one day be a glorious brother of God’s Messiah who lives forever in 
his kingdom. Freed from the mediocrity of imperfection, you could be a noble and glorious being
forever.

•Fourthly, my friend, note this: currently, you are a slave to evil. You know the right way to be, 
but you cannot manage to be it. You know that you should be loving and kind. But you find 
yourself being cruel and hurtful. You know that you should be truthful and transparent. But you 
find yourself a deceitful liar and a coward. You know that you should serve others and strive to 
do good to them. But you find yourself demanding that others serve and do good to you. You 
know that you should be filled with gratitude and joy. But you find yourself filled with rage, 
bitterness, and envy instead. You know that you should be patient and understanding. But you 
find yourself erupting in anger. You know that you should reject perverse, twisted, and wicked 
impulses and desires. But you find that you are intrigued, hooked, and seduced by them. You are 
ceaselessly assaulted by the many various temptations to do evil; and, in your weariness, you 
succumb. In short, you are not a good person. You are a hopelessly evil person and you are 
utterly powerless to change.  

> But you need not be a slave of evil forever. Jesus, God’s Messiah, came into the world to do 
away with evil. He came to set you free of your slavery to sin in order that you might become a 
servant of God and his righteousness. The brothers and sisters of the Messiah will be morally 
perfect, no longer inclined toward sin and evil. They will desire and choose the good as naturally 
and as unfailingly as God does. Therefore, because the Messiah has been born, you are no longer
doomed to be enslaved to evil until you are destroyed. Because of the Messiah, you could one 
day be a morally perfect being who always and only does what is good. You need not remain a 
pathetic lackey of the sin that presently owns you. 
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• Fifthly, my friend, note this: your life is filled with strife and conflict. You fight with your 
children. You have conflict with your parents You experience irreconcilable differences with your
spouse. Or, you feud with your siblings. Not one of your interpersonal relationships has been free
of disruption. Sooner or later, every relationship brings grief and sorrow of one kind or another. 
You are utterly confounded. Why can’t people just get along? Love and friendship is always out 
of reach; for every friendship evaporates, and the people you love the most are the ones with 
whom you experience the most conflict and disruption.

> But this does not have to be. Interpersonal strife and conflict does not have to be normal. In 
doing away with sin and evil, Jesus, God’s Messiah, will do away with the root cause of all 
interpersonal conflict. God will transform each and every one of his people into a perfectly 
agreeable person who can relate to others without strife. The people of God, in the eternal Age to
come, will not war and fight with one another. They will live in perfect harmony. In the eternal 
Age, interpersonal relationships will finally be everything we have ever hoped they could be. 
Friendships will be eternal. Love will not fail. The new creatures that we will become will enter 
into relationships that produce everything we have ever wanted from our relationships. 
Therefore, because the Messiah has been born, you will, one day, not have to mourn the failure 
of relationships, and you can look forward to having rewarding relationships forever.

• Sixthly, my friend, note this: you currently live in a world and society that is saturated with 
evil. Our society is full of injustice of every kind. Those with power abuse their power, making 
less fortunate members of society their victims. People murder, steal, slander, cheat, lie, deceive, 
rape, or exploit, and get away with it. Those who are supposed to punish evil, punish good 
instead. Those who are supposed to reward good, reward evil instead. Nations seek to harm 
nations, for no particularly rational reason. One race seethes with hatred for another race just 
because they do. War is everywhere and innocent people are killed, maimed, and scarred. 
Corrupt leaders pursue policies that feather their own nest while starving their citizens. Do you 
not grow weary of it all? Do you not long for a world full of justice, goodness, and truth? You do 
not see that now, but wouldn’t you delight to see it one day? 

> Happily, the evil in the world will one day be brought to an end. There will come a day in 
history where God will set things right. He will put his Messiah on his throne in Israel and his 
Messiah will rule the nations. In that day, righteousness will prevail and injustice will not be 
tolerated. In that day, good will be rewarded and evil will be punished. And then, after that, in the
eternal Age to follow, there will be but one kingdom, the eternal Kingdom of God. In that eternal
kingdom, there will be no injustice. There will be no war. There will be no oppression. No person
will harm or treat any other person wickedly. All will be set right. It will be a beautiful society 
filled with beautiful individuals. Therefore, because the Messiah has been born, you—along with
all the others who choose to believe in and follow the Messiah—can look forward to a truly just 
and righteous society where all the evils of the present will be abolished forever.

§§§

To summarize, then: what is it that our friends and neighbors need to understand? They need to 
understand that the birth of Jesus more than 2000 years ago provided the only true and effective 
solution to all of the imposing problems of human existence. It provided the solution to the final 
destruction of death. It provided the solution to futility and disappointment. It provided the 
solution to the problem of personal insignificance and lack of substance. It provided the solution 
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to our personal enslavement to evil. It provided the solution to interpersonal conflict and 
disruption of relationships. And it provided the solution to pervasive societal evil. If our friends 
and neighbors cannot see the value of this, if they cannot see a reason for rejoicing in this, then—
tragically—they are indeed most foolish. 

This Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let US—at least—celebrate all of these 
things. Let us remember that every evil, disappointment, problem, and failing in our lives can 
and will be remedied or solved in and through this Messiah Jesus. And may we await his return 
with the same understanding eagerness with which many first-century Jews awaited his first 
coming. May our hearts, filled with true understanding, cry out, “MARANATHA !”
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