
Why isn't God answering my prayers? 
Why? (Part 3 of 4) 
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“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 

…If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 

those who ask him!”  Matthew 7:9-11 

 

God answers every prayer 
 

1. We know that he hears us. 
"This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he 
hears us…" 1 John 5:14-15; Ephesians 3:12; Hebrews 4:16; 10:19-23 

 

2. He cares about us. 
"Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about what 
happens to you."  1 Peter 5:7, NLT; Psalm 37:23; Matthew 7:7 

 

3. He answers our prayers…just not always the way we’d like. 

 
Why God doesn’t always answer the way we’d like 
 

 The request may not be part of God’s good plans 
Jesus’ followers aren’t immune from making misguided requests: 
When a Samaritan village doesn’t welcome the disciples, “James 
and John asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven 
to destroy them?’ But Jesus turned and rebuked them.” Luke 9:54-55 
 
“Then the mother of James and John came to Jesus with her sons. 
She knelt respectfully to ask a favor… ‘In your Kingdom, please let 
my two sons sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right and 
the other on your left.’”  Matthew 20:20-21; 2 Kings 18-21: story of Hezekiah 

 
 Other requests seem more reasonable, yet we know our Heavenly 

Father has a perspective that is far bigger than our own.  He says— 
“My ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.  For just as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than 
your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”  Isaiah 55:8-9 

For our own good, or the good of others, the Heavenly Father may 
say “no” to a request.  He loves us enough to not say “yes.”   
 

 God’s timetable is always better than our limited perspective  
He may want to accomplish something bigger than what we know. 
“When Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was 
two more days…‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died’…The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face…Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.”  John 11:6,21,32,44-45 
 

 God may want to perform a greater work than we could imagine.   
 God’s delays aren’t necessarily denials. 
 God’s timing may appear last-minute, but He is never late. 

 

 There may be growth God wants to bring in my life  
“I was given a thorn in my flesh…Three times I pleaded with the Lord 
to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me.”  2 Corinthians 12:7-9; Romans 5:3-4  
 

 While he orchestrates the perfect timing of the answer to your 
prayer, He is always developing in you some character trait—
greater endurance, levels of trust, patience, or love for others. 

 

If there is sin in my life that needs to be left behind, God may wait… 
“If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened” 
to my prayers.  Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 58:2-9; 59:2; 1 Peter 3:7; James 5:16 

 

My response: 
 Am I willing to trust the heart of my Father in heaven, that he really 

does “give good gifts to those who ask him”?  Can I accept that His 
timetable and His definition of “good” are better than my own? 

 Is there any pattern of sin I need to confess and leave behind, 
making sure this is not a hindrance to God answering my prayers? 

 Will I refuse the lie that God doesn’t hear me and instead accept 
the invitation of Jesus to “always pray and not give up”?  Luke 18:1 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


