
God, we know that we some mes try and make ourselves into 
something we are not. We are grateful for your unending and 
uncondi onal love and grace. May the whole world know that all 
people are loved by you, Amen.  

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 
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Lectionary 30 

Weekly Household Devotions 

Luke 18:9-14 - Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

 Faith Focus 

 Daily Readings 

 Gather Together 

+ God is merciful to you +  

Where have you seen mercy--grace in ac on? Where have you 
been mercy--offered grace in an ac ve way-- for another?  

The Pharisee was quick to let God know all of his good and 
proper ac ons. Does God care about our ac ons or about our 
heart or both? Mercy is a word that gets tossed around without 
explana on. How would you define mercy? Consider this 
defini on--mercy is grace in ac on. Where was grace in ac on 
in this story? Where was it lacking?  

Where is there grace in ac on in your life? The Pharisee uses 
his ac ons to point back at himself, but Christ encourages us to 
act in ways that point to God and God’s mercy. In the same way 
that the Pharisee’s offering was a way to show his own power, 
we as people and communi es o en show off our good deeds 
as a way to make ourselves feel be er about the things we did 
not do. It is easy to point at our good works and seek praise for 
them, it is equally difficult to have our failings held up for us to 
see. 

We know that God cares for all people and all of crea on, but it 
seems that jus ce is slow in coming.  What does jus ce look 
like for you? Who are the people without a voice in your 
community? How will you speak for them today?  

Monday through Wednesday: 
Dwelling with God in the midst of the world  

Psalm 84:8-12 
Daniel 5:1-12 
Daniel 5:13-31 

The stories of the prophet Daniel give us some insight into the mysteries of 
how God works in our lives. What do you no ce or wonder about this story of 
the wri ng on the wall?  

Thursday through Saturday: 
Anchored by hope  

Psalm 32:1-7 
2 Corinthians 1:1-11 
2 Peter 1:1-11 

O en we set our ‘hope’ in things like wishes and in a future we cannot see. 
How is se ng our hope upon the promises of God more like an anchor than a 
balloon?  


