
Bella is pleased to an-

nounce that national 

speaker, Carol Everett, 

will deliver a keynote 

address at the Dessert 

Gala this year.  You may 

recognize Carol’s name 

and story from the docu-

mentary, Blood Money, 

that has been shown 

around the Black Hills 

over the past several 

months. 

Carol’s story is one that 

exemplifies the loving, 

forgiving grace of God.  

After a personal experi-

ence with abortion, Carol 

became involved in the 

operation of several 

abortion clinics where 

she oversaw the termina-

tion of approximately 

35,000 pregnancies over 

a six year time period.  

Carol experienced a 

change in her life when 

she came to know Jesus 

Christ as her personal 

Savior.  Today, she is 

committed to safeguard-

ing the health of women 

and their babies all over 

America. She also speaks 

to the men and women 

who have experienced a 

pregnancy loss to offer a 

message of healing and 

hope. 

Carol has been invited to 

share her testimony on 

national broadcasting 

programs with Dr. James 

Dobson of Focus on the 

Family, Dr. Marlon Mad-

dox on Point of View, Dr. 

D. James Kennedy of Cor-

al Ridge Ministries on 

Truths that Transform, 

and Pat Robertson of the 

700 Club, to name a few. 

She has the distinction of 

being summoned as an 

expert witness in courts 

of law throughout our 

nation, testifying in 

Washington D.C. and 

numerous state capitals. 

Carol is president and 

founder of The Heidi 

Group. The Heidi Group 

was formed to network 

resources for pregnancy 

help centers across 

America and offers ser-

vices to the centers such 

as board strategic plan-

ning, fundraising, volun-

teer training, continuing 

education, etc. The Heidi 

Group has a prayer minis-

try joining Christians to 

pray for salvation of 

those in the abortion 

industry, strength for 

believers, and for the end 

of abortion.   

Carol’s life story is de-

tailed in the book, Blood 

Money – Getting Rich off 

a Woman’s Right to 

Choose. The Heidi Group 

has also produced pro-

women television ads 

and released two videos, 

The Light of Life and 

Abortion Techniques. 

Bella’s annual Dessert 

Gala will be held on 

Thursday, October 27, 

6:30-8:30 PM.  For infor-

mation on how to spon-

sor a table or purchase 

tickets to this fundraising 

event, please see the 

information in this news-

letter or call Bella at 

(605) 642-1959.   
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“Carol experienced 

a change in her life 

when she came to 

know Jesus Christ 

as her personal 

Savior.” 

Carol Everett to Headline Dessert Gala 



wanted to do something special 

to show my appreciation for the 

faithfulness of the LORD. Alt-

hough I had read about thank 

offerings in the Old Testament, 

this form of giving wasn’t some-

thing that I had researched or 

purposely practiced in the past,  

but I instinctively knew it would 

be the ideal way of expressing 

the joy in my heart and that it 

would be pleasing to Him.  

Since then I have learned that 

thank offerings are a type of 

sacrificial giving. They are given 

out of hearts of joy, within the 

context of fulfilling vows to the 

LORD, as a sign of dedication to 

the LORD, and they honor the 

LORD.   

The how and what of my first 

official thank offering are not 

important. What is important, is 

that  I was able to express my joy 

to the LORD in a very tangible 

way.  

“Let them give thanks to the 

LORD for His unfailing love and 

His wonderful deeds for man-

kind. Let them sacrifice thank 

offerings and tell of His works 

with songs of joy.”   

Psalm 107:21-23 

One of my ongoing prayers is 

that the LORD will continually fill 

my heart with thanksgiving.  

After all, God is good and He 

truly does work all things togeth-

er for my good and His glory. He 

is always worthy of  thankfulness 

and praise. These are Important 

things to remember during both 

the mountaintop and the valley 

experiences of life.  

A few years ago, the LORD im-

pressed me with the idea of 

giving “thank offerings.” At the 

time a close family member had 

been unemployed for several 

months. When the family mem-

ber finally found a job, my heart 

was so full of gratitude that I 

Scripture tells us that the LORD 

loves a cheerful giver. Thank 

offerings are one way that we 

can practice cheerful giving and, 

as the Psalmist says, “tell of His 

works with songs of joy.”   

I would like to invite you to con-

sider  giving a designated “thank 

offering” to Bella. The salvation 

of a loved one, birth of a new 

baby, earning a degree, receiv-

ing a promotion, finding a new 

job, surviving a serious illness or 

disease, selling or buying a 

home—the list of things for 

which to give thanks is endless.  

And what better way to show 

the LORD how much you appre-

ciate His sacrifice on your be-

half, than to offer a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving back to Him?  

“I will give you thanks, for You 

answered me; You have become 

my salvation.”  Psalm 118:21 

  

A Thought From the Executive Director, Roxie Johnson 

Thank offerings 

are one way that 

we can practice 

cheerful giving 

and, as the 

Psalmist says, “tell 

of His works with 

songs of joy.” 
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January-August  2011 Vital Statistic 

Report 

New Clients     82 

 Female     71 

 Male     11 

Return Clients     39 

Pregnancy Test Clients    66 

 Positive Tests 45 + 1 Retest 

 Negative Tests 21 + 1 Retest 

 Tests at Doctor      5 

Ultrasound Confirmations    44 

Ultrasound Model Program Scans   17 

Clients who received pregnancy counsel   70 

Clients who chose to carry to term      42 

Clients who chose abortion         3 

Client who chose adoption         0 

Miscarriages          3 

Clients whose results are unknown        3 

Earn While You Learn clients          50 

One-on-one abstinence counsel          13 

Post abortion help          3 

Clients who received spiritual counsel  

and/or a Gospel presentation      22 

Total Client Visits for Jan-Aug               509 

 

 

   

  

   

 



Discussing South Dakota 

STD statistics isn’t usually a conversation starter.  At least it wasn’t for me until I became the Bella Nurse in 

2008.  My awareness of the increasing STD rates in South Dakota has really incited the need to share this 

information.  I found it particularly interesting that even though western South Dakota accounts for only 

25% of the state’s population, we often have higher STD rates compared to the rest of the state!  This year, 

while only three-quarters into the year, we are at a pace to set record numbers. Chlamydia is up 14% and 

Gonorrhea is up 48% at this point!  Also important is to note the age categories with the most cases.  The 

15-24 yr age group has the most, followed by 25-39, 40-64.  There are still cases seen in the 5-14 yr and 65+ 

yr age groups.  I encourage each of you to take the time to visit the South Dakota Department of Health 

monthly health and disease summary (link listed below).  This PDF link shows more information and graphs 

on the statistical trends in our state.  

South Dakota Department of Health monthly health and disease summary: 

http://doh.sd.gov/ID/MonthlyReport/Aug2011.pdf 

For more information on STDs please go to the Center of Disease Control and Prevention webpage:   

http://

Nurse’s Corner by Jodie Baxendale, Center Director/Nurse 
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“My awareness of 

the increasing STD 

rates in South Da-

kota has really in-

cited the  

need to share this  

information.” 

 

National Scope:  A Look at the Care Net Connection 

Bella is a small-town pregnancy 

center, but is connected to over 

1,100 other centers in North 

America striving to make a differ-

ence. Since its founding in 1986, 

Bella has been affiliated with Care 

Net – originally named the Chris-

tian Action Council – whose mis-

sion “is to promote a culture of 

life within our society in order to 

serve people facing unplanned 

pregnancies and related sexual 

issues.”   

The wealth of resource and sup-

port supplied by Care Net helps 

Bella enhance the services provid-

ed to clients. For example, Bella is 

able to meet the needs of even 

more women and families thanks 

to Care Net’s Option Line, a ser-

vice that connects potential cli-

ents with local pregnancy centers. 

Option Line can be accessed – 

online through live chat or email 

and by telephone – 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week. 

Being joined with centers nation-

wide also provides a more com-

prehensive view of the impact in 

which Bella plays a part. Collec-

tively in 2009, Care Net centers 

saw nearly half a million women in 

need, with 23,600 of those clients 

participating in post-abortion 

recovery and 23,000 making new 

or renewed commitments of faith.  

So while Bella seems to be a small 

drop in a large bucket, when 

linked together with hundreds of 

centers across the U.S., Bella 

works to serve a significant need 

and generates a massive impres-

sion.  For more information visit 

www.care-net.org. 

Article contributed by Kristen Har-

ding, Administrative Assistant 

 

http://doh.sd.gov/ID/MonthlyReport/Aug2011.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/std/healthcomm/fact_sheets.htm
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Through the grace of God, the Northern Hills Crisis Pregnancy Center (now known as Bella) opened its doors for 

the first time 25 years ago in a little office just off the corner of Jackson and Main.  At the time the assets of the 

center consisted of a card table, a telephone, some folding chairs, a post-office box, and the vision of a handful 

of people who were passionate about ministering the love, truth and hope of Christ to women and men in un-

planned pregnancy situations in an effort to save lives and spare them the heartache of abortion. 

A lot has happened in 25 years since the first client walked through the doors in October of 1986.  Many 

changes have taken place including people who have come and gone, four changes in location, two name 

changes, the addition of valuable services, and the conversion of the 

center to Medical.  What hasn’t changed is the vision of ministering 

the love, truth and hope of Christ to women and men in unplanned 

pregnancy situations in an effort to save lives and spare them the 

heartache of abortion. 

Bella Pregnancy Resource Center invites you to join us in  celebrating 

25 years of ministry at our annual Dessert Gala on Thursday, October 

27, 6:30-8:30 PM.    For more information on the Gala, please see page 

seven (7) in this newsletter or call Bella at 605-642-1959.   

Walk for Life, 1999 

Hills alive Booth, 1991 

Dessert Gala, 2007 

Moving to the new facility, Summer 2006 

Festival in the Park Bratwurst Booth, 1996 

Life Skills Classes, 2008 

Arrival of new Ultrasound Machine, compliments  

from Focus on the Family, Fall 2008 

Purity Ball, 2007 

Abstinence Program, 1993 

Christmas Open house, 1994 

Fundraising Committee, 2008 

Stop & Think Staff, 2007 

Dessert Gala speaker, Ryan Dobson, interacting 

with attendees , 2009. 

Race for Life, 1990 

Harley Raffle, Bike Rally, 2000 

Baby Shower at Christian Life Center , 1989 

Chili & Pie Supper Servers, 2001 
Vision Tour, 2010 

Several Bella Volunteers and Staff Members, 2005 

Board of Directors, 1989 

Walk for Life, 2001 

Entrance to facility on Polley Drive, 1991 
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Bella Wish List 

Wondering how you can help Bella?  Here are some practical suggestions: 

 Winter is coming.  Bella is in need of a great running snow-blower, or better yet, someone to come 

and  provide snow removal.  This duty has fallen to our staff and they would be especially grateful for 

your help!! 

 We  lost our tenant on the west side of our building when they downsized and moved to a much 

smaller office.  This means we now some great office space for rent .  If you are looking for commer-

cial  space in Spearfish, we would love to have you come and look at ours.  Otherwise, could you keep 

your eyes and ears open for a possible tenant and send them our way?!?  The rent we receive has 

been an important part of our income base over the past few years.     

 It’s time to order pregnancy tests again.  If you would like to help cover the cost, they will cost us 

$181.00 for 125 tests. 

 Bella is looking for LPNs or RNs to help with pregnancy testing and client advocacy.  If you have a 

compassionate heart and an interest in donating a few hours each week to a great cause, please call 

Jodie or Roxie at 605-642-1959. 

 Keeping newborn diapers and wipes on the shelves of our Baby & Me Boutique has been challenging.  

Diapers are approximately $9.00 per pack and a large container of diaper wipes is around $3.00.  

 Bella needs volunteers to help on the fundraising committee.  If you would like to help with the Des-

sert Gala (scheduled for Thursday, October 27), call Angie at 605-641-5859 or email her at angi-

ealbonico@yahoo.com.  

 Sponsor a table for eight (8) at Bella’s annual Dessert Gala.  For more information, please see page  7. 

 Plan now to attend a home-school concert on Sunday, December 4 that is being put together by the 

students as a benefit for Bella.  The concert will be held at Calvary Temple Assembly of God. 
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Our heartfelt thanks goes to “The Race” for designating Bella as the recipient of monies raised in their 

annual 5K race.  The Race is held each spring and sponsored by a small group at Countryside Community 

Church.   We are also grateful to The Race for the many baby items that were also donated as part of the 

proceeds from the event 

Our building is looking really good thanks to groups from the Connection Church and Countryside Commu-

nity Church.  Both churches brought in groups this spring/summer to spruce up our building and provide 

help with other community service projects.  Painting, planting, cleaning, and switching rooms around 

were all part of the many tasks accomplished by the two groups!!   Many hands truly do make light work.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you - one and all!!    Our eyes and hearts are happy!!  

Continued thanks goes to Tracee Wagenman and the Holder Family for keeping our office spic and span 

clean.  Your work does not go unnoticed and, in fact, is a  ministry to each of our staff members and the 

clients we serve. 

Myra Burke and Kirsten Torgenson, thank you for help with administrative duties and mailings.   You ladies 

are awesome indeed and we greatly appreciate your loving help!!  

Finally, thanks to the many churches and individuals who have brought in clothing, diapers, wipes, and a 

wide variety of other maternity and baby items for our Baby & Me Boutique.  Our clients love the selec-

tions that your donations provide when they “shop” in the boutique.  Thank you for making a big differ-

ence in their lives! 

With Gratitude 

Celebration Gifts 

In loving memory... 

Zion Jonathan McKillop 

Caught up to heaven the 

day of his birth 

September 11, 2008 

Memorial gift from  

Great-grandmother, 

Sylvia Sack 



Please also fill out the reverse side of this form and return to Bella before the appropriate deadlines. 
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One of the many ways that you 

can partner with Bella in providing 

life-affirming alternatives to abor-

tion is by sponsoring a table at 

Bella’s annual Dessert Gala.  This 

year’s event will be held on Thurs-

day, October 27, from 6:30-8:30 

PM at the Holiday Inn Convention 

Center in Spearfish.   

When you sponsor a table for the 

Dessert Gala, you sow financial 

“seeds” into the Bella ministry.   

Your investment in the Dessert 

Gala  provides you with the unique 

opportunity of sharing the vision 

of Bella with others, asking them 

to become partners with Bella 

through financial support and 

volunteerism.  Because you have 

already made an investment in 

Bella, your table guests can be 

confident that every dime they 

give the night of the Gala will di-

rectly benefit the clients served by 

the ministry.  This results in more 

generous and joyful giving  that 

night. 

 Sponsoring a table is easy and fun.  

Simply return the form provided 

below with your check or credit 

card information before October 

14th.  We will then provide you 

with eight tickets to the Gala that 

you can give to the people that 

you would like to invite who you 

think would have a heart for the 

mission of Bella. Once you’ve con-

firmed your guests, return the list 

of their names with their meal 

choices to Bella (before October 

21st).    

The Dessert Gala will feature a 

keynote address from national pro

-life leader, Carol Everett (see 

article on front page), a celebrato-

ry look at the last 25 years of Bel-

la’s ministry in the Northern Hills,  

a poignant testimony by one of 

Bella’s clients, and an opportunity 

for attendees to partner with Bella 

through support and/or volunteer-

ism.  The Gala will also  showcase 

beautiful gourmet desserts made 

and donated by some of the finest 

chefs in the area.   

It is our hope and prayer that you 

will not only join us in celebrating 

the past 25 years, but partner with 

us through the next 25!  With your  

partnership, Bella can continue to 

be an instrument of God’s grace to 

the women, men and families we  

serve.  Together, we can continue 

to empower those in unplanned 

pregnancies to make decisions for 

life.  And that is worth cele-

brating!!   

For more information call Bella at 

605.642.1959.   

“The Gala will also show-

case beautiful gourmet 

desserts made and donat-

ed by some of the  

finest chefs in the area!” 

 

 

I would like to participate in your annual Dessert Gala.  Please count me 

in as a Table Sponsor. 

 Please reserve _____table(s) for me at $300 each. 

 _____Enclosed is my check or money order. 

 _____Please charge my credit card. 

 I would like to purchase ______ticket(s) at $40 each. 

 _____Enclosed is my check or money order. 

 _____Please charge my credit card. 

 I cannot attend the Gala but would like to make a contribution to Bella. 

 _____Enclosed is my check or money order. 

 _____Please bill my credit card for $_______. 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________State:_______Zip:____________ 

Day Phone:__________________________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ 

Dessert Gala Table & Ticket Registration Form 

Credit Card Users:  Please fill out the 

following information: 

Card 

#________________________________ 

Card Type:  MC____  Visa____  Discov-

er____ 

Expiration 

Date:________________________ 

Total 

Amount:_________________________ 

Authorized Signature: 

_________________________________

_____ 

 

Please return entire form to: 



Dessert Gala Guest Information 

Bella Pregnancy Resource Center 

P.O. Box 755 

119 E. Grant Street, Suite 2 

Spearfish, SD  57783 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 7 

Spearfish,  SD  57783 

If you would like your 

name removed from 

our newsletter list, 

please call  Bella at 

605-642-4140 or 

I have filled out the registration on the reverse side of this form indicating 

the number of tickets or tables I wish to purchase for the Dessert Gala.  

Below is a list of my guests with their meal choices.  (Please print clearly.) 

Name of Attendee    Meal Choice 

My Name_____________________________________Chicken Beef 

Spouse/special guest____________________________Chicken Beef 

Seat #3_______________________________________Chicken Beef 

Seat #4_______________________________________Chicken Beef 

Seat #5_______________________________________Chicken Beef 

Seat #6_______________________________________Chicken Beef 

Seat #7_______________________________________Chicken Beef 

Seat #8_______________________________________Chicken Beef 

 I have sponsored more than one table 

or purchased more than eight tickets.  

Please send me another form for my addi-

tional guest list. 

 I prefer that you fill my table/seats with 

guests.  Number of seats for Bella to fill?

_____ 

 I am interested in bringing my guests to 

a Vision Tour of Bella  before  after 

the Dessert Gala.  Please contact me with 

more information at _________________. 

 I will send a list of my guests at a later 

date. 

 

 

Thank you for sponsoring a table at this year’s Gala.  It is our hope and prayer that you and your guests will greatly en-

joy the event.  Please help us spread the word by inviting others to sponsor tables and attend this important event.  

Thanks again for your faithful support! 

Please return your table/ticket reservation before October 14th and your guest list before October 21st. 


