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Phonics and Word Recognition 
 
RF.K.3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and 
word analysis skills in decoding. 
 
a.  Demonstrate basic knowledge of letter-sound 
correspondence by producing the primary or most 
frequent sounds for each consonant. 
 
Letter Pops – Here’s a great tool for making letter-
sound connections.  Purchase a set of magnetic 
letters and glue 
them to jumbo 
craft sticks.  (E6000 
glue is my favorite!)  
Pass out the letters 
and children can 
hold them up at 
the appropriate 
time in the songs 
below.   
 
*They can also match letter pops up to classroom 
print and use them to make CVC words. 
 
 
 
 
 



Singing and Moving Letters – Here are some songs 
where children can sing and learn. 
  
 What’s This Letter?  
 (Tune:  “Bingo”) 
 Oh, what’s this letter, do you know? 
 What letter can this be – o 
 /a/ /a/ /a/  It’s an A (shout) 
 /a/ /a/ /a/   it’s an A! 
 /a/ /a/ /a/   It’s an A! 
 That is it’s name-o. 
 b….z 
 
 The Letters on the Bus 
 (Tune:  “The Wheels on the Bus”) 
 The letters on the bus all make their sounds, 
 Make their sounds, 
 Make their sounds. 
 The letters on the bus all make their sounds 
 All around the town. 
 The B on the bus goes /b/ /b/ /b/, /b/ /b/ /b,  

/b/ /b/ /b/, 
 The B on the bus goes /b/ /b/ /b/ all around the 
   town. 
 
  
 
 
 



Who Let the Letters Out? 
 (“Who Let the Dogs Out?”) 
 Who let the A out?  
 /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ 
 Who let the B out?  etc. 
 
 Seven Little Letters 
 (“Five Little Ducks”) 
 (Choose 7 children to wear letter vests.) 
 Seven little letters went out one day, (Children   
 Over the hill and far away.               hold hands 
 When the teacher called /f/f/f/f/  in a circle.) 

Only the letter f came back.    
 (Child wearing “f” skips to the teacher.) 
 
 The Alphabet in My Mouth 
 (“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”) 
 I’ve got the whole alphabet in my mouth. 
 I’ve got the whole alphabet in my mouth. 
 I’ve got the whole alphabet in my mouth, 
 And I can read. 
 I’ve got A - /a/ /a/ - in my mouth.   
 I’ve got B - /b/ /b/ - in my mouth.          
 I’ve got C - /c/ /c/ - in my mouth, 
 And I can read. 
*Take a photo of each child in the classroom with 
their mouth wide open.  Enlarge.  Glue a letter in the 
middle of each child’s mouth.  Put the pictures 
together to make class book.  



b.  Associate the long and short sounds with the 
common spellings for the five major vowels. 
 
Magic E – Here’s another opportunity to use letter 
vests to demonstrate an abstract concept.  Choose 3 
friends to wear letters that will make a CVC word.  
Ask another child to wear the letter “e.”  Explain that 
“e” is a magic letter when it is at the end of a word.  
“It doesn’t make a sound, but it touches the letter in 
the middle with it’s magic and that letter shouts out 
her name.”  Have “e” get at the end of the word and 
tap the vowel in the middle.  (You can even use a 
paper magic wand for this.)  That letter says it’s name 
(long vowel sound) and then “e” covers up her letter.  
Help children blend the sounds and say the new 
word. 
 
The Vowel Song  - Sing this song to the tune of “Are 
You Sleeping?” 
 A makes two sounds.  (Echo each line.) 
 /A/ and /a/. 
 /A/ for apron, /a/ for apple. 
 /A/ and /a/. 
 
 /E/ and /e/ - eagle and elephant… 
 /I/ and /i/ - ice cream and inchworm… 
 /O/ and /o/ - open and octopus… 
 /U/ and /u/ - ukulele and uncle… 
 



The Vowel Family – 
This song to the tune 
of “BINGO” will be a 
“hook” for helping 
children recall short 
vowel sounds. 
 
 
 
 
           Aunt Aggie had an allergy  
           and she would always sneeze-o   
  (Pretend to sneeze.) 
           /a/a/a/a/a/  /a/a/a/a/a/  /a/a/a/a/a/    
           And she would always sneeze-o. 
           Grandpa Eddie stayed in shape 
           and he would exercise-o   
  (Pretend to lift weights.) 
           /e/e/e/e/e/  /e/e/e/e/e/   /e/e/e/e/e/ 
           He liked to exercise-o. 
           Baby Izzi had chicken pox  
           and she would always itch-o.  (Scratch body.) 
           /i/i/i/i/i/  /i/i/i/i/i/  /i/i/i/i/i/ 
           And she would always itch-o. 
           Cousin Otto’s throat was sore 
           And this is what he’d say-o.   
 (Put hand on throat.) 
           /o/o/o/o/o/  /o/o/o/o/o/  /o/o/o/o/o/ 
           And this is what he’d say-o. 



           Uncle Unk wore underwear  
           and it did stink-o.  (Hold nose.) 
           /u/u/u/u/u/  /u/u/u/u/u/   /u/u/u/u/u/ 
           And it did stink-o. 
 
Vowel Cheer – These gestures will help children 
remember vowel sounds. 
 Give me a long A - /a/    (Open palm and make  

a straight movement in front of your body.) 
 Give me a short A -  /a/a/  (Make a curve down  

and up in front of your body.) 
 
 Give me a long E…I…O…U… 
 
 Clap your hands and stomp your feet.  (Clap  

twice and stomp twice.) 
 You have got the vowel beat! 
  



Zip a Sound – You will need a zip gallon bag and a 
piece of paper to 
make these zip 
bags for your 
students.  Write the 
vowels vertically as 
shown on the 
paper and insert in 
the bag.  When the 
teacher calls out a 
word, the children 
zip to that vowel sound and then hold up their bags.  
You can start with simple words that being with long 
vowel sounds and make the game increasingly 
difficult. 
 
 
c.  Read common high-frequency words by sight 
(e.g. the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does). 
 
Lifetime Words - Explain that high frequency words are 
“lifetime words.”  
Once you learn 
them and store 
them in your brain, 
they will belong to 
you the rest of your 
life!   



*Collect empty mint tins and let children “save” 
lifetime words in their tins. 
 
Word Wallet - First, let each child make a “wallet.”  
Fold a 9”x 12” piece of construction paper in half as 
shown.  Open and 
fold up from the 
bottom about 2” 
from the top.  
Glue the sides.  
Fold in half to 
make the wallet.  
Let children 
decorate with 
markers or 
crayons.  Make “dollars” by writing high frequency 
words on 3” x 5” green rectangles.  As children learn 
high frequency words, write them on the green 
“dollars.”  Children can “save” these in their wallets. 
 



Super Visor – Introduce a word each day.  Write the 
word on an index 
card and tape it to 
a visor.  One child 
gets to be the 
“super visor” of the 
day and wear the 
word.  Whenever 
you leave the 
classroom, the 
“super visor” stands 
at the door with her arm extended.  Classmates must 
read the word before the “super visor” raises her arm 
and lets them exit the classroom. 
 
Sign Language – As you introduce words, go to 
aslpro.com and click on the “dictionary.”  Scroll 
down until you find the word and watch the video.  
Practice making the sign as you say the word. 
 
The Song – Your students will never forget this word 
when they sing the rhyme below to the tune of 
“Shortnin’ Bread.” 
 You can say the 
 Or you can say the. 
 But you always have to spell it 
 T – H – E. 
 



Oreo Words – Have children brainstorm all the two 
letter words they can think of.  Write the words on the 

board as they call them out.  
Give each child a double 
stuffed Oreo cookie.  Have 
them open their cookies and 
lick them as they spell the 
words on the board.  Next, 
make a book with two letter 
words.  Put two circles at the 
top of the page and write a 
letter in each circle.  Write 
the two letter word in the 
circle at the bottom of the 
page as shown.  Children 
pretend to lick their palms as 

they say the individual letters.  Clap hands as they 
say the word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Read the Room  - Children put on an empty pair of 
glasses and use a pointer as they walk around the 
room and read 
words, signs, labels, 
poems, and other 
classroom print. 
*Let children do this 
with a partner.  One 
child is the “teacher” 
and points to words.  
The second child is 
the “student” and 
reads the words. 
 
d.  Distinguish between similarly spelled words by 
identifying the sounds of the letters that differ. 
 
Rhyme Time – Have children identify rhyming words 
from songs, poems, and chants.  Write the words on 
the board.  Underline the letters that are the same.  
Circle the letters that are different. 
 
Word Families - Write words from the songs in RF.K.2.c 
on the board.  Use highlighting tape or a flashlight to 
focus on the onsets in each word. 
 
 


