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Micah was an 8th century BC prophet who had the task of 

announcing God’s judgment on the disobedient Israelites.  Micah 

explained that the Israelites ignored God by turning to idolatry (1:7) 

and greed (2:8-9, 3:11). 

 

Micah 6:8 is one of the more famous verses in the Bible.  We find it 

anywhere from little signs to famous speeches. 

 

It is a wonderful verse to recite daily about our duty to our faithful 

God.  How do we behave as those in a relationship with God? 

 

God wants obedience beyond formality. 
 

The Israelites reduced their faith to a formality.  They attempted to 

please God by doing certain motions (vv. 6-7). 

 

Given their faithlessness, the Israelites tried to placate God with a 

price. They wanted to commercialize their relationship with the 

Almighty.  The problem is that this is not how covenant 

relationships work.  We cannot purchase restoration in relationships.  

 

“For you (God), will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you 

will not be pleased with a burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are 

a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 

despise”  (King David in Psalm 51:16-17). 

 

God wants us to practice justice. 
 

The Israelites of Micah’s time “hated the good and loved the evil” 

(3:2).  They perverted God’s standards and became a law unto 

themselves (Cf. Gen. 2:16-17). 

 

God wants us to manage our daily affairs with a conviction of His 

moral standards.  My conduct must go through the filter of whether 

this is the right thing as defined by character of God. 

God wants us to love kindness. 
 

Sometimes the word “kindness” is translated “mercy”.  A good way 

of thinking of this is “loyal love”.  Will I follow through on my 

commitments to other people? Am I warm and considerate? 

 

We are, by nature, unkind.  All we need to evaluate is how children 

speak to one another at school or how adults treat one another in the 

work place.  So, kindness will depend on our union with Christ.  We 

know that kindness is a “fruit of the Spirit” (Cf. Gal. 5:22f.) 

 

How can a Christian live distinctively? One answer is to display 

kindness to all the people we meet.  Kindness will involve my 

speech and my time.  How do I talk to people?  Am I always in a 

hurry? 

 

God wants us to adopt a posture of humility. 

 
We want to live in such a way that shows we are under God’s 

authority.  The idea here is closely associated with modesty. 

 

God, help us to see our pride and help us to humble ourselves before 

there is greater damage (Cf. Ps. 138:6, Prov. 29:23, Mat. 23:12, 

James 4:6). 

 

Applications:  
 

We should note how the writer connects the “good life” (the 

beneficial life) with pleasing God.  By extension, we could say a bad 

life is one marked by injustice, hatreds, and pride.  These personality 

traits will lead to enslavement and isolation. 

 

There will be many decisions in 2018, but we know that God wants 

us to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly.  What if we started 

each day by thinking of justice, kindness, and humility?   

 

While these are significant ideas, they do not require any 

qualifications.  We can all practice these! 


