
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 36  
 Woman Anoints Jesus  

! What do you do to prepare for special guests? Why do you do that preparation? 
How do you feel when you are treated special at someone’s house? (Such as grandparents, or a 
friend) Share your highs/lows and God moments with one another! 

! Read Luke 7: 36-50 or page 354 in the Spark Storybook Bible: As you read the story, 
stop and write down your reflections or questions as you go.  

Conversations Starters:  

For Children:  

• When was a time that you needed to say “I’m sorry” to someone? What did you say to 
them?  

• When you have friends over to your house, how do you treat them? Do you do special 
things that you don’t normally do, or eat special food?  

• If Jesus came to you home, what would you do? How would you show Jesus that you 
love him?  

• When was a time that you asked God for forgiveness? How did you feel after asking?  

• Jesus always forgives us! Big mistakes, little mistakes, everything! How can you show 
Jesus forgiveness to someone who has made a mistake with you?  

For Youth/Adults: 

• Hospitality is very important in our faith. How do you show hospitality in your home? 
How are we hospitable at church? How can we be more hospitable? What does 
hospitality mean to you?  

• Look over some of your questions from the reading. Were they partially answered by the 
end of the passage? If there are things that you still wonder about this passage, talk about 
those ideas with your family or friend. If they are not a part of this bible study, invite 
them to read the story with you for conversation. 



• Pharisees liked to follow and enforce the “religious rules.” Jesus saw this woman not as a 
rule breaker but a beloved child of God in need of freedom from what the world told her 
about herself. What would it be like to spend a day free from all of the “rules” that the 
world tells you about yourself, (I’m not suggesting breaking the law! Just the cultural 
laws of self-doubt and shame!) and live as a forgiven, loved and worthy person of God?  

• How has offering forgiveness or being forgiven changed you? What is it like to shed the 
shame of a wrong doing by you or someone else? Why do you think God forgives us 
freely and over and over again?  

• In this passage, Jesus is linking the faith of the woman with her courage to come to Jesus 
just as she was-sin and all-trusting that Jesus would welcome her. One aspect of faith is 
trust in what we can’t see and knowing that we don’t have to have “enough” faith as God 
will come to us over and over offering this relationship with us. We don’t need to add 
“not enough faith” to our list of things to worry about as God’s got this! What does faith 
mean to you? What are you grateful for in your relationship with God?  

Activities for All:  

• Anointing in the ancient world was used to set apart kings and other royalty, prophets and 
other special people. We use anointing in our baptism liturgy to proclaim that God sets us 
apart to be God’s special people in the world. We often use olive oil with some essential 
oil for a wonderful fragrance. Create your own anointing oil and anoint one another to 
remember that you are special to God!  

• Fragrances can change our moods! Look up what fragrance of flowers can have a positive 
impact on your mood and buy some for yourself and a neighbor!  

• Hospitality is important in relationships. Take dinner to a friend having a difficult time 
and send a note of encouragement. Or volunteer with a program that feeds people who 
are hungry. Bring some nice table arrangements to share!  

• Caring for one another a way to show love. Find a way to show care for each person in 
your family this week.  

• Consider this picture below of the woman anointing Jesus’ feet. What emotion comes up 
for you? If you were the woman? Jesus? A dinner guest? The Pharisee?  



!  

! Pray for each other’s highs and lows for the week. This week focus on prayers of 
confession and forgiveness for one another and anyone else in your life. Model for any children 
in your home offering and accepting forgiveness.  

! +Jesus forgives you, go in peace+ 


