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Hell is a difficult subject to think about.  We should approach it with 

both seriousness and a kind of sorrow while also acknowledging that 

Jesus spoke clearly about Hell (Mat. 5.22, 10.28, 25.30, 41, 46).  

 

Can we keep Christianity but get rid of Hell?   
A recent Pew Research survey (2014) found that 72% of people 

believe in heaven but only 58% of people believe in Hell.  Can we 

keep Jesus and say nothing about Hell?  Can we hold the prospect of 

Heaven without the prospect of Hell? 

 

We must understand Hell within the context of what it means to 

believe the Gospel. 

 

So, if there is no Hell, then what is the consequence of sin?  If there 

are no consequences for sin, why did Jesus have to die?  If Jesus did 

not need to die, the message of Christianity is useless?  If the 

message of Christianity is useless, our gathering as a church is hard 

to understand. 

 

Hell makes sense when we consider the Holiness and Love of God. 

 

What is the destiny of “good” non-believers? 
This question always presumes a relativized standard for good and 

bad.  Everyone in the room is good compared with the tyrants of 

history.  Everyone in this room is bad compared to God’s perfection. 

 

God does not like Hell nor does He like when people go there.  Hell 

“was prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25.41).  God 

“takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked” (Ezek. 33.11).   

 

We also have reason to believe that God sends a more complete 

message to those who respond to Him with what they have been 

given (Acts 8.26-40, 10.1-33).  For “God rewards those who seek 

Him” (Heb. 11.6) 

Who goes to Hell and what is it like? 
Hell is for those who defy and mock their maker.  It is for those who 

refuse to acknowledge God and violate the greatest commandment 

(Luke 10.27).  There is no one in Hell who did not want to be there.  

Hell is separation from God (2 Thes. 1.9). 

 

Mark Twain was incorrect when he said he’d choose “Heaven for 

the climate, Hell for the companionship”. 

 

While it is wrong to think of Hell as a “torture chamber”, it is a 

place of selfishness, darkness, emotional distress, and physical 

hardship.  It is presented as a place of bitterness and sorrow. 

 

There are degrees of punishment in Hell (Matthew 11.20-24, Luke 

12.47-48).  That is to say, Hell will not be the same for everyone 

who is there. 

 

Why don’t we have a second chance? 
“It is appointed for a man to die once, and after that comes 

judgment” (Hebrews 9.27).  

 

Human beings do not believe even when they are presented with 

facts.  The problem is our stubborn will, so more time will not help. 

 

The Lord is “patient” towards us (2 Peter 3.9). 

 

Applications:  
The reality of Hell reminds us of what Jesus did for us on the cross.  

The Father turned His back on the Son for the sake of sinful humans 

(Mat. 27.46).  We see more clearly God’s mercy in the Gospel. 

 

“Lord Jesus, I entrust my life to you.  The thought of Hell and 

separation from God is a terrible prospect, so I thank you for your 

sacrifice on the cross for my sin.  I know that you can be trusted.  

Thank you that we can have confidence through your shed blood”. 
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