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Intercession: “Them’s fightin’ words!”

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual [hosts] of wickedness
in the heavenly [places].” (Eph 6:12 NKJV)

Introduction

Intercession – two different
activities

• Reconciling, Joining, Meeting

• Separating, Tearing away, Waging
war

Read Eccl. 3:1-8

“a time to love and a time to hate, a
time for war and a time for peace.”
(Ec. 3:8 NIV)

Introduction

If God’s will could be accomplished
without prayer, why are we told
to pray: “Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done….”?

If the devil is defeated, why are we
told to pray: “Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from
the Evil One…”?

“Victory is an
accomplished fact, but it
does need a man to lay
hold of that victory and
precipitate a
confrontation with the
enemy…”

R. Matthews, Born for Battle.
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Introduction

Quote Jack Hayford, Prayer is
Invading the Impossible.

“To see both sides of Jesus, is
to see both sides of prayer…. It
is the time to learn the place
and time for anger… for
indignation… for boldness… for
attack….”

Intercession Means Warfare

“This is no afternoon athletic
contest that we’ll walk away from
and forget about in a couple of
hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-
death fight to the finish against the
Devil and all his angels.” (Eph 6:12
Message)

Intercession Means Warfare

“This is no afternoon athletic
contest that we’ll walk away from
and forget about in a couple of
hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-
death fight to the finish against the
Devil and all his angels.” (Eph 6:12
Message)

Knowing the Enemy

“ (Forgive) in order that Satan
might not outwit us. For we are
not unaware1 of his schemes.”
(2Co 2:11 NIV)

ἀγνοεώ agnoeo

• Agnostic

• A (withouth)

• Gnosis (knowledge of,
understanding of)

• Ignorant of…..

Knowing the Enemy

Last factor: Reach

“ (Forgive) in order that Satan might
not outwit us. For we are not
unaware of his schemes.” (2Co
2:11 NIV)

πλεονεκτεώ pleonekteo
• to have more, or a greater part or

share

• to be superior, excel, surpass, have
an advantage over

• to gain or take advantage of
another, to overreach
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Knowing the Enemy

“ (Forgive) in order that Satan
might not outwit us. For we are
not unaware of his schemes.”
(2Co 2:11 NIV)

νοήμα noema

Thought

Plans

Schemes

Plots

Devices

Knowing the Enemy

Bad News:

Being ignorant of the enemy’s
thoughts, and schemes gives this
the reach advantage over us.

Good News:

If God suggests we are not to be
ignorant of Satan’s schemes, He
must be willing to reveal them to
us.

Putting it All Together

To the degree we are ignorant of
the way our adversary thinks and
operates – of his plans, plots,
schemes and devices – to that
degree he will gain on us, prey on
us, defraud us of what is ours and
have or hold the great portion.

• Homes, families, communities,
finances, government, nation…

• Read Sheets, p. 151

Introduction

Conclusion of WW2

• Japanese soldiers, isolated on
Pacific Islands, did not know the
war was over.

• What really happened when
Jesus won victory at the cross?

• Is the devil now “powerless”?
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Introduction

If Satan is powerless, why…?

Warnings:

• To watch and pray

• Roaring lion

• Deceiving serpent

• Lies

• Schemes

• Put on Christian Armour

Satan’s Schemes: Temptation

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. (Mt 4:1 NIVUS)

• What is temptation?

• An invitation to do, or not do…

• How does it work?

• World, Flesh, Devil

• Twisting the Word

• What is our defense?

Satan’s Schemes: Temptation

What is our defense?

• Submit yourselves, then, to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. (Jas 4:7 NIVUS)

• Know the Word

• Pray
• Lord’s prayer

• Watch and pray so that you will
not fall into temptation. The spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak.
(Mr 14:38 NIVUS)

Satan’s Schemes: Lies

You belong to your father, the devil,
and you want to carry out your
father’s desires. He was a murderer
from the beginning, not holding to
the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his
native language, for he is a liar and
the father of lies. (Joh 8:44 NIVUS)
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Satan’s Schemes: Lies

Lies about God…

• He’s the great “kill joy”.

• No fun

The TRUTH will set you free.

God is GOOD

For the LORD God is a sun and
shield; the LORD bestows favor and
honor; no good thing does he
withhold from those whose walk is
blameless. (Ps 84:11 NIVUS)

Satan’s Schemes: Spiritual Blindness/Deafness

The god of this age has blinded the
minds of unbelievers, so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel that
displays the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. (2Co 4:4 NIVUS)
He has blinded their eyes and
hardened their hearts, so they can
neither see with their eyes, nor
understand with their hearts, nor
turn — and I would heal them. (Joh
12:40 NIVUS)
See also Isaiah 6:10

Satan’s Schemes: Spiritual Blindness/Deafness

He replied, "Whether he is a sinner
or not, I don’t know. One thing I do
know. I was blind but now I see!"
(Joh 9:25 NIVUS)

For God, who said, "Let light shine
out of darkness," made his light
shine in our hearts to give us the
light of the knowledge of God’s
glory displayed in the face of Christ.
(2Co 4:6 NIVUS)

Satan’s Schemes: Fear

Be alert and of sober mind. Your
enemy the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour. (1Pe 5:8 NIVUS)

• How a lion hunts.

• Roar / Fear, Running

• Picks off stragglers, and the weak
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Satan’s Schemes: Fear

Be alert and of sober mind. Your
enemy the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour. “Resist him, standing
firm in the faith.(1Pe 5:8-9 NIVUS)

Be alert and sober

• Don’t become isolated

• Run to the roar / Resist

• Jesus is the “better” lion

Satan’s Schemes: Some Mental/Physical Ills

Then they brought him a demon-
possessed man who was blind and
mute, and Jesus healed him, so that
he could both talk and see. (Mt
12:22 NIVUS)

When they came to Jesus, they saw
the man who had been possessed
by the legion of demons, sitting
there, dressed and in his right mind;
and they were afraid. (Mr 5:15
NIVUS

Satan’s Schemes: Make Captives

Opponents must be gently
instructed, in the hope that God will
grant them repentance leading
them to a knowledge of the truth,
and that they will come to their
senses and escape from the trap of
the devil, who has taken them
captive to do his will. (2Ti 2:25-26
NIVUS)

Satan’s Schemes: Accuses Christians

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven
say: "Now have come the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of
our God, and the authority of his
Messiah. For the accuser of our
brothers and sisters, who accuses
them before our God day and night,
has been hurled down. (Re 12:10
NIVUS
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Satan’s Schemes: Accuses Christians

What to do when accused.

If true,

Confess.

If already confess,

Send to your lawyer

If not true,

Resist… “Get behind me, Satan!”

Keep short accounts with God.


