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We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people
on whose ancestral land we meet.

JESUS’ DEATH
(Good Friday)

“Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last”. (Matt. 27:50)
We enter almost-darkness for a time of quiet meditation accompanied by

music: Adagio in G Minor for Organ and Strings, Tomaso Albinoni.
A plaque is carried forward.  It reads: Jesus of Nazareth, c.4BCE – c.33CE

Leader:  In this solemn time of mourning, we remember the life and death of
Jesus of Nazareth, the man for others.  We remember that the crucifixion was
the means of his death, not the purpose of his life.  We remember that he
stood alone against mindless powers of violence and death and resisted those
powers non-violently.  As he did so, he bequeathed to the world a priceless
understanding of love and of God.
All: We mourn the untimely end to Jesus’ life by cruel, prolonged public
execution, and wonder at his courage and his love.
We remember him.
SILENCE   A memorial wreath is brought forward

Leader:  In solemn reflection we remember that Jesus’ friends failed him
when he needed them most.   We remember that the church which wears his
name has often misunderstood him and failed to follow him.
All:  We remember that we also fail him, fully and too often.
We remember his love and his forgiveness of human ignorance and
weakness.
We remember him.
SILENCE

Leader:  We remember Jesus’ courageous faith in the goodness of God and
in the goodness of his fellow human beings.
All:  We remember his hope for the best possible world, made real in
cooperation between humanity and its Creator.
We remember that he called us to be creators of this world, a world he
called the Kingdom of Heaven.
We remember him.
SILENCE

All: From this day on, and in this way, we will remember him.

We hear: ‘He was despised and rejected’ by George Frideric Handel

Leader:  Let us stand by Jesus now, as we remember him.
Music: In Paradisum, from Requiem by Gabriel Fauré.

While music plays, you are invited to come forward, place a sprig of rosemary
in an urn near the cross, and say the words ‘I remember him’.

We sing (seated) – ‘O Christ, you hang upon a cross’   Shirley Murray



THE WAITING
(Easter Saturday)

“On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment”. (Luke 23:56)
We hear the Taizé chant: ‘Stay here, and keep watch with me’

Leader:
Between Good Friday and Easter Day we stand in the middle ground –
between death and life, sorrow and gladness, bitter and the sweet.  Our lives
can be haunted by death and trauma, by recurring nightmares, by destruction
even as we have that glimmer of light for a world still to be imagined.
The traumatized women of Good Friday still waited with love and prepared
spices to anoint Jesus’ dead body.  According to Matthew the traumatized
men fled, to regroup later in Galilee.  The words from John’s gospel (15:9) are
about remaining in love in the face of terror and death.  So it is with all of us
who in these times move between death and life, despair and hope, confusion
and clarity.
In this, the middle time, there is the need to bear witness to that undertow, the
many unseen currents that flow dangerously in our world.  The Easter women
bore witness to their love by preparing anointing spices in the midst of their
trauma.  Later, with the men, they would bear witness by lamenting and telling
the stories of betrayal and torture, the passion stories, and in turn imagining a
new kin-dom of God.

Leader:
As bowls of salty water are passed around, you are invited to dip a finger in
the water and anoint yourself, reflecting on the words attributed to Jesus:
“Remain in my love”.

Anointed with salty water, we make our way through Holy Saturday – that
middle time where we live now – a time when we bear witness to love in the
face of crisis and trauma, a time when we hope for love to prevail.

Leader:
In the aftermath of drought, earthquakes, floods and cyclones, there is so
much loss, so many decisions to be made, so much imagination needed to
hope again.
All: Help us O God to bear witness and remain in your love.
In the aftermath of war and continuing violence, so much courage is needed
to hear the truth and bring healing.
All: Help us O God to bear witness and remain in your love.
In the aftermath of accidents and death, in the aftermath of crucifixion, so
much time is needed for grieving and remembering and living with the trauma.
All: Help us O God to bear witness and remain in your love.

We sing (seated) softly and thoughtfully: ‘Joyful is the Dark’
          Brian Arthur Wren

A silence is kept



JESUS’ LIFE
(Easter Day)

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5)
Music: ‘Morning Mood’ from Peer Gynt, Edvard Grieg.

Leader:  Jesus lives!  He lives in the hearts and minds of all who love him.
All:  This is the way we will remember him!
Leader:  On the day called Easter, we celebrate the indestructible goodness
Jesus showed to the world.
All: We will gladly follow in his Way!

We sing: ‘We shall go out with hope of resurrection’ Londonderry Air
                  Joyce Boyce-Tillman

Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives.
All:  We will remember him when we forgive, and not hold on to hurts.
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives.
All: We will remember him when we give until it makes a difference.

On the screen, we see images of need and of healing in Jesus’ name.

Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives.
All:  We will remember him when we feed the hungry, shelter the
homeless and befriend the lonely.
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives.
All:  We will remember him when we resist war and all forms of violence.



Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives.
All:  We will remember his faith in a God who loves, forgives and
restores our hope.
Leader:  We will remember Jesus as we live our lives.
All:  We will remember his guidelines for life and for loving.

HOLY COMMUNION

Leader:   We say together The Jesus Creed (based on the Beatitudes)

All:       I believe in Jesus’ vision of the best kind of world,
      made known to us in his teaching.

Leader:   Jesus said:
       Fortunate are the humble in spirit;

All:        they will live in the best possible world.
Leader:     Fortunate are the mournful;
All:        they will face the future with strength.
Leader:     Fortunate are the non-violent;
All:        they will govern the earth.
Leader:     Fortunate are those whose passion is for justice;
All:        they will receive justice.
Leader:     Fortunate are the compassionate;
All:        they will receive compassion.
Leader:     Fortunate are the undivided in heart;
All:        they will commit to the way of Jesus.
Leader:     Fortunate are the peacemakers;
All:        they will forgive, and reconcile humanity.
Leader 1:   Fortunate are those in danger for living Jesus’ way;
All:        they will be freed from fear to follow him.

All:        I believe that those who follow Jesus will create the best
       possible world.



The singing bowl welcomes us to the Table

Leader:  This is a table of hospitality, all are welcome.  This bread and wine
come from the earth, the sun and the rain.  The seeds and the grapes are
gathered and crushed by human hands to make these loaves and this wine.
When Jesus took the bread and wine into his hands it became for us a sign
that what is broken can be remade; what is lost can be found and that all
creation strives toward wholeness.  I invite you to greet the person next to you
with the handshake of hospitality.

Leader:
Spirit of Life, we are grateful for the earth and sky, all that sustains and
nourishes us on this planet.
Spirit of Peace, we are grateful for inner stillness and times of thoughtful
reflection that nurture and shape us.
Spirit of Hope, we are grateful for purposeful and meaningful lives which are
awakened to your life within us.
Spirit of Love, we are grateful for the life and teaching of Jesus, for his calling
to us to be light and healing in our world.

Leader:  We light this candle with gratitude.
All:  We are thankful for Jesus who spoke the words of love and lived
the way of compassion; who embraced the spirit of hope and challenged
the forces of evil.

We sing (seated): ‘Break now the bread of life’  Bread of Life
Mary Artemisia Lathbury



Leader:  As Jesus shared bread and wine with his friends, so we share this
meal, aware that the spirit of Jesus’ life and message is alive and present with
us.  Bread – symbol of life and broken to be shared; wine – life poured out in
love for all.  We eat the bread and drink the wine in this community of Jesus’
friends.

Bread and wine are shared.  You are invited to come forward to receive
bread and dip it in a cup. Gluten free wafers are on the centre table.

Leader: We give thanks that through this bread and wine our inner lives have
been nourished; our faith strengthened and our love increased.
All:  We are grateful for this moment, this meal and these people, and we
give ourselves to the way of Jesus.  May we leave this meal as changed
people, because we have shared the living bread and cannot remain the
same.  Amen

We sing: ‘Christ is alive, let Christians sing’   Dunedin
Brian Arthur Wren

Blessing

Organ Postlude: Chorale Prelude “Christ lag in Todesbanden” BWV625 from
        Orgelbuchlein, J. S. Bach.


