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 Bella is pleased to an-

nounce that the keynote 

speaker at the Dessert Gala 

this year will be Pastor 

Herb Lusk. Pastor Lusk has 

been the Senior Pastor at 

the Greater Exodus Baptist 

Church since 1982.  During 

this time, membership has 

grown from 17 people to 

over 2,000.  Pastor Lusk left 

his position as a running 

back for the Philadelphia 

Eagles team to commit 

himself to the service of 

those in poverty:  the job-

less, the homeless, the 

hungry, and those in prison 

and their children.  As a NFL 

tailback, Pastor Lusk was 

known as the first NFL play-

er to kneel and pray after 

scoring.  When asked what 

he was doing, he replied, “I 

was just giving thanks”! 

Through the Greater Exo-

dus Baptist Church, Pastor 

Lusk founded People for 

People in 1989.  Communi-

ty development and revital-

ization programs of PFP 

include a Charter School, 

Early Childhood Develop-

ment Center, welfare to 

work program called EARN, 

the Mentoring Children of 

Purpose program, What 

Matter Most Abstinence 

Program, the PFP Commu-

nity Development Credit 

Union, and the HOPE Preg-

nancy Center for those 

facing crisis pregnancies. 

Pastor Lusk also founded 

Stand for Africa in 2003 to 

raise awareness about Afri-

can AIDS orphans and their 

families.  This program 

currently funds stable, reli-

able initiatives in seven 

countries on the African 

continent.  Due to his tire-

less efforts in this area, 

Pastor Lusk received a Pres-

idential appointment to the 

Presidential Advisory Coun-

cil on HIV & AIDS. 

Most recently, Pastor Lusk 

led PFP into partnership 

with Eastern University in 

order to create higher edu-

cation opportunities for 

those who are unable to 

otherwise afford college.  

He is currently working to 

create the PFP Family Com-

munity Center  that will 

remove students and their 

families from dangerous 

Philadelphia streets and 

provide them with space 

for safe events and activi-

ties beneficial to their fami-

lies. 

Night line, Hardball, NBC, 

CBS, ABC, and FOX are 

among the many news 

broadcasts that have fea-

tured appearances by Pas-

tor Lusk; he has received 

countless awards, honors 

and citations, and has 

served on the board of 

numerous organizations.  

Pastor Lusk travels to Africa 

several times each year  to 

meet with national and 

community leaders to di-

rect Stand for Africa fund-

ing into the most cost-

effective channels for the 

greatest impact in the war 

against HIV/AIDS.  In 2005, 

Philadelphia Magazine 

named Pastor Lusk as one 

of Philadelphia’s 50 most 

influential leaders. He has 

hosted  a President of the 

United States twice at PFP 

in the last decade.  

Pastor Lusk is married; he 

and his beloved wife, Vick-

ey, have three adult chil-

dren.  

Former NFL Player to Highlight Dessert Gala 

“As an NFL tailback, 

Pastor Lusk was 

known as the first NFL 

player to kneel and 

pray after scoring.” 



between enlightenment and 

offense, between building a 

bridge and building a wall, 

and between a changed heart 

and a hardened heart.    

There are many different 

elements to love: patience, 

kindness, trust, humility, re-

spect, forgiveness, hope, and 

truth.  Without these ele-

ments, the Bible says we are 

like a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal.  But with 

these elements, we are as-

sured that “Love Never 

Fails” (1Cor. 13:8). 

The mainstay of Bella’s mis-

sion and vision is to minister 

the love, truth, and hope of 

Christ to women and men in 

unplanned pregnancy situa-

tions, in an effort to spare 

them the heartache of abor-

tion.  By loving, accepting, 

listening, and focusing on the 

person being served, we are 

 Love Never Fails 

The Bible tells us that God 

has given us spiritual gifts for 

the “common good of every-

one.”  However, it also ex-

plains that these gifts are 

useless without love (1 Cor. 

12 & 13). Love is described as 

the greatest of the Lord’s 

commandments; “You shall 

love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind… 

and love your neighbor as 

yourself”  (Matt 22:36-38). 

As a Christian organization, 

Bella strives to model the 

love of Christ, whether it is in 

our interactions with the 

community, one another, or 

with our clients. One way we 

do this is by presenting the 

“truth in love” (Ephesians 

4:15). Truth is truth, but the 

manner in which it is deliv-

ered can make the difference 

A Thought From the Executive Director, Roxie Johnson 
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“Jesus came to  

reconcile us to God  

for all eternity.   

This indeed, is  

“good news.” 

New Clients       93 

 Female       85 

 Male         8 

Return Clients (Carry over from 2011)   26 

Pregnancy Test Clients       77 

 Positive Tests                    61 

 Negative Tests                    16 

 Tests at Doctor        8 

Ultrasound Confirmations      58 

Pregnancy/Options Counseling     75  

STD info        24 

 

Clients who chose to carry to term         57 

Clients who chose abortion            2 

Client who chose adoption            0 

Miscarriages             6 

Clients whose results are unknown           3 

Earn While You Learn clients     22 new 

               26 return 

Abstinence/Relationship Counsel             15 

Post abortion help             3 

Spiritual Counsel /Gospel Presentation     29 

Total Client Visits (Jan-Aug 2012)            457 

 

able to a build a bridge be-

tween her heart and our 

heart.  Once a client knows 

we love her, she will let us 

speak truth into her life, even 

when that truth may not be 

what she wants to hear, but 

what she needs to hear.  

This year, we chose the 

theme “Love Never Fails” for 

both our Walk for Life and 

our upcoming Dessert Gala 

because it is a core belief at 

Bella. 

When you partner with Bella, 

whether through a fundrais-

ing event or with support 

throughout the year, you too 

become an instrument of 

God’s love to the women, 

men, and families Bella 

serves.  Together, we can 

empower those in unplanned 

pregnancies with the “truth 

in love” that will help enable 

them to make decisions for 

life.   

 

Vital Statistics, January-August 2012 



When talking about how valuable and special the Bella clients are, we mustn’t neglect to also include 

the vital role of the Client Advocate or other staff who interact with the clients at Bella.  The relation-

ships that are created are truly an amazing thing to feel and witness.  In keeping with Christ’s love, the 

relationship component is oh so valuable.  That opportunity to have a connection with an individual in 

need, offering support, resources, and education; all done in a caring manner, is one of the things I 

love best about Bella.  The services we provide are a framework to be catered and customized per 

each individual that come in.  This personalized service, is what also allows for a thoughtful plan and 

supportive care throughout her pregnancy or crisis. 
   

Each new client brings a unique experience.  God’s plan and the divine appointments are truly moving.  

Every time I am able to see the connection between a client and their Client Advocate, or even have 

my own experience with clients, I am blessed to know God’s hand is in it.  When a client comes in for 

their appointment, there can be an instant bond with the Client Advocate who is there to support 

them, listen and offer counsel and resources.  We make ourselves available to the client where they 

are, during that time in crisis or need.  Clients will often say how much it meant to know they had a 

place to come, to vent and share openly with someone that didn’t judge them. 
 

Even if the client should only visit Bella once, there are times that simply just the availability of another 

caring individual is all that the client needed.  Other times the experience, wisdom, and empathy 

offered by a Client Advocate is exactly the necessary components for a woman to begin in a healing 

and thoughtful process.  If they continue to visit Bella throughout their pregnancy for the Earn While 

You Learn classes, the clients and Client Advocates can spend up to a year or more with each other, 

and a real bond grows.  There is a shared joy at their achievements, support through the trials, and 

security. 
 

The relationships that begin at Bella are valuable, life altering, and blessed.   

Nurse’s Corner by Jodie Baxendale, Center Director/Nurse 
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“This personalized 

service, is what also 

allows for a     

thoughtful plan and 

supportive care 

throughout her     

pregnancy or  crisis”. 

Bella urges you to vote your values  
on November 6th. 

For Christian voter’s guides go to:  
http://www.christianvoterguide.com/  

On September 7th, 34 dads, daughters, and granddads gathered at Matthew Opera House in 

Spearfish for a  scrumptious meal, inspiring message, fun activities, ballroom dancing, and some 

very special one-on-one time geared toward strengthening their father-daughter relationships.  

Our heartfelt thanks to Kristen Harding and her team of young women who made the “From the 

Heart” Father-Daughter Ball  an exceptional evening for all!   Thanks also to Dakota Trailways  

for sponsoring this extraordinary event!! 

From the Heart 

“Our heartfelt thanks to 

Kristen Harding and her 

team of young women 

who made the “From the 

Heart” Father-Daughter 

Ball an exceptional     

evening for all!” 
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Usually when the phone rings at Bella, it’s 

someone who needs Bella’s services, rather 

than someone who wants to serve Bella.  That 

wasn’t the case when Michelle Engmann 

phoned Bella earlier this year.  Imagine our 

excitement when we discovered she wanted to 

offer us an “all expense paid” David Meece 

concert as a benefit for Bella!  Of course, we 

jumped on that band-wagon! 

 

As a growing, thriving ministry, Bella is in con-

stant need of new funding resources.  But the 

real excitement is that it’s David Meece!   

 

Here’s more information: 

 

Christian music legend David Meece describes a 

“tremendous urgency” to “get the Gospel out 

to as many people as possible.” 

 

The renowned musician will be in concert De-

cember 7th at 7:00 p.m., at the Spearfish High 

School. 

  

With record sales in the millions, Meece is the 

composer of modern-day Christian classics 

such as “We Are the Reason, ”Forgiven,” 

“Unknown Soldier,” “Learning to Trust,” and 

“My Father’s Chair.” He composed the Christ-

mas classic “One Small Child” at the age of 14, 

having begun touring as a concert pianist at 

age 10. 

 

Meece is a graduate of the Peabody Conserva-

tory of Music in Baltimore, where he was a 

scholarship student. He says, “Obeying God is 

where it’s at. I am convinced that there has 

been a tremendous urgency placed upon my 

life by the Holy Spirit to get the Gospel out to 

as many people as possible. I’m convinced 

Jesus is coming back very soon.”   

 

David’s life has impacted the lives of millions 

of people worldwide, and his passion for ex-

cellence in the field of Contemporary Christian 

Music continues to leave a powerful legacy for 

generations to come. 

 

David Meece to Entertain for Bella 

“Obeying God is where 

it’s at. I am convinced 

that there has been a 

tremendous urgency 

placed upon my life by 

the Holy Spirit to get 

the Gospel out to as 

many people as 

possible. I’m convinced 

Jesus is coming back 

very soon.”   

Wondering how you can help Bella?  Here are some practical suggestions: 

 Bella is in need of volunteers to help with  administrative tasks until another Administrative Assistant 

can be hired and trained.  If you have some time and expertise in Admin, please give Roxie a call at 

605-642-4140.  (A job posting is included on page 3.) 

 Bella needs volunteers to help on the fundraising committee.  If you would like to help with the Des-

sert Gala or the Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign, please call Angie at 605-641-5859 or email her at 

angiealbonico@yahoo.com.  

 We have set a goal of  40 sponsored or ticketed tables for Bella’s 11th annual Dessert Gala.  It is our 

hope and prayer that you will consider  being one of the sponsors or ticket-bearers!   (Details are on 

the flier enclosed with this newsletter.)   

 Bella has office space for lease!  If you are looking for  commercial space in Spearfish, give us a call 

and come see what we have to offer!!   

 Bella Boutique: It’s time to change out the spring/summer clothing for fall/winter.  We could use a 

few good people to assist us with this task!  If you or your group would like to help, please call  Jodie 

at 642-4140. 

Bella Wish List 
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Celebration Gifts 

Congratulations to Grant 

& Tara Neff of Singapore, 

on the birth of their baby 

Cambree Jo born on April  

13, 2012.  Celebration 

gift from Grandparents, 

Derald & Kelly Hill. 

Celebration Gift from 

Silvia Sack for the      

blessings of a new     

Great-Grandson, Caleb 

James Sack, born April 

15, 2012 to Drew & 

Michelle Sack of Naza-

reth, PA. 

Although we rejoice every time an abortion vulnerable client choses life for her child, I have found over 

the years that the ones I remember most are those who went on to have an abortion.  One such client 

was a young woman I will call Abbie.   

Abbie had just started college when she called Bella for a pregnancy test and information on abortion.  

She was a full-time student on a scholarship and was overwhelmed by the thought of adding a baby to 

her already hectic life.  She had never believed in abortion, but if pregnant, she felt it would be the right 

choice.  Abby was hoping that abortion would be as simple as taking a pill, but when she came in for the 

test, she was beyond the stage where that was possible.  Information on the abortion procedure that 

would be used (for her stage of pregnancy) and the risks involved were offered, but she declined.  How-

ever, Abbie was open to discussing the emotional effects some women have experienced after abor-

tion, and she was informed that Bella offers post-abortion counseling for those who feel the need after-

ward.   

The pregnancy test was positive and an ultrasound was performed.  During the ultrasound, Abbie was 

able to view her nine week fetus and witness both movement and a heartbeat.  While viewing the ultra-

sound, she indicated that she wanted to keep her baby, and a family member, who had come with her, 

agreed that they would make things work.  She scheduled for Earn While You Learn. After Abbie left, we 

rejoiced in her change of heart, but we also offered up prayer, knowing from experience how quickly 

things can change.  And change they did.   

When Abbie’s boyfriend found out about the pregnancy, he wanted nothing to do with her or the baby.  

Morning sickness also set in as things went from bad to worse.  Abbie cancelled her Earn While You 

Learn appointment, and when a follow-up call was made, we discovered that Abbie had aborted.  As is 

so often the case, Abby was feeling relieved, but as is also so often the case, that relief was short-lived.  

 A few months later, Abbie phoned Bella again.  She was at the point where she could not function emo-

tionally and was missing classes because of it.  Once again, she scheduled to come into Bella and the 

road to abortion recovery began.   

Some might think that Bella failed Abbie because she went through with an abortion.  However, be-

cause we did not give up on her, today Abbie is walking in the freedom and healing of Christ from her 

abortion choice.  So for me, my memory is not one of defeat, but one of victory, and in that there is 

rejoicing!  

A Client Story by Roxie Johnson 

“After Abbie left, we 

rejoiced in her change of 

heart, but we also 

offered up prayer, know-

ing from experience how 

quickly things can 

change.  And change 

they did.” 

 New Cribs 

 Excersaucer 

 Bouncer 

 Bassinettes 

 Bath Items/Hooded Bath Towels 

 Baby Boy clothes/shoes 

 Formula 

 Diapers:  Newborn, Size 1 & 2 

 Car Seats 

Client Requests 
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What Defines the Heart of a Liaison?  Webster’s defines a liaison as a close relationship, connection, or 

link.  At Bella Pregnancy Resource Center, Linda Schaefer fits this definition perfectly.   

Roxie and I recently sat down with Linda to get a “closer look” at this precious lady’s heart and find out 

why she chose to become a church liaison for Bella.  I had a “list” of questions in hand so I could write this 

article, but soon found that the Holy Spirit had turned our gathering into a “divine appointment”.  

Linda Schaefer is a friend of Bella and those of us that serve here.  That’s what makes her liaison position 

so amazing.  We are her friend and she is ours.  Our partnership together and our common bond with the 

Lord are what make being a Liaison for Bella so “easy” or “not complicated” as Linda puts it.  She feels that 

she doesn’t do that much, and yet we know that she serves Bella and her church congregation with such 

dedication and devotion. Linda said “For me, to have Bella here, makes me feel good.” She is a link, a con-

nection for us to her local church, and we are in a relationship that is vital for that link to work effectively.  

As her pastor, Pastor Gene Bauman put it, “Linda is dedicated to her Lord and dedicated to any task set 

before her.”  If it’s as simple as forwarding a message to the congregation or as complex as putting up a 

display in the foyer of her church for one of Bella’s fundraiser’s, Linda follows through wholeheartedly.  

Linda says “I can’t imagine anything more precious than a baby.  God created life, whether it’s in perfect 

form or there’s a slight flaw, whether it’s in the womb or elderly, it’s His creation and that’s what makes it 

special.” 

Linda has been serving Bella as a Liaison for St. Paul’s Lutheran church for almost 5 years.  She is married 

to her husband of 48 years, Vic, and has 3 children, David, Tracy, and Michael.  She has also been blessed 

with 3 granddaughters of whom she speaks very highly.  Linda and Vic have lived in Spearfish for 14 years, 

12 of which Linda has spent working for Prairie Harvest.  She will be retiring soon however, to pursue her 

life hobbies including gardening, camping and reading.  She giggled and said that the love of her life, who 

her husband knows about, is her dog Mandie.   Mandie is a pug by breed, but from what we gathered 

from Linda, truly human by nature and a great friend.   

Bella is so grateful for Linda.  If I had the space, I would write more about our conversation that day.  We 

know, here at Bella, where Linda’s heart lies.  It lies right in Her Savior’s hands.  And, I believe Linda knows 

where Bella’s heart lies as well.  That’s what makes this liaison relationship work.  It’s personal.  It’s de-

signed by the Lord and we pray that Linda’s example will encourage others to seek a relationship with 

Bella in this liaison position in their church.  It is truly a close relationship, a link, a connection. 

Volunteer Spotlight by Chris Jewett, Donor Care Developer 

“If it’s as simple as      

forwarding a message to 

the congregation or as 

complex as putting up a 

display in the foyer of her 

church or one of Bella’s 

fundraisers, Linda follows 

through wholehearted-

ly.” 

Church Liaison Information 

Church liaisons are the people God uses to act as a “go-between” for Bella and the local churches.  They 

are the insiders at their churches, helping the pastoral staff to get the church body excited about the mis-

sion and events of Bella.  Church liaisons are the “movers and shakers.”  Church liaisons are the key to 

successful events such as the Walk for Life, the Dessert Gala and the Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign. 

Church liaisons are committed to do the following: 

 Attend at least one training meeting per calendar year at Bella. 

 Make every effort to motivate their pastoral staff and church members to be involved with Bella’s 

annual events. 

 Help publicize Bella’s annual events at their local church.  They will provide their church with infor-

mation such as bulletin inserts, pledge forms (specific to the Walk for Life), bulletin and newsletter 

announcements, and updates as they are made available by Bella. 

Pictured above is Linda 

Schaefer, Bella’s Church   

Liaison for St. Pauls’ Lutheran 

Church in Spearfish. 



The Blessings of Donors By Kristen Harding, Administrative Assistant 

“Not  nearly often enough 

do we tell you how much 

we appreciate your       

faithful support!” 
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With Great Appreciation 

Coming into the Fall season, I would like to take time to say a huge THANK YOU to the dozens of indi-

viduals, families, businesses, and churches who support Bella on a monthly basis. Not nearly often 

enough do we tell you how much we appreciate your faithful support! In the last three years, not 

only has Bella’s number of monthly supporters grown considerably, but also growing is the commit-

ment and consistency of those donors. Even many of you who began with a twelve month pledge 

have stayed on as permanent monthly donors, and it makes a world of difference. 

Knowing that we can count on so many supporters each month gives Bella greater financial freedom 

and stability. It allows the staff to attend less to logistics and more to client relationships. So please 

accept our deepest thanks and know that we appreciate not only your financial support, but the 

heart behind it as well! 

If you’ve always wanted to work in a Christian atmosphere, this may be your opportuni-

ty! The Bella Pregnancy Resource Center is seeking a person of high integrity to fill the 

position of Administrative Assistant.  Qualifications include experience in bookkeeping 

(preferably with Quick Books), proficient computer skills, accurate typing skills, and gen-

eral clerical knowledge.  Experience with graphic design is a plus.  If you are sold out for 

Jesus, well-organized and have a compassionate heart for those in unplanned pregnan-

cies, you may be the person Bella is looking for.  This part-time position is available im-

mediately.  Pay DOE. Please submit resumes with a letter of Christian testimony to rox-

ie.johnson@bellapartners.org or PO Box 755, Spearfish, SD.  57783.  

Help Wanted 

October Baby 

Bella is excited to host the movie October  Baby! October Baby is a 2011 American Christian dra-

matic film directed by Andrew and Jon Erwin and starring Rachel Hendrix in her film debut. It is 

the story of a young woman named Hannah, who learns that she was almost aborted as a fetus. 

She then embarks upon a road trip to understand the circumstances of her birth.   

The film was inspired by a YouTube video chronicling the experiences of Gianna Jessen.  At a 

preview of the film at the Heritage Foundation, director Jon Erwin stated that prior to making 

the film he "never knew there was such a thing as an abortion survivor." He decided to make the 

film after Christian filmmaker Alex Kendrick challenged him: "What is your purpose?"  

The movie will be shown at Calvary Temple Assembly of God Church in Spearfish on October 21 

at 6:00 PM.  Everyone is welcome to come!  Tickets will not be required and admission is free, 

but donations are always welcome.  If you haven’t seen this movie, mark your calendars and plan 

to join us!  If you have already seen the movie, come anyway, and bring your family and friends!!   

Join us for the movie at 

Calvary Temple Assembly 

of God Church on               

October 21, 6:30 PM.  

View the trailer at         

octoberbabymovie.net. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gianna_Jessen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heritage_Foundation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Kendrick
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If you would like your name 

removed from our newsletter 

list, please call  Bella at       

605-642-4140 or email us      

at info@bellapartners.org  

Don’t miss 

Bella’s 11th Annual 

Banquet and 

Dessert Gala 

November 8, 2012 

Holiday Inn Convention Center 

 October 21:  The movie, “October Baby” will be shown by Bella at Calvary     

Temple Assembly of God Church in Spearfish 

 November 6:  Election Day! Bella urges you to register and vote your values! 

 November 8:  Dessert Gala featuring Herb Lusk, Holiday Inn Convention         

Center  (Table and ticket information inside this newsletter.  For more information        

on Pastor Lusk: http://herblusk.com/pastor-herb-lusk-philadelphia-pa.html .) 

 December 7:  David Meece Concert, Spearfish High School Auditorium 

 For information on David Meece: http://www.davidmeece.com/bio.html  

 January 20, 2013:  Sanctity of Human Life Sunday and Bella’s 4th annual           

Baby-Bottle Boomerang Campaign 

 May 12, 2013:  21st Annual Mother’s Day Walk for Life 

Please visit Bella’s donor website for updated information:  www.bellapartners.org 

Please mark you calendars for these upcoming events! 

http://herblusk.com/pastor-herb-lusk-philadelphia-pa.html
http://www.davidmeece.com/bio.html

