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       REMEMBERING JESUS AT EASTER

Leader: Jesus lives! He lives in the hearts
and minds of all who love him.
All: This is the way we will remember
him!
Leader: On the day called Easter, we
celebrate the indestructible love and
wisdom that Jesus showed to the world.
All: We will gladly follow in his Way!
Leader: We will remember Jesus as we
live our lives.
All: We will remember him as we forgive,
and not hold on to hurts.
Leader: We will remember Jesus as we
live our lives.
All: We will remember him as we give
until it makes a difference.
Leader: We will remember Jesus as we
live our lives.
All: We will remember him as we resist
war and all forms of violence.
Leader: We will remember Jesus as we
live our lives.
All: We will remember him as we feed
the hungry, shelter the homeless
and befriend the lonely.

Leader: We will remember Jesus as we
live our lives.
All: We will remember his faith in a God
who loves, forgives and restores our
hope.
Leader: We will remember Jesus as we
live our lives.
All: We will remember his guidelines for
life and for loving.

From 2012 Easter Liturgy

2012 Easter Liturgy available
The text of the Easter Liturgy “Living the
Easter Peace. A liturgy for the Emerging
Church“ is available as a pdf file for free
downloading from the PCNV website:
http://www.pcnvictoria.org.au/

It is a valuable resource for personal
reflection and meditation and for those
planning Easter liturgies.

See the following page for further
descriptions of available resources from
previous PCNV events..

Being Christian in the emerging church
Easter celebrations and conversations confront people involved in at least some churches
with radically divergent understandings of what Easter is about. The beginning of the PCNV
Easter Liturgy in which 100 people participated on 25 March, focussed some key differences:
“We remember the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth, the man for others. We remember
that the crucifixion was the means of his death, not the purpose of his life.” There is a long
way to go to make widely known the life affirming perspectives of progressive Christianity.

Looking more widely at our society, attacks on religion, particularly fundamentalist and
conservative religion, are coming from increasingly diverse sources. And when few in our
society have much knowledge of religion, such attacks are sometimes taken to apply to all
religion. The PCNV meeting on 22 April tackles a subject about which we need deeper
understanding. Rev Dr Nigel Leaves will speak on “Religion Under Attack”. His recent book
with the same title is a well researched discussion of the nature of current attacks on religion
and the reasons they have increased. Details of the PCNV meeting are on the final page of
this newsletter. It should be an informative and stimulating meeting.
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COMING PCNV PROGRAMS
The PCNV Committee has planned a varied
and stimulating program for 2012. Members
will be notified of any unexpected changes to
speakers and topics – always a possibility
when planning well ahead.

SUNDAY APRIL 22: 3.00pm to 5.00pm
“Religion Under Attack in Australia”
Rev Dr Canon Nigel Leaves
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church

SUNDAY MAY 27: 3.00pm to 5.00pm
“Christianity through the lens of myth and
metaphor”
Dr David Tacey
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church

SATURDAY JUNE 9: 10.30 - 2.30
Seminar for leaders of Progressive Groups
Venue to be announced

SUNDAY JUNE 24: 3.00pm to 5.00pm
“The role of the Bible for Christians and
churches – facing the practical questions”
Professor Bill Loader
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church

SUNDAY JULY 22: 3.00pm to 5.00pm
“What do we mean by G-O-D?”
Panel of four to be announced
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church 

SUNDAY AUGUST 26: 3.00pm to 5.00pm
“ Contemporary Islam in Australia”
Tasneem Chopra
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church

SEPTEMBER 4-7
Professor John Dominic Crossan,
9 lectures and a public meeting
Venue: Pitt Street Uniting Church, Sydney
Brochure available.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22
9.30am to 4.00pm
”What progressive faith communities can
look like in practice”
Eric Elnes
Venue: Kingswood College Senior School
Centre, Station Street, Box Hill
Brochure available

SUNDAY OCTOBER 28: 3.00pm to 5.00pm
“Why Australians don’t go to church.
Implications for progressive Christians”
David Merritt
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 18
“The contribution of radical Christians to a
more socially just Australia”.
Professor John Langmore
Venue: Glen Iris Uniting Church

TEXT AND AUDIO DOWNLOADS
Many of PCNV’s stimulating collection of
presentations are available after each event in
podcast and text format. Text documents are
in Adobe reader format and are free to
download. All you need is Adobe’s Reader
software installed on your computer in order to
download and access them.  Podcasts are
available from events are available at a small
fee from the PCNV Audio Download store. The
cost is related to length and quality of the
audio. The fee is payable by a secure credit
card transaction. To access text and podcasts
from presentations go to the PCNV home
page at www.pcnvictoria.org.au and then scroll
down to and click on the green icon marked
“Texts and Podcasts from Previous PCNV
Events.” You will then see entries for each
past event with podcasts and/or text available.
Recent items include:

o  Text of the 2012 Easter liturgy – free
text download

o  Podcast of Michael Morwood’s recent
address “Praying a New Story: How a
New Christian World View can be
Expressed to both Adults and Children”:
$5

o Text and Podcasts of John Smith’s and
Chris Page’s addresses for  “Jesus in
the First Century; Jesus in the Twenty-
First Century”: $3 each for podcasts,
free for text

o  Text and podcast of Lorraine
Parkinson’s address at the same event
is coming in May.

o  Podcasts from presentations by
Margaret Mayman and Greg Jenks at
the Learning Festival from late last year
– at $3 and $4 each.
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Expressing a new Christian worldview
On 7 March, Michael Morwood addressed a PCNV meeting on  "Praying a New Story - How a
new Christian worldview can be expressed for both adults and children". PCNV member Christina
Hart provided this report of the meeting.

Michael Morwood has spoken at PCNV meetings on several occasions, so this meeting was
eagerly anticipated and very well attended.  Personally, I hear in Michael’s voice more than new
ideas: indeed, I don’t think much of what Michael said at this meeting would have been new to
PCNV members and fellow travellers.  What came through more strongly to me was his passion,
humility, and underlying pastoral concern.

Michael spoke of the importance of imagination, one of the qualities that makes us human.  In
company with other theologians profoundly influenced by what the Hubble telescope has revealed
to us, he considers that we live in a different imaginary world to that which gave rise to the Bible
and Creed.  The Bible and Creed are not so much obsolete, as simply no longer an adequate or
sufficient foundation for our understanding of God, or of what it means to be human.  The
scientific story of what it is to be human tells us we are made of star dust: every atom in our body
has been on a cosmic journey for 4.5 billion years since our solar system formed,  Perhaps we are
the universe expressing itself in human form, the means by which the universe becomes
‘conscious’, able to think about itself - whether or not ‘life’ exists elsewhere.  What shall we, might
we, do with this story?  Surely it evokes a sense of awe at what it means to be human?

In this story we can no longer imagine ‘God’ as a person, a deity, who ‘thinks’, or who ‘cares’
whether we are male or female, heterosexual or homosexual, whether what we do or say is ‘right’
or ‘wrong’.  Instead, words such as ‘God’ and ‘Divine’ point to that which holds everything in
existence; the universe is totally permeated by the divine and its interconnectedness points to how
we best live our God-given nature.  Indigenous peoples and mystics from many cultures have long
understood this truth; ‘revelation’ does not drop down from heaven, but grows out of our
experience.  Jesus stands in the line of those men and women who, throughout history, have
given clearest expression to God, and who have called on the human community to live together
in cooperation.

In this new imagining, we need to think about why we continue to gather around the Jesus story,
and to tell that story differently.  This life is not merely a struggle to get to the place where God is.
There is no God withholding forgiveness, locking us out of Eden, requiring that ‘his’ son die to
‘save’ us - Jesus had no interest in dying for our sins!  (And, as an aside, the story of the Hebrew
bible is not about humanity preparing for Jesus’ coming: it is about God’s call to the Hebrew
people to live in justice and be a light to the nations.)  Jesus is not ontologically different from us:
his nature is human, yet he mirrors to us the divine that is in us all.

Michael summarised the challenge Jesus presented as:
1. Change your imagination!  Don’t be fearful about God; God is not waiting to trick you or

lock you out.
2. Look to your own human experience, and name the divine presence - the kingdom of

God - within you.
3. Be neighbour: establish God’s rule amongst the people.  Live differently from the

Roman Empire, from the priests who have betrayed their own people.  If you don’t get this,
the Romans, the rich and powerful, win!

Jesus taught in parables that turn your thinking upside down.  ‘Christmas’, the coming of the
divine, is found in our stables, in our flights into Egypt.  Good Friday shows us that humans don’t
want to hear the message of the divine.  Jesus’ death asks us: what do we believe in when life
breaks us, when we are disillusioned by failure or disaster?  Jesus died into the ebb and flow of
the divine, but Easter shows us how death, always present, can be transformed.
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Points that Michael made in answer to questions included:
o  There is a dearth of resources for parents, grandparents and teachers to help them tell a

different story to children;
o Evil is a human problem, and we have to deal with it;
o Jesus’ story is not the only story humans have gathered around, but it is the story that we as

Christians have been nurtured in, so it is important to understand its contemporary
relevance - for ourselves at least;

o We are still grappling with what it means to pray, especially how to re-imagine the Eucharistic
prayer.

Michael finished with a very personal story to encourage those of us who are fearful that, if we
change our understanding of God and the significance of Jesus, we will lose something that has
been important and nurturing for us in the past.  At a time when he still imagined the traditional
God of the Catholic Church, Michael had an experience in which he personally encountered God’s
love in a deeply affecting way.  Looking at that experience through the window of the imagination
he has now, he sees it differently.  But the outcome is the same: it remains an experience of
having been blessed.

Michael sent us away to believe that we have a great story to tell: the world needs to hear an
inclusive story about ourselves, about ‘God’.

Recommended books by Michael Morwood – usually available on the bookstall at PCNV meetings
Praying a New Story (2003)
Children Praying a New Story – A Resource for Parents, Grandparents and Teachers (2009)
Faith, Hope and a Bird Called George (2011)

“If we do not actively counterbalance the common notion of God as an elsewhere, overseeing
deity (a notion prevalent in Christian theology, prayer and liturgy) with other alternatives for
thinking about God, it is likely that a child’s understanding of God will become arrested at the
infantile notion of God as the Super Being in heaven who sees and knows all and controls all.
Consequently throughout life, prayer will focus on trying to make contact with an elsewhere God.”

Michael Morwood, Children Praying a New Story,  page 17.

“We pray that all Jesus dreamed for our world may come true.” (Page 149)

BEING GAY, BEING CHRISTIAN
In the March edition of the PCNV newsletter I included a review of the new book by Stuart Edser,
Being Gay, Being Christian. (Exisle Publishing. NSW. 2012. 248 pages. RRP $34.99).   I strongly
recommended it. Wholly by coincidence, the following week I read an absorbing recent novel by
best selling author Jodi Picoult about gay rights. Sing Them Home published in 2011 is a superb
novel that kept me turning the pages as the main character experiences the collapse of her
marriage after she and her husband fail to achieve successful fertility treatment, a career as a
music therapist, a friendship with a woman that gradually becomes a loving relationship, and their
search as a gay couple for rights that are taken for granted by heterosexual couples. Jodi Picoult
is regularly on best seller lists and this novel has been no exception. The story is told vividly and
the characters maintain the reader’s interest throughout.
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An informative and horrifyingly part of the story is the role of the pastor of a Pentecostal church
who maintains that gays and lesbians are condemned by the Bible and are offensive to God.
On her website Jodi Picoult describes her research for the book and the story behind the writing of
Sing You Home. She recognised the issues as pervasive and divisive in American society. She
states: “I wanted to create a lesbian character readers could really get to know. … What does it
mean to be gay? What does it mean to want to raise a family?” “I want to remind people that while
homosexuality is not a choice, homophobia is. Why not opt for tolerance and kindness instead?”

 You can see and hear (on a short audio) more of the author’s background to the story on her
website: http://www.jodipicoult.com/sing-you-home.html#rights

The novel however stands alone as an absorbing story in which the characters are recognisable
in contemporary life.

Jodie Picoult, Sing You Home. Published by Atria Books. 2011. Hard cover. 466 pages. Borrowed
from my local library. Review by David Merritt.

Christianity, politics and justice
In his best selling book, The Heart of Christianity. Marcus Borg, writes:
The claim that the Bible is political and that the God of the Bible is passionate about justice is
surprising, even startling, to many Christians.  …

One reason is the long period of time during which Christianity was the religion of the dominant
culture. It began with the Roman emperor Constantine’s embrace of Christianity in the fourth
century and lasted until recently. During these centuries, the “powers that be” were Christian. So
long as the wedding of Christianity and dominant culture continued, Christians seldom engaged in
radical criticism of the social order. Instead, personal salvation in the hereafter was the primary
message, an emphasis that continues to this day in many parts of the church. (Page 127)

What is the story of Jesus most centrally about? The Kingdom of God. (Page 131)

… the best known Christian prayer names the two central material concerns of peasant life in the
time of Jesus. The coming of God’s Kingdom involves bread and debt forgiveness. (Page 134)

"Sea of Faith, 1984 to 2012:
The future of religion?

Or just futile conversation?"

This public lecture will be presented to the
Melbourne Sea of Faith Network

by Rev Canon Dr Nigel Leaves

at 7.30pm Thursday 19th April 2012
at the Carlton Library Meeting Room,
corner Rathdowne and Newry Streets,
North Carlton.  Melways Map: 2B J2.

All are welcome.   Gold coin donation
appreciated.

SoFiA Network Website –
www.sof-in-australia.org

GAY MARRIAGE
– A PARENT’S VIEW

A Public Conversation with Penny Morison,
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

Sunday May 20 at 4.00 - 5.30 pm
Nunawading Uniting Church,

355 Whitehorse Road
This conversation, introduced by Rev
Dr Paul Tonson, will explore the range

of attitudes towards same gender
relationships and homosexual

behaviours, and examine what are the
issues for and against marriage
equality for same sex couples
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The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria

invites you to

. “Religion Under Attack
in Australia”

by

Rev’d Dr Nigel Leaves

WHEN: Sunday 22 April 2012.
3.00pm to 5.00pm

WHERE: Glen Iris Uniting Church
Glen Iris Rd near the corner with High Street Road Rd,
(Melway Map 60 A9)
Parking in church grounds and nearby streets

THE TOPIC
Today religion is being bombarded from every quarter – by scientists, spiritualists,
agnostics, ex-believers, non-believers and even those who have not bothered with it
in tthe first place. Nigel Leaves considers that many religious people are perilously
unaware of the effects of fundamentalism and dogmatism on recent attitudes to
religion. Based on his 2011 book of the same title (published in 2011 by Polebridge
Press) Nigel Leaves will analyze the current debate about the value of religion and
propose a theological response to the crisis of belief.

  THE SPEAKER
The Reverend Canon Dr Nigel Leaves is Canon of St John's Anglican Cathedral in
Brisbane where he is responsible for adult theological/spiritual education. He is
Academic Associate of Charles Sturt University and on the staff of St Francis
Theological College.

He is concerned that theology should be both honest and appropriate to the cultural
situation in which it is situated. He is fearful that truthful "God-talk" has been
sidelined from ordinary conversation.

Cost is $7 ($5 for members)

“Open minds, open hearts, open hands”


