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1 Introduction 
This document is a brief introduction to the Doncaster Works route and the 
accompanying rolling stock. It also includes a list of the challenging scenarios we’ve 
created for you to test your driving skills. 
 
You can use this Add-On without referring to this guide, but we’re confident that an 
understanding of the factual basis of the content will add to your enjoyment. Of 
course, this guide can be only a brief introduction to the history and characteristics 
of the works and the vehicles. We encourage you to build on this information by 
adding your reminiscences and comments to the official RailSimulator.com Facebook 
page:  
 
www.facebook.com/pages/RailSimulatorcom/258680273090?ref=ts 
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2 Doncaster Locomotive & Carriage Works 

2.1 Background 
 
Although Doncaster has a history stretching back to the era of the Romans, it was 
only in the mid-19th century with the coming of the Great Northern Railway that the 
town under-went massive growth. On common with many of the other 'railway 
towns', such as Swindon, Derby, Crewe, it was the decision to construct a railway 
works in the town that laid the foundation for the dramatic growth of the Victoria 
era. 
 
For more than 125 years the works constructed locomotives for the Great Northern 
and later the London & North Eastern and British Railways. It was from Doncaster 
that the immortal Stirling 'Singles', the Gresley Pacifics, including the world record 
holder No# 4468 Mallard, and the well travelled No# 4472 Flying Scotsman, and, 
more recently, the Class 56s and 58s came. Now but a shadow of its former self, 
Doncaster remains an important work-shop for the maintenance of rolling stock and 
locomotives, even now 15 years after the demise of British Rail. 
 
But Doncaster is not only a major railway workshop town. It remains one of the most 
important junctions on the East Coast main line, with passenger routes radiating off 
towards Leeds, Hull, Sheffield and into Lincolnshire. It is also the centre of the 
Yorkshire coalfield, situated in an area reach with coal and other resources and, even 
in an era of reduced national freight, the Doncaster area sees a considerable amount 
of freight traffic, both originating with the area or passing through to one of the 
major power stations or onwards to the Humber ports. 

2.2 History of the Works 

During 1851, Edmund Dension was successful in persuading the GNR board to 
transfer their main Locomotive Repair Works from Boston to Doncaster. The company 
had already considered several other sites including Peterborough and Retford, but 
favoured Doncaster due to its close proximity to the coalfields , centres of iron-
founding, in addition to good water resources. 
 
In 1853 the Works covered an area of 11 acres, but by its centenary year, it had 
expanded to an extensive 84 acres. Over its almost 160 years of existence, the area 
has witnessed numerous changes. 
 
By 1866, Archibald Sturrock, who had successfully established the GNR works at 
Doncaster, was succeeded as Locomotive Superintendent by Patrick Stirling. With his 
appointment, the GNR adopted a policy of constructing their own locomotives at the 
Works. Earlier, almost anticipating this change of policy, several areas of the works 
had been extended and altered. The Engine Erecting Shop was enlarged and a 
Tender Shop was formed by extending the roof over an alley between the Boiler and 
Erecting Shops. 
 
The continual increase in rail traffic in the latter half of the 19th century, resulting in 
the demand for more locomotives, gradually made the existing Erecting Shop 
inadequate. In an attempt to remedy this, a new Erecting Shop was established in 
1891. 
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After the turn of the century, further major additions were made to the Works with 
the construction of more facilities to the southwest corner, with the introduction of 
Crimpsall Repair Shop and Paint House. Also changing significantly at the time was 
the Carriage and Wagon shops to the northwest of the site. These were extended 
and raised in order to house lifting cranes. 
 
After the nationalization of the four main-line railway companies in 1948, the Works 
adapted to the various policy decisions, made in London and elsewhere, regarding 
locomotive and rolling stock building. Re-organisation of the facilities were made in-
line with British Railways needs, though this did not result in any construction of new 
buildings. 
 
In the early 1960s with the demise of steam traction, several areas of the Works 
were re-organised to handle diesel locomotives. Special low level pits were 
constructed in several Shops. The West and North Carriage shops were converted to 
handle Diesel Multiple Units, and a Glassfibre Shop was established within existing 
facilities. 
 
Throughout the 1970s the Works, under the 1968 Transport Act, obtained work from 
the private sector. This involved several areas of the site, which allowed for 
increased investment in machinery and later introduction of computer controlled 
technology as it became available. 
 
In 2003, the Works celebrated its 150th Anniversary of operation with an open day 
held by the current owners Wabtec and Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council, as 
well as the National Railway Museum from York. Held on the 26th and 27th July 
2003, several of the Works most famous creations returned, including Flying 
Scotsman and the Mallard.  
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3 Rolling Stock 
The following trains are available in this Add-On: 

3.1 Class 03 Diesel Mechanical Shunter 
 
The British Rail Class 03 locomotive is, together with Class 04, one of BR's most 
successful smaller 0-6-0 diesel-mechanical shunters. The class, numbering 230 
examples, was built by British Railways' Swindon and Doncaster works in 1957-1962 
and numbered D2000-D2199 and D2370-D2399 (later 03004 to 03399). D2370 and 
D2371 were used as departmental locomotives and originally numbered 91 and 92 
respectively. 
 
Like other shunters of this size, the Class 03 was built for light duties where a larger 
locomotive was not needed, especially for shunting at locomotive and carriage depots 
and as station pilots. The reduction over time in the demand for shunting 
locomotives meant that they were progressively withdrawn from 1968 onwards, many 
being sold to private industry. However, some remained in service much longer, with 
two examples on the Isle of Wight lasting until 1993 (mainland examples had gone 
by 1987). In 1998, one of the Isle of Wight locos, no. 03 179, was re-instated into 
service by the West Anglia Great Northern Railway Company (WAGN) for service at 
their Hornsey depot. This remains the last operational Class 03 locomotive on the 
network. It is named Clive after a depot employee. It is now owned by First Capital 
Connect, and was recently painted into a variant of FCC's urban lines colours. 
 
Originally the Class 03s were often deployed where their attributes of short 
wheelbase and light weight enabled them to operate where other shunters could not. 
On lines such as that to Ipswich docks, bridge weight restrictions prevented the 
ubiquitous Class 08s from operating. Another common use was as Station Pilot, 
usually coupled to a shunters' truck to ensure operation of track circuits which did 
not always register the passage of the short Class 03. 
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3.2 Conflat Barrier Wagon 

 

3.3 'Derelict' Rolling Stock 

 
The Class 03 is not given an easy time around the Doncaster Works with many 
variants of iconic British Rail Blue locomotives and rolling stock requiring repair, or 
worse, disposal along the scrap line! 
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4 Scenarios 

4.1 Doncaster Works (Free Roam) 

The hub of Doncaster Works is the main locomotive shed. In here, all the 
maintenance and repairs occur for any locomotive visiting the site. Take a look 
around on jump in and drive the trains. 

4.2 Rolling on bearings (Free Roam) 

This is the carriage and wagon works area of the depot, which maintains and repairs 
less vehicles. Shunt the stock or visit the sheds and familiarise yourself. 

4.3 Sort them out (Free Roam) 

Taking up a large portion of Doncaster Works are the fan of sorting roads that 
provide access to the Locomotive Shop. These tracks are used for sorting and 
arranging, moving and stacking various rolling stock that's visiting the site. At any 
time you can find all sorts of vehicles on one road or another. 

4.4 The Cutters Torch (Free Roam) 

Once locomotives and stock reach the end of their lives, they must be disposed of. 
Doncaster features scrapping lines at the very back of the site where locomotives are 
chopped up and recycled. 

4.5 Long Way Round (Standard) 

9am : Its your first day at Doncaster and you're surrounded by a mass of complex 
yards and buildings. To familiarise yourself, the depot team have given you a list of 
locations to find around the site. 
 

• Date   17th March 1980   
• Rating  Easy 
• Duration  40 Minutes 
• Season  Spring 
• Start Location Depot Entrance 
• Train   Class 03 Shunter 

4.6 Wagon Wheels (Standard) 

10am : Collect some newly arrived wagons from the reception and shunt them over 
to the wagon shop so they can have their wheels lathed. 
 

• Date   17th March 1980   
• Rating  Easy 
• Duration  15 Minutes 
• Season  Summer 
• Start Location Fuelling Roads 
• Train   Class 03 Shunter 
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4.7 Shunting Shells (Standard) 
11am : Haul some Mk1 coach shells after they have been stripped of components, 
over to the scrap lines where they can be broken up. 
 

• Date   17th March 1980   
• Rating  Easy 
• Duration  15 Minutes 
• Season  Spring 
• Start Location North Wagon Shop 
• Train   Class 03 Shunter 

4.8 Loco in Motion (Standard) 
12pm : Some locomotives have just finished refurbishment. Take the Class 37 and 
collect the others nearby and shunt them all to be displayed at the other end of the 
yard. 
 

• Date   17th March 1980   
• Rating  Medium 
• Duration  30 Minutes 
• Season  Spring 
• Start Location Locomotive Maintenance Shop 
• Train   Class 37 Locomotive 

4.9 Morning Rust (Standard) 
With the start of the new year, we need to have a clear out of the sorting roads to 
make way for new work coming in. Collect up all the derelict vehicles. 
 

• Date   27th January 1982   
• Rating  Hard 
• Duration  45 Minutes 
• Season  Winter 
• Start Location Sorting Roads 
• Train   Class 03 Shunter 

4.10 In the line of Fire (Career) 
With the introduction of the High Speed Train, the death knell has sounded for the 
Deltic. A number have already arrived at Doncaster. Collect them up and move them 
to the scrapping roads. 
 

• Date   27th January 1982  
• Rating  Hard 
• Duration  35 Minutes 
• Season  Winter 
• Start Location Weigh House 
• Train   Class 03 Shunter 
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4.11 BR Blues (Career) 
Not all railway operations are smooth running. Sometimes locomotives arrive in a 
very poor state. Sort out all the locomotives suffering the blues. 
 

• Date   4th October 1982   
• Rating  Hard 
• Duration  20 Minutes 
• Season  Autumn 
• Start Location Sort Roads 
• Train   Class 03 Shunter 
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5 Using the Class 03 and stock in Custom Scenarios 
 
Before you are able to use the Class 03 in your own scenarios you must enable it in 
the object set filters for that scenario. 
 

When you make your own scenarios, or edit existing 
ones,  only the default object sets are enabled for that 
route (for example the Kuju/RailSimulator assets for 
European routes and Kuju/RailSimulatorUS for North 
American routes).  To enable additional object sets 
(which could be for any downloaded or freeware 
content) ready for use they must be checked in the 
object set filter list in the editors. 
 
When editing the scenario you wish to add the Class 03 
to, ensure you are in the Scenario Editor and click the 
small blue square on the middle left panel. 
 
This opens a new panel on the right hand side of the 
screen (you may need to move your mouse over to the 
right hand side for the panel to fly out.  You can pin it 
open if you wish). 
 
 

 
This new panel has a drop down list off providers 
(usually the company name which produced the add-on) 
and a list off all products by that provider. 
 
The Class 03 and additional derelict rolling stock is 
produced by Railsimulator.com so RSC needs to be 
selected as the provider.  The rest of the panel is then 
populated by all other RSC products you have 
purchased. 
 
To enable the content of the pack for use in this 
scenario, check the box next to “IndustrialNorth”. 
 
Now the Class 03 will be available in the asset browser 
list for placement in the current scenario only. 
 
If you want this stock to appear in the browser list for 
EVERY scenario on a route you must follow the same 
procedure but be in the World Editor and you can now 
check the first box. 
 
The slight disadvantage of having content enabled for all 
scenarios on a route, even when that content may not 
be used, is increased loading times. 


