
c) An Example From The 2000’s 
 

 “If I stand with ______ right now, it may hurt my own career and my ministry, but 
if I condemn what ______ did, I should be able to minimize the damage to my 
own ministry.” 

 

 The political spirit: “How can I use some one else’s failure, to benefit my own 
success?” 

 

d) The Political Spirit In A Local Church 
 

 We criticize each other, and raise suspicions about each other, so that we, and 
our ministry, can gain favour in the church. 

 

3. How To Overcome The Political Spirit 
 

a) Saul’s Death 
 

 2 Samuel 1:17, NLT – (17) Then David composed a funeral song for Saul and Jonathan, 
(18) and he commanded that it be taught to the people of Judah. It is known as the Song 
of the Bow, and it is recorded in The Book of Jashar. (19) “Your pride and joy, O Israel, 
lies dead on the hills! Oh, how the mighty heroes have fallen!” 

 

 2 Samuel 1:20, NLT – (20) Don't announce the news in Gath, don't proclaim it in the 
streets of Ashkelon, or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice and the pagans will 
laugh in triumph.  

 

b) A Commitment To True Loyalty And Honour 
 

 Even when Saul acted like anything but a righteous leader, David still honoured 
him as a righteous leader. 

 

SUMMARY – OVERCOMING THE RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL SPIRITS 
 

WINNING THE BATTLE FOR GRACE 
 

1. Commit to restoring the fallen brother 
 

2. Submit to a spiritual father for the sake of our own personal accountability 
 

3. Embrace a spiritual family where the spirits of religion and politics are greatly 
hindered 

 

4. Refuse to throw out everything God is doing, just because someone has fallen 
 

5. Refuse to give into or operate in a religious spirit or a political spirit 
 

THE BATTLE FOR GRACE 
Part 2 – The Political Spirit 

 
KINGDOM GRACE - REVIEW 
 

 Romans 16:24, NIV – (24) May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you. 
Amen. 

 

1. Three Sides To Grace 
 

a) Grace is the supernatural power of God working on our behalf to make us into 
completely new creations, holy and fully acceptable to God. 

b) Grace is the supernatural power of God enabling us to overcome whatever 
comes against us. 

c) Grace is the supernatural power of God enabling us to always respond in a way 
consistent with the character of God 

 

2. When Sin Comes Into The Church: 
 

a) The Wrongdoer Must Take Responsibility For Their Choices 
b) We Must Respond Correctly To The Wrongdoer 
 

 Galatians 6:1, NLT – (1) Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is 
overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that 
person back onto the right path. 

 

i. God calls us their brothers and sisters, and so we need to treat the 
wrongdoer like a member of our own family. 

ii. Only the godly – those who are not carnal in their thinking – are called to help 
them 

iii. Our response must be for restoration, to help them gently and humbly get 
back onto the right path 

 

3. Two Mindsets Which Are Enemies Of The Grace Of God 
 

 Mark 8:15, NLT – (15) … Jesus warned them, "Watch out! Beware of the yeast of the 
Pharisees and of Herod." 

 

 a) The Yeast Of The Pharisees – The Religious Spirit 
 b) The Yeast of Herod – The Political Spirit 
 

A. THE YEAST OF THE PHARISEES - THE RELIGIOUS SPIRIT 
 

 Under the defective idea that we must punish people who do not live up to our 
doctrinal standards, a religious spirit actually allows people to tolerate hatred and 



anger, under the guise of a passion for holiness, and requires a separation from 
all error, to prove our devotion to the truth. 

 

B. THE YEAST OF HEROD – THE POLITICAL SPIRIT 
 

1. The Political Spirit At Work In The Bible 
 

a) Herod The Great And Jesus 
 

 Matthew 2:1-3, NIV – (1) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem (2) and asked, "Where is the one who 
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship 
him." (3) When King Herod heard this he was disturbed … (7) Herod called the Magi 
secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. (8) He sent them 
to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 
him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him." … (16) When Herod realized 
that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the 
boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with 
the time he had learned from the Magi. 

 

 Because the political spirit was operating in Herod, he chose to please the 
Roman government and keep his position of influence, even though, as a Jew, 
he knew that Jesus could be the Messiah, and even though it meant murdering 
thousands of his own people. 

 

b) Herod (Antipas) The Tetrarch And John The Baptist 
 

 Matthew 14:1-5, NIV – (1) … Herod the tetrarch … (3) had arrested John and bound him 
and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, (4) for John had 
been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." (5) Herod wanted to kill John, but 
he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet. 

 

 Mark 6:19-20, NIV – (19) So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill 
him. But she was not able to, (20) because Herod feared John and protected him, 
knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. 

 

 Matthew 14:6-10, NIV – (6) On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for 
them and pleased Herod so much (7)  that he promised with an oath to give her whatever 
she asked. (8) Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of 
John the Baptist." (9) The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner 
guests, he ordered that her request be granted (10) and had John beheaded in the 
prison. 

 

 Herod was more afraid of offending his upper class dinner guests, than he was of 
killing a prophet of God, and a prophet of his own people. 

 
 

c) Herod (Antipas) The Tetrarch, Pontius Pilate And Jesus 
 

 Luke 23:4-12, NIV – (4) Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find 
no basis for a charge against this man." (5) But they insisted, "He stirs up the people all 
over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here." (6) On 
hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. (7) When he learned that Jesus was 
under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 
(8) When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had 
been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him 
perform some miracle. (9) He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no 
answer. (10) The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, 
vehemently accusing him. (11) Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. 
Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. (12) That day Herod and 
Pilate became friends — before this they had been enemies.  

 

 Even though Herod knew Jesus was innocent, and that he was a miracle worker, 
he was willing to betray him, in order to gain favour with Pilate. 

 

d) Herod (Agrippa) The Tetrarch And Peter 
 

 Acts 12:1-4, NIV – (1) It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who 
belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. (2) He had James, the brother of 
John, put to death with the sword. (3) When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. (4) 
After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads 
of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 

 

 Herod had James put to death, and Peter arrested, because it gave him political 
favour with the Jews. 

 

2. The Political Spirit At Work In The Modern Church 
 

a) A Summary Of The Political Spirit 
 

 Acts 4:27, NIV – (27) Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and 
the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed. 

 

b) An Example From The 1980’s 
 

 We willingly expose the sins of our fallen brothers, and even parade their sins 
before secular society, for personal gain and public favour 

 


