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Jesus does not direct us to go and do something for him; 

He invites us to come and do something with him. 

 

Success vs. Significance 
We might have "success" as the world defines it if we do things that have 
worldly acclaim—income, status, promotions, opportunities—but we’ll only 
achieve "significance" if what we do in this life has influence for eternity.  
The Bible gives us a blueprint for how to live a significant life like that.    

  
The Book of Acts:  An intro 

“In my former book [the Gospel of Luke], Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus began to do and to teach…”  Acts 1:1 

 

 Here’s the clear implication: If Luke’s gospel is a record of all that 
“Jesus began to do and teach,” then the book of Acts is where we 
discover “all that Jesus is continuing to do and teach.” 

 The activity of Jesus today is one aspect that sets Christianity apart.  
In every other religion, the founder’s ministry is completed during 
his lifetime.  Luke, on the other hand, says that Jesus’ ministry on 
earth is just the beginning.  When he ascends on the clouds to 
heaven, he continues his ministry through the apostles, and really, 
through every follower since that time.  Even today.   

 

The Power Source 
In the 40 days after his come-back-from-death experience, Jesus “gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive” (Acts 1:3).  Then, in agreement 
with the Heavenly Father, Jesus makes one of the most remarkable and 
important promises in the entire Bible, a promise still in effect today: 

“…wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me 
speak about…You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you.”  Acts 1:4,8 

The same God who created the stars and planets and rivers…lives in us. 
The same God who parted the Red Sea and raised the dead…lives in us. 
He comes to live in all of us who accept Christ by faith and follow him. 

What Jesus wants to do through us 
Jesus says, When my Spirit comes to live in you, something will happen.   

“You will be my witnesses.”  Acts 1:8 
 

We are his witnesses—a word that occurs 39x in the book of Acts alone. 

 To be a witness means you have 1st-hand experience.  Like in 
court, being a witness means you’ve seen and heard for yourself. 

 To be a witness means you communicate with others.  You’re not 
silent.  We show the love of Christ by the way we speak…and live. 

 This is inclusive:  Jesus’ words apply to all of us who trust in Him.  
And we do it together—this is a team mission, not a solo mission. 

 

Where Jesus wants to do it 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 
 

 
 Jerusalem (Acts 1-7):  geographically close and culturally close.  

My neighborhood, workplace, school, fitness center, club, etc.   

 Judea (Acts 8-11):  geographically further and culturally 
near…people like me in the broader region of where I live. 

 Samaria (Acts 8-11):  geographically further and culturally different.  
People of a different ethnicity, immigrants, refugees, etc.  

 Ends of the earth (Acts 12-28):  geographically far, culturally 
different.  For example, a person in Indonesia who speaks Bahasa. 

 
Making it personal: 
1.  What if I saw my primary identity the way Jesus defines it? 

My vocation:  I am Jesus’ witness…until He comes again. 
My location:  Across the street, across my city, & across the world.  
  

2.  How does it grow my confidence to know I’m doing this with Jesus?  
 

3.  I will join the 90-day Bible reading journey, signing up on the Bible app.   
 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 
You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 


