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Transport information: 
This little factsheet covers all things related to transport in Seattle, including getting from the 

airport and also travelling in and around the city.  It has been put together with the information 

available at the time or writing, but it always best to confirm before travelling. 

 

 
Arriving by Plane: 

Sea-Tac International Airport is situated 15 miles 

(24km) south of downtown Seattle.  There are a 

number of transport options available and these are 

covered here: 

Taxis: 

Taxis pick up passengers on the third floor of the 

parking garage, across from the Main Terminal. 
Fares are around $25-$30 to Downtown. Nine rental 
companies have information counters on the 
baggage-claim level. and five offer car pickup and 
drop-off on the first floor of the airport garage 
across from the Main Terminal. 

Shuttle Express: 

Shuttle Express (Tel: 425/981-7000) runs a 24-
hour, door-to-door service between the airport and 
various locations; cost is about $35 for first two 

people and $5 for each additional person. 

http://shuttleexpress.com/seatac-airport/default 

Metro/Monorail: 

A light rail system operates from the north end of 
the airport terminal and take you straight to 
Westlake shopping centre where you can change for 
the monorail straight to the Science Fiction Museum, 
a five minute walk away from the Travelodge.  The 
fare for the metro is $2.50 with the monorail costing 
$2. 

http://www.soundtransit.org/ 

http://www.seattlemonorail.com/information.php 

 

Arriving by Bus: 

Greyhound (Tel: 800/231-2222) buses arrive and leave 
from Seattle's Greyhound Terminal Downtown at 811 
Stewart Street.  http://www.greyhound.com/ 

 

Taxis: 

Taxis are expensive-get one at your hotel or call for a 
radio-dispatched cab.  The flag-drop charge is $2.50 and 
it's $2 for each additional mile.  Many Seattle taxis are 
not authorized to pick up passengers hailing them from 
the street, so it's best to call ahead.  Cab services can 

become incredibly busy on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. Call up to one hour in advance.  Two of the 
largest and most reputable companies have 
sophisticated dispatch systems that can have a car at 
your location within 10 minutes.  These are: 

• Yellow Cab (Tel: 206/622-6500) 

http://www.yellowtaxi.net/ 

• Orange Cab (Tel: 206/522-8800)  
http://www.orangecab.net/ 
 

Arriving by Train: 

Amtrak trains (Tel: 800/872-7245) arrive at King Street 
Station at 3rd and Jackson, between Pioneer Square and 
the International District. http://www.amtrak.com/ 

 

 

Streetcar/Tram 

A streetcar service currently operates from Westlake 

Shopping Mall to Lake Union and looks set to expand.  

Fares are $2:50, like all public transport in Seattle! 

http://www.seattlestreetcar.org/ 

Public Transport Maps (click map to open): 

              

Public Transport: 

All the main public transport in Seattle comes under 
the heading of 'King County Metro Transit'.  This 
covers the light rail, street car, trolley buses and 
buses.  It is an extremely comprehensive network 
and service.  Most routes operate every 15 minutes, 
which means there is really no need to remember 

the timetable as another one will be along shortly. 

There is a flat fare of either $2.25 or $2:50, 
depending on peak times, within the Seattle area 
and exact fare is required as change is not given.  
When you see the size of the zone you will see how 

much value for money is it!  Explore the links below 
to find out more: 

http://metro.kingcounty.gov/ 

http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bus/bus.html 

Arriving by Car: 

If you arrive by car you will enter the city via Interstate-
5. Downtown exits are Union Street (for City Center) and 
James Street (for Pioneer Square). If arriving via 

Interstate-90 from the east you will cross the Lake 
Washington floating bridge; from there follow signs to 
Interstate-5 north for Downtown exits.  
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