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“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will 
suffer harm.” Proverbs 13:20 

 

We hold many misconceptions about friendship.  Some people believe that 
intimacy can only be achieved in sexual relationships.  In this case, the 
notion of an “intimate friendship” may only cause people to laugh.  True 
friendship becomes a “second best” option.  On Facebook we can have a 
large group of “friends”, some of whom we barely know and others we 
actually dislike.  Technology that has promised more connection has 
actually led to more isolation and less intimacy. 
 

“The book of Proverbs might almost be called a treatise on friendship – 
there is no book, even in classical literature, which so exalts the idea of 
friendship and is so anxious to have it truly valued and carefully kept.” – 
Hugh Black, Friendship, 25 

 

The direction of my life is connected with those I consider 
true friends. 
“Friendship can be a school of virtue but also a school of vice.  It is 
ambivalent. It makes good men better and bad men worse.” – C.S. Lewis 
The Four Loves 

 

“Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one 
easily angered, or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.” 
Proverbs 22:24-25, Cf. 1 Corinthians 15:33 “Bad company corrupts good character.” 

 

Unlike family, friendships are voluntary.  What considerations do we use 
when we develop friendships?  Does the world set the framework for what 
makes a good friend?  Or does God’s Word show me how to choose 
friends?  Do our friends fear God?  “A righteous man is cautious in 
friendship.” Proverbs 12:26a 

 

This does NOT mean that we should avoid non-Christians.  It only means 
that I ought to influence them towards Christ more than they influence me 
away from Him. 
 

Friendship involves honest communication. 
“Better is open rebuke than hidden love.  Wounds from a friend can be 
trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.” – Proverbs 27:5-6 

 

“A true friend stabs you in the front.” – Oscar Wilde 

 

We want our friends to be totally divested of political motivations.  What we 
so desperately need is a loving critic.  Is there someone who I allow to 
speak freely into my life? 

 

“A gossip separates close friends.” Proverbs 16:28, Cf. 17:9 

 

How do I receive criticism?  Graceful processing of harsh criticisms is a sign 
of maturity. 
 

Friendship prioritizes perseverance. 
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born in adversity.” Proverbs 17:17 

 

“Do not forsake your friend or the friend of your father.” Proverbs 27:10 

 

Friendship is tested when bad things happen.  Part of what it means to be a 
good friend is to walk with someone through various seasons of life.  It is in 
times of great trial that friendships prove their worth.    
 

Implications:  
Jesus Christ is both the perfect friend and the perfect model of friendship.  
He says “greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.”  Jesus “no longer calls us servants…but friends.” John 15:13-15 

 

No matter how lonely we feel, Jesus is always with those who call upon His 
name. He is the “friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24 

 

What kind of friend am I?  Do we model Jesus’ sacrifice and honesty?  Do I 
demonstrate His sense of security and confidence in God’s plan? 

 

“The way to have good friends is to be a good friend.” – Vaughan Roberts, 
True Friendship, 40 


