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Star of the Month 
 

 

This Star of the Month is a pristine example of case 2782 produced in 1954.  What makes this piece 
especially attractive is the condition of the dial, a beautiful two-toned domed design with silvered outer 
ring containing arrow-head markers and minute index and enclosing a painted guilloche sphere.  

The original faceted dauphine hands are immaculate; the lightly polished case retains its sharpness on 
both lugs and bezel; a genuine 18 karat decagonal crown sits on the stem, and the factory supplied 
etched Omega crystal makes this Constellation a true collectors’ piece.   

The watch is now owned by JaapR of the Netherlands and the pictures were taken by Murat Sel with a 
Ricoh Caplio R10 on a table tripod at half a second shutter speed. 
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The movement, a calibre 354, shows no rust on the steel parts or case clamps. The rotor contains the 
appropriate chronometer markings and the screws are sharp and unburred, indicating little, if any, 
intervention by watchmakers over the years. It is highly likely that this movement is factory original as 
its condition hints of little time on the wrist and probable storage over a considerable period – all the 
better for collectors of museum quality watches! 

The copper/beryllium electroplating on the plate, bridges and rotor show incredible consistency for a 
movement of this vintage. The lack of tarnishing suggests that the crown and case back seals have 
done a sterling job in protecting the movement from moisture incursion.   
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Case 2782 with a press-in case back was the “waterproof” version of case 2648 and was the first 
Constellation to feature the “O” ring gasket, as shown below. The case design is identical to the 2648, 
2652, 2699, 2700 and 2799 models.   

 

 

In the 18 karat gold models, the same case back was used for the deluxe version 2799 (with solid gold 
dial) and this is why both case back numbers appear on the above case back. This was a common 
practice at Omega at the time and it made sense in terms of inventory control where case backs of 
different models were fitted to a ‘generic’ or series case body. 

Examples of the quality and originality of this Star of the Month piece surface infrequently, and if you’re 
in the right place at the right time to happen upon such a watch, know that you’ve arrived at a 
significant collecting moment!   


