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1) Ambassador Hank Cooper June 21, 2016—Weapons of Mass 
Distraction: 
  
It is long past time that Americans end this delusional and dangerous 
perspective. If there can be any worthy outcome from the obvious 
jihadist attack in Orlando, it could be looked back on as a “Black Swan” 
event that we should have seen coming, made most clear the dangers 
our policies have been courting, and, like “Pearl Harbor,” awakens us to 
understand our enemy and defeat it. 
  
Click here for my December 11, 2013 discussion of Black Swan events.  
My purpose then was to point out the signs of a near-term existential 
electromagnetic pulse (EMP) threat, which has only grown, by the way.  
The Orlando jihadist attack is another warning that could be an omen of 
much more devastating homeland attacks to come — still including the 
possibility of an EMP attack.. 
  
We’re Winning—Really? President Obama in the wake of Orlando 
barely got out of his mouth his most recent claim that we are winning 
the war on the ISIS before CIA Director John Brennan testified before 
the Senate Intelligence Committee that it is as threatening as ever and, 
in fact, is expanding globally—click here. 
  
Among other things, Brennan aptly observed that “The resources 
needed for terrorism are very modest, and the group would have to 
suffer even heavier losses of territory, manpower and money for its 
terrorist capacity to decline significantly. . . . In fact, as the pressure 
mounts on ISIL, we judge that it will intensify its global terror campaign 
to maintain its dominance of the global terrorism agenda.” He also 
warned that ISIS “is training and attempting to deploy operatives for 
further attacks.” 
  
2) Attack on the Electrical Grid Could Collapse the Economy: 
  
It was like something from a Hollywood movie, but it was real. At about 
3:30 p.m. on Dec. 23, a computer in an electricity distribution center in 
western Ukraine seemed to take on a life of its own. While a helpless 
worker watched, the cursor on the screen moved by itself and clicked on 
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a box that opened a series of circuit breakers — a move that would take 
the entire power station offline.   

[ Inside the Pentagon's Plan to Defend the Power Grid ]   

 When a dialogue box appeared asking for confirmation of the 
command, the ghostly cursor moved again and completed the action. 
Reaching frantically for the mouse, the worker tried to abort what was 
happening, but the computer was being controlled from elsewhere. In 
all, about 30 substations were taken out of commission and 225,000 
customers were suddenly cut off from the power supply. It marked what 
is believed to be the world’s first successful cyber-attack on a nation’s 
power grid. 

  
What happened is ominous because it reminded us that we should not 
believe ourselves immune to such an attack, even in the United States. 
A cyberattack on the power grid could leave millions of residents and 
key physical locations without power for an extended period of time. It is 
a discouraging fact that unlike every other hazard we are likely to face, 
from hurricanes to earthquakes and chemical attacks to space weather, 
there is no specific planning scenario to help state and local 
governments prepare for an extensive blackout. 

  

3) We will continue to send out EMP Task Force Summaries each week 
and now we have a repository for these summaries along with links to 
information on protecting the electric grid which can be found on the 
INRA website under the EMP tab: 
  
http://www.inrasuperpac.com/task-force-summaries.html 
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