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Welcome

Since our first issue of Transform and Thrive, 
we have seen an exciting and encouraging 
uptick in conversation and contributions 
towards the positive momentum that is 
building toward real change in libraries today. 

Librarians, educators and administrators who 
are new friends to Mackin, or our trusted and 
seasoned advocates, all continue to share 
experiences as well as tools and tips to help 
make the idea of change and evolution within 
the library, something tangible.

Thanks to all the loyal and enthusiastic contributors, the concept of transformation 
within the library community is alive and well.

Randal and Kitty Heise
Co-owners, Mackin
Founders, MackinTYSL

We are excited to present you with our 
second volume. Like its predecessor, it too 
is filled with valuable information from a 
collection of knowledgeable educators. 
Agents of Change that are contributing to 
the positive outcome of this movement to 
make your library ready for the future.

Settle in, enjoy, and start your own journey 
towards how your educational space can 
embrace the spirit of transformation, and 
thrive.
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In the fall of 2013, our district was in the 
process of getting a huge bond proposal 
to go before the voters in May of 2014. 
Many things were on that list of district 
needs, including 5 new elementary 
schools to replace dilapidated 
campuses; major CTE improvements; 
additional classrooms, gyms, and 

walkways; as well as safety and security 
improvements and maintenance 
repairs. One thing that was being highly 
debated was refurbishment of libraries. 

One board member contended that 
focusing money on libraries was a 
waste: “Weren’t books on the way out? 

Aren’t we going 1:1 with Chromebooks? 
Why do we need libraries to be 
redesigned? Who will use them?” 

I was asked to present at the board 
meeting. My goal was to convince the 
board as a whole that we needed these 
renovations, that books were here to 

From Boardroom to Blueprints

Michelle Griffith
Lead Library Media Specialist

Persistence Is Key: 
Advocate Victories 

At The State & 
District Level

4
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stay, and that our students deserve 
a safe, inviting space to not only 
consume, but create and share their 
voices and passions. 

To say that I was nervous is a gross 
understatement. I knew that much was 
riding on this presentation. When I got 
there, I was informed that I would have 
just three minutes, I wasn’t on the agenda 
and was presenting as a concerned 
citizen, not a district employee. No 
pressure! 

I went over my three minutes and almost 
cried at the end, but I was told later, “It was 
your obvious passion for our students 
and libraries that completely changed 
my mind!” As a result, $250,000.00 

per library was included in the bond 
proposal for the community. Not only 
had we won over the board, but we 
had created a new culture of library 
supporters. The one lone holdout has 
become the biggest supporter of all 
things library.

The librarians in the district cheered, 
but our fight wasn’t over. Once the dust 
settled, it was suggested that the only 
thing we were getting was new furniture. 
All the dreaming, needs assessments, 
and planning was going to come to 
naught. They were just going to replace 
the old wooden furniture. The issues of 
electricity—four outlets, one on each 
wall—was surely good enough. Huge 
circulations desks that we wanted 

removed would remain. The wasted 
spaces of old kivas, or caves, which no 
one can go in due to no aides and lack 
of supervision, were not going to be 
opened up. No shelving upgrades, no 
makerspace additions—the list went on 
and on. 

The project manager at the time agreed 
to come to one of our library meetings so 
we could voice our concerns. After about 
10 minutes at the meeting, we could 
tell this was a “dog that wasn’t going 
to hunt!” We went away determined to 
be patient. What was slated to start in 
summer of 2014 didn’t get started until 
the fall of 2017. Sometimes patience is a 
virtue! 



6

What started in the spring of 2014 with 
the passing of the 2014 Bond will come 
to fruition for five campuses in the 
summer of 2018. The libraries at these 

schools will be refurbished to become 
21st century libraries to better serve our 
Future Ready students. 

After much discussion and give and 
take on both sides, removal of outdated 
circulation desks, unneeded shelving, 
and walls in some libraries will allow 
for better flow and more collaborative 
spaces. Study carrels and long computer 
desks are being removed. Flooring will 
be replaced with new innovative designs 
to showcase these new spaces. 

Each new library is being fitted with a 
WIFI-enabled InFocus JTouch, 75-inch 
flat panel display, with a full-featured 
interactive whiteboard, multi-touch HD 
display, and internet-ready software. 
This change will enable students and 
staff to wirelessly cast their devices 
to share their learning and serve as 
an interactive teaching tool for the 
librarians and teachers. In an effort 
to help teachers support STREAM in 
the classrooms, makerspace areas are 
being added to each library. Movable 
cabinets to store supplies and different 
collaborative tables and chairs will help 
to define these areas. In these areas, 
students are being empowered to craft 
their own learning and create rather than 
consume. Professional development 
and curriculum connection will also 
take place this summer to help librarians 
embrace the maker movement and sell 
it to their campus administration and 
teachers.

The old, outdated, heavy furniture 
will be replaced with new, innovative, 
collaborative furniture. Tables and chairs 
will be on casters to allow for ease of 

grouping, flexible spaces, and updated 
look and colors. Soft seating will be 
added at each campus to encourage 
students and staff to come in, gather, 
and learn. 

More than one class will be able to and 
are encouraged to utilize the new spaces 
with their multiple areas and different 
purposes. These new spaces will help 
to empower students to become active, 

Our students deserve a safe, inviting 
space to not only consume, but create 
and share their voices and passions.

creative participants in their own 
learning. 

Believe it or not, the print book is not 
going away. In fact, we now have a larger 
district budget to help bring our schools’ 
aged collections into the 21st century. 
Phase 2 of the bond purchases may 
also include additional print and digital 
collections for each campus, as well as 
new shelving and signage.

The librarians in my district will continue 
to make our libraries better spaces for 
all our learning communities. We will be 
patient when needed and vocal when 
appropriate. In the end, it is our jobs 
to work together to make sure that our 
students are Future Ready and that our 
libraries serve as the heart of our schools 
and communities.
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How to Transform Your School 
Library With the Stroke of a 
Pen (and Years of Advocacy)

Craig Seasholes
Librarian, Seattle Public Schools, WA

Transforming a school library takes a 
variety of efforts. Sometimes a small 
tweak can serve as a catalyst to change. 
Sometimes it’s a major overhaul. And 
sometimes it’s the result of a long effort 
by many people. Here’s a story from 
Washington (State) Library Association 
president and MackinTYSL advocate 
Craig Seasholes.

What could you do with an annual 
allocation of $20/student for library 
materials?

In Washington, we’re about to find out.

Recent legislation in Washington State 
included this in the Education Funding Bill 
SB 6362. This is a keystone achievement in 
our state association’s efforts to transform 
school libraries.

Starting September 2018, school districts 
will receive $20/student FTE for library 
materials ... and will have to report back 
showing that the allocation was indeed 
spent as the legislature intends and 
makes explicitly clear.

This is a big win, but one that took years 
of Washington Library Association (WLA) 
advocacy. 

Here’s a timeline:

2007 “Spokane Moms” grassroots 
advocacy to save librarian positions in 
Spokane, WA schools generates state-
wide momentum to fund school library 
programs.
 
2009  Lobbied for legislation to include a 
full-time librarian in every “prototypical 
school” as defined in House Bill 2261. 

2010 School library leaders convene 
to create Library and Information 
Technology Program Framework.
 
2011   Senate Bill 5392 added 
information tech literacy and digital 
citizenship into basic education goals, 
with librarians playing a role in training 
and implementation. Working with 
librarians, the state Ed Tech Standards 
were revised and released May 2018.

2015 Inclusion of role of teacher 
librarians in revised code of Washington 
RCW 28A.320.240 CW

Advocacy for school library inclusion in 
ESSA Implementation plans

2017 ESSB 5449 updates to policies 
surrounding instruction of digital 
citizenship, media literacy, and 
Internet safety ... including highlighting 
the importance of a School Library 
Information Technology program as a 
key factor in this instruction.

2017 Retained specific requirements for 
library training program for professional 
certification of teacher-librarians in 
Professional Education Standards Board.

All groundwork and pieces of the 
success led to 6362 with its explicit 
allocation of funding for school library 

http://www.wla.org/school-lit-framework
http://www.wla.org/school-lit-framework
http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/StateTech/
http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/StateTech/
http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/Standards/default.aspx
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.240
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.240
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materials, crafted from the $20/student 
recommended by AASL Best Practices.

Oh, but it’s also true that we’re not done!

The ink had barely dried on SB 6362 
when questions of implementation 
and reporting began to surface. Fund 
allocations start in September 2018, 
and reporting at the end of the school 
year. District finance offices had already 
developed budgets for the coming 
school year. How exactly will districts 
incorporate these allocation guidelines 
and deliver on legislative intent and OSPI 

reporting requirements?
Just last week, when asking for 
clarification, WLA received this from  
OSPI the Office of the Secretary of Public 
Instruction, our state education office:

“When apportionment reports 
are generated in September 2018 
the MSOC allocation will show a 
separate allocation for library 
materials as reflected in SB 
6362. We did not isolate library 
materials in the F-203 revenue 
estimate system for two reasons. 
First, the change did not impact 
the total dollars school districts 
receive. Second, we were under 
a time crunch to get the system 
out to school districts, and did 
not want to delay the release of 
the system for something that 
did not impact total dollars 
due to the district based on 

their assumptions. OSPI will 
be recognizing the change as 
required in SB 6362.” (personal 
WLA email from OSPI staff)

Transforming libraries involves never-
ending constructive engagement with 
library allies and stakeholders. At the 
Washington Library Association, we’re 
busy getting the word out to principals, 
curriculum area specialists, PTAs,  school 
board directors and others who we 
believe will can help sustain pressure 
to ensure that districts respond to 
legislative intent and this changed 
funding allocation.

Now is the time to see what these 
funds can provide to help school and 
district goals to support curriculum and 
student learning. Keep your eyes out for 
transformation stories yet to come!

8
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Jane Prestebak, Library Program 
Director for Robbinsdale Area Schools in 
Minnesota, suggests that, when looking 
to fund your library transformation, 
you may not need to look further than 
your local community. 

In the introduction to one of the 
first versions of standards for school 
libraries, a principal wrote that ideas 
presented to school leaders and boards 
of education in a compelling way would 

Jane Prestebak
Library Program Director, 

Robbinsdale Area Schools, MN

Seeking Community 
Support and the 

Power of Passionate 
Presentation

be supported. This is as true now as it 
was in the 1920s. Don’t believe me?  
Let me tell you a story about how 
Robbinsdale school librarians’ dreams 
of transforming our libraries became a 
reality.

Our district has a charitable foundation 
called Seven Dreams—so called 
because we have seven different cities 
in our school district. For many years, 
this foundation has gathered donations 

and awarded small, hands-on learning 
grants to teachers who apply. About five 
years ago, they started a gala fundraising 
event to support one major project 
in the district each year. The event is 
called the “Bird Bash” gala because all 
of Robbinsdale’s mascots are birds. The 
Bird Bash’s fundraising target is $50,000. 
At the gala, the community turns out in 
their finest duds. They wine and dine 
and participate in a variety of activities 
to make giving fun. 

9
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Two years ago, Robbinsdale high school 
librarian Carol Tracy suggested that our 
transformation from media center to 
learning commons be the target for the 
Bird Bash gala. She presented the vision 
to the Seven Dreams board, who  hired 

a student videographer to explain the 
project. The resulting video was used 
to advertise the event and to introduce 
the project at the Bird Bash. In the video, 
media specialists and Seven Dreams 
board members explained how the 
transformation would affect learning 
and current students explained how they 
use the media center. A student asks for 
community support saying that, “We 
expect great things from our community. 
Help us do this.” A student chorus ends 
the video with, “Thank you for believing 
in us!” You can find the videos for all 
projects here.

During the course of the gala, community 
members raised their bid numbers to 
give $1,000, $500, $281 (for District 281) 
and so on. Everyone was cheering and 
giving for school libraries. Dream come 
true? Yes, they surpassed their goal 
and the two high schools had $60,000 
to work with. Using these funds and an 

LSTA grant, our libraries transformed. 
You can watch it happen in this video. 

This year, the middle school media 
specialists made a similar request. 
The Seven Dreams board choose three 

projects to consider. The media team 
made a presentation to the board 
explaining the need for flexible furniture, 
audio and video production equipment, 
and makerspace materials. They built on 
what the high schools had proposed but 
added a middle school twist: Although 
some of the middle schools needed 
updated furniture, others focused 
on student creation including video 
equipment and makerspaces. 

The students in the middle school video 
were definitely having fun. One student, 
Michael provides a tour of the Plymouth 
Media Center, describing it as “a chill 
place ... a new style.” He guides viewers 
past the tables with electrical jacks 
for ChromeBooks, the collaboration 

board and the chairs that are, “designed 
for comfort.” Plymouth started their 
transformation with money the principal 
came up with when she heard about 
the transformation plan. Library Media 
Specialist at Robbinsdale Middle School, 
Mary Kunesh-Podein summed up the 
need saying, “Every student deserves a 
productive place to work.” 

The board, made up of district parents 
and leaders, understood the positive 
change that had taken place in the 
high school library media centers and 
were willing to support the middle 
schools. Again at the Bird Bash gala, 
our community raised $50,000 in one 
night to support the transformation!  
(Video used) At the same time, we were 
awarded another LSTA grant focusing on 
diversifying our book collections. Grant 
funders recognized the need to promote 
reading through author visits and stories 
that reflect our diverse community. As 
a first-ring suburb of Minneapolis, our 
student population reflects changing 
suburban demographics. We explained 
our need to have books that provide 
both windows and mirrors for all of our 
students. We want to send the message 
that all are welcome here and everyone 

When looking to fund your library 
transformation, you may not need to look 
further than your local community.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXNTYi7wfF8&feature=youtu.be
http://www.sevendreamsfoundation.org/Bird_Bash.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0mLMd2fncA
https://www.facebook.com/SevenDreamsEducationFoundation/videos/2011214492239195/?hc_ref=ARSOoXoz7vx32klk7u010KZr3B0i9uNoB90z_2gjasBXHjoFHNvt_hZqlBBI_P-q0Uk&fref=nf
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will reach high standards. The middle 
school media specialists have had a busy 
year redesigning their space and adding 
thousands of new books.

Are we just lucky to have this kind of 
foundation? While that is true, I believe 
that anyone can reach for the support of 
their community. In my career of over 30 
years, I have witnessed multiple districts 
in both rural and urban communities 
respond positively to well-prepared 
presentations that are delivered with 
passion and an obvious love of learning. 
School communities have supported 
media collections with new-fangled, 
auto-advance film strips in the '80s, 
expanded media center networks to 
connect to the Internet in the '90s and 
initiated 1:1 device projects in the last 10 
years. Some requests were small enough 
for parent to simply write a check (e.g. 
For cases for video equipment), but 
some were large (e.g. a technology levy 
to provide a device for every student). 
All were accompanied by thoughtful 
planning and passionate presentations. 

As you can see through my examples, 
many people were involved in creating 

plans and securing funding. These 
efforts, however, were all initiated by 
one passionate librarian. 

The 1920s library standards also stated 
that librarians must teach and inspire. 
Use well-selected data from your own 
action research to inform and genuine 
enthusiasm to inspire action. Get rid 
of your bullet points and clip art. Use 
complete sentences and images to tell 
your story. Get your students, parents 
and teachers to join you—and make sure 
that your administrators are on your side.

Communities will support library resources 
when you ensure that your message is about 
student engagement and success.

Communities will support library 
resources when you ensure that your 
message is about student engagement 
and success. Do your homework and 
make connections with key school and 
community leaders. As they say—all 
politics is local. People in your own 
community are the ones who care most 
about their students. Make sure that 
your small successes are visible. Tell 
stories about your students’ success at 
every opportunity. Let setbacks serve as 
lessons, keep a smile on your face and 
never, ever give up.
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Student Reading Rights

Doug Johnson
Director of Technology, Burnsville/Eagan/Savage Schools, MN

The Correlation 
Between Student 
Choice and Love 

of Reading

My grandson Paul came home one day 
from first grade and declared that he 
didn't like to read anymore. 

Coming from a "reading" family, this 
announcement wasn't well received by 
his parents or grandfather. However, 
a little investigation discovered what 
Paul really didn't like was reading the 
materials in his reading series or the 
leveled books he was required to check 
out from the library. He called them 
"little bunny books." 

Thankfully, Paul’s story has a happy 
ending—his parents took him to the 

public library and bookstore where he 
found books more suited to his reading 
interests. These titles consisted mostly of 
Dave Pilkey Captain Underpants books 
(that this grandfather enjoys as well).

A second illuminating incident happened 
when my grandsons were given a free 
trial version of a collection of high-
interest, high-quality eBook titles. Since 
their indulgent grandfather had given the 
boys iPads, I was sure that the younger 
grandson, Miles, would love this access. 
Miles gave the collection a try, but he was 
turned off by the “interest inventory” 
and comprehension quizzes that were 

required. He just wanted to read without 
being bothered by analytics.

I often think of these bits of family lore 
when I hear of schools’ and publishers’ 
well-intentioned but misguided efforts 
to use reading levels to improve reading 
scores. I grow concerned as librarians 
are asked to place reading levels on 
all library books and restrict book 
checkout to only certain reading levels. 
I am saddened when the excitement 
of eBooks is dampened by quizzes 
and attempts at extrinsic motivation 
achieved by reaching arbitrary goals. 

12
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Kelly Gallagher, in his book Readicide: 
How Schools Are Killing Reading and 
What You Can Do About It, defines 
readicide as “the systematic killing of the 
love of reading, often exacerbated by the 
inane, mind-numbing practices found in 
schools.”1 He writes:

 ... rather than helping students, 
many of the reading practices 
found in today’s classrooms are 
actually contributing to the death 
of reading. In an earnest attempt 
to instill reading, teachers and 
administrators push practices that 
kill many students’ last chance to 
develop into lifelong readers.

I often wonder just how much I would 
read if I were permitted to read only a 
certain number of pages per day (no 
reading ahead), could only read things 
that were interesting to elementary 
teachers who haven't read any new 
children's literature since their undergrad 
children's lit class, and on which I had to 
always complete worksheets (reading is 
work?). The American Library Association 
describes the heart of what librarians and 
other child advocates understand about 
reading and its value. The Association’s 

“Access to Resources and Services in the 
School Library: An Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights”2 states:

Major barriers between students 
and resources include but are not 
limited to: imposing age, grade-
level, or reading-level restrictions 
on the use of resources; …  Policies, 
procedures, and rules related to 
the use of resources and services 
support free and open access to 
information.

I would interpret these statements to 
mean that third graders should not be 
restricted to books or digital resources 
at a third-grade reading level. While 
most library rights address intellectual 
freedom and access to opinions, 
information, and ideas, the rights must 
extend to reading for pleasure and 
practice as well. (Aren’t recreational 
reading books really "practice reading 
books?")

1 Gallagher, Kelly. Readicide: How Schools Are Killing Reading and What You Can Do About It. Stenhouse Publishers, 2009. 
2 American Library Association “Access to Resources and Services in the School Library: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights” www.ala.org/advocacy/
intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/accessresources

One of my biggest concerns is 
that students in schools without 
assertive librarians will have few or no 
opportunities to read voluntarily for 
enjoyment, and thus not develop to 
their full reading abilities. In our efforts 
to raise reading scores, students will only 
read what is chosen for them without 
regard to personal interest and tastes, 
becoming citizens who can read but 
choose not to read. At particular risk are 
children who go to schools in low income 
areas without libraries and librarians. To 
me, this is grievous discrimination. 

Paul's story had a happy ending despite 
his school, not because of his school. How 
sad is it that, for children who don't come 
from “reading families” like Paul, schools 
are not helping struggling readers and 
restricting successful ones? That in our 
efforts to create graduates who can read, 
we are producing graduates who do not 
like to read.

In our efforts to create graduates who 
can read, we are producing graduates 
who do not like to read.
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Jennifer N. Calito, M.Ed., EDD
Information Media/Technology Library Teacher,

Thomas Edison School, Morton Grove, IL

The Makerspace 
and Emotional 

Intelligence: 
Empowering 

Students to 
Change the World

Featured Article
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Empathy, being responsive and 
sharing other individuals' feeling 
and experiences,3 is a vital part in the 
development of children. While empathy 
isn’t an academic skill, its residual 
benefits far outlast some of the academic 
skills taught, as emotional intelligence 
applies to all areas of life. 

Ashoka shares a recipe for success 
in integrating empathy activities in a 
classroom. This roadmap is divided into 
three main categories: prepare, engage, 
and reflect and act.4  Prepare incorporates 
creating a safe environment for students 
and developing emotional competency. 
Engage is the act of storytelling, playing, 
and possibly collectively problem-

solving. Lastly is reflect and act, which 
encapsulates sharing values and 
differences and enabling students to 
act on the skills learned. While this 
roadmap appears to be the basics for 
any curriculum implementation, models 
like this fall short due to competing 
academic priorities. This is at no fault to 
teachers or administrators — we all see 
the importance of emotional intelligence, 
but high-stake assessments and content 
mastery are given greater attention.

The obvious question in this situation 
is: How do we incorporate lessons 
of empathy that are authentic and 
engaging? The makerspace model, where 
curiosity flourishes, failure is expected, 

creativity blossoms, and problem-solving 
is almost always a condition for student 
engagement, is the perfect setting for 
incorporating these lessons. While every 
makerspace is set up and functions 
slightly different, these reflections will 
be based off of fundamental qualities we 
see in makerspaces and STEM classes. 
That is, problem-solving, perseverance, 
resilience, and critical-thinking work. 

Practical Application
Let’s take another look at the Ashoka 
model in relation to a sewing unit. In the 
first category of the roadmap, prepare, 
students are building trust and comfort 
with their teachers and in their space. 
This is something that is continually built 
with every interaction with teachers and 
the learning environment. As students 
encounter conflict, possibly with other 
students, how a teacher responds helps 
pave the way for how students may 
react to similar situations in the future. 
It is the perfect opportunity to model 
empathy for the feelings of multiple 
students and reflect on each other’s 
actions. In this category, I would also add 
a level of skill competency in relation to 
sewing. Scaffolding activities should 
be incorporated among grade levels, 
and even within a grade for students to 
refresh their background knowledge of 
the hands-on activities they will engage 

15
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in. For using a sewing machine, I would 
preface the unit with hand-sewing, 
paying particular attention to what the 
stitches look like when they are correct 
and when they are incorrect.

The second component in the Ashoka 
roadmap model is the intentional 
hands-on, authentic activities, aka 
engage. This is where a makerspace 
can really shine in relation to teaching 
empathy. I’d like to go back to the sewing 

unit to provide a practical application. 
This project idea comes from Hubbard 
Woods Elementary School in Winnetka, 
IL. Each grade level at the school has 
adopted a charity to participate in and 
donate to. The 2017-2018 fourth grade 
class worked with Blue Apron. After some 
thoughtful collaboration, it was decided 
that the fourth graders would utilize their 
beginning sewing skills and make aprons 
they could sell to raise money for Blue 
Apron. This project didn’t come without 
much perseverance from students, 
teachers, and parent helpers, as sewing 
machines would break, students cut 
templates wrong, parts would be sewn 
together that shouldn’t have been—the 
list goes on. 

The real reward was in the purpose 
behind the product they were making. 
Students took pride in using skills they 
had developed to do something for 
someone else. The level of engagement 
was more focused and students were 
self-motivated in what they were doing. 

Many expressed gratitude for being 
able to take a skill they learned in 
school, develop it more, and use it 
to help someone else. Other students 
were excited to share with their parents 
what they had accomplished, and even 
add a sewing machine to a birthday 
or holiday wish list. I even recall one 
student mentioning they would like to 
continue making aprons to support this 
organization. As with the third and final 
component on the Ashoka roadmap, 

reflect and act, its identification of shared 
values and enabling action was evident 
in the student reflections.

The Accidental 
Experiment
Enabling the Future (also referred to as 
Project E-Nable) is “an amazing group of 
individuals from all over the world who 
are using their 3D printers to create free 
3D printed hands and arms for those in 
need of an upper limb assistive device.”5  

I have ties to two schools that have been 
successfully incorporating an E-Nable 
project into their makerspaces: Hubbard 
Woods Elementary School in Winnetka, 
Illinois, as a staff member and Attea Middle 
School in Glenview, Illinois, as a parent. In 
the makerspaces, students engage in a 
variety of fabrication and manipulation 
of 3D printed parts for the purposes of 
constructing a prosthetic hand or arm.

Hubbard Woods 
Elementary School
Working with the resource center 
director, Todd Burleson, we started an 
after-school group of third and fourth 
graders. On the first day, we decided to 
poll students on their comfort level to 
identify growth after engaging in various 
activities. Guess what, the comfort levels 
did grow!  Chart 1 outlines the pre- and 
post-survey averages. Students rated 

five topics on a scale of 1 to 3, with 1 
representing not very comfortable, and 
3 being very comfortable. There was one 
unanticipated outcome that related to 
the self-reported feelings of empathy. 
Specifically, students were asked about 
their awareness of a disabled child’s 
feelings. 

The average responses for this particular 
question actually decreased by an 
average of .5 on the post-survey. While 
possibly not statistically significant, when 

Using 3D 
Printers

1.6 1.4

2.3
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2.9
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   Pre-Survey Average         Post-Survey Average

Using 3D 
Printed Parts

Comfort 
Level With 

Hand Tools

Comfort Level 
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Aware of 
Others' 

Feelings

Hubbard Woods Student Survey

This revelation was eye opening as an educator. 
That is, engaging and authentic activities, 
such as those in a makerspace, may have the 
greatest effect in teaching empathy, a sub 
component of emotional intelligence.

16



17

In a recent interview reflecting on 
Kaylee’s participation in 3D printing 
hands, she stated, “E-Nable has been a 
huge part of my 7th grade year. It’s made 
me feel like I’m really helping others ... 
It means more to do with my life and 
other people's lives.”  Through this STEM 
activity, she has thought about entering 
the field of engineering to find more 
ways to expand her knowledge and 
possibilities of helping others in need. 
Kaylee also identified a change in her 
peers and teachers at her school. She 
has seen a side to her classmates that 
includes feelings of empathy, as well 
as excitement from other teachers that 
want to get involved in the near future. 

Part of Project E-Nable is being matched 
with a recipient. The students at Attea 
Middle School were fortunate to be able 
to build a hand for a student in their 

coupled with interviews we conducted 
with students, it does offer some 
important insight. Students thought they 
had an understanding of what children 
with disabilities go through prior to 
engaging in these activities, but realized 
upon reflection, while they learned a 
lot, they did not have the background 
to empathize with this population at 
first. The pre-survey scores were inflated 
as a result. This revelation was eye 
opening as an educator. That is, 
engaging and authentic activities, 
such as those in a makerspace, may 
have the greatest effect in teaching 
empathy, a sub component of 
emotional intelligence.

Attea Middle School
Hubbard Woods and Attea Middle school 
share a connection, aside from the fact 
that my daughters attend the school. 
Kaylee Calito had visited Hubbard 

Woods School the summer of 2017 and 
received a tour of the makerspace by 
Todd Burleson. She was inspired by the 
efforts at Hubbard Woods and wanted 
to bring Project E-Nable to her school. 
So, she did just that!  She went to her 
instructional technology facilitator, 
Helene Davitz, who embraced Kaylee’s 
passion for helping others. This was 
brought to several 7th and 8th graders 
during an elective period during the 
2017-2018 school year. 

From my experiences and the experiences 
of those around me, makerspace education 
could hold the key to breaking through the 
wall of empathy education and addressing 
emotional intelligence effectively for the 
benefit of students.

17
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Attea Middle School’s experiences were 
truly an effort from a larger community. 
Although this was for one child, it was 
an effort made with joy, love, and 
perseverance, to make a difference in 
ways that most cannot fathom. Facets of 
empathy are present in all areas of this 
process. Some who criticize education 
and its evolving nature question if 
makerspaces are just the latest trend. 

From my experiences and the 
experiences of those around me, 
makerspace education could hold 
the key to breaking through the 
wall of empathy education and 
addressing emotional intelligence 
effectively for the benefit of 
students. 

3  B. N. Fry & J. D. Runyan, “Reaching empathic concern and altruism in the smartphone age. Journal of Moral Education.” Journal of Moral Education, 47 no. 1 
(2018): 1 – 16. 
4  Ashoka (n.d.). “A Toolkit for promoting empathy in schools.” Retrieved from https://startempathy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/StartEmpathy_Toolkit.pdf
5  Enabling the Future (2018). Enabling the Future. Retrieved from http://enablingthefuture.org/about/

school that was in need, a second grader. 
At the conclusion of their first year, they 
were successful in completing and 
delivering a special hand that was made 
from flexible filament. Helene Davitz, 
Instructional Technology Facilitator, 
the teacher sponsor for Attea’s Project 
E-Nable group, pulled in international 
support to make sure everything went 
smoothly. Their recipient did not fit the 
exact mold of the design files that Project 
E-Nable provides. Several casting models 
were made to assist in getting the perfect 
fit. Ms. Davitz called in assistance from 
Ricardo in Peru to create the digital files 
for printing; Calmaron, an 11-year-old in 
California to assist in printing the flexible 
filament as their printer did not have 
that specific capability; and Dan, the 
recipient’s father, to troubleshoot how to 
tether the prosthetic to his son’s hand. 

18
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5 Surefire Ways to Engage 
Adolescents In Reading 

Jennifer McCarty Plucker , Ed. D.
Literacy and Professional Learning Consultant, MN

Engaging 
Adolescent 

Readers

Flood Your Classroom 
With Books They Will 
Want to Read

“Let me be clear: if we are to have 
any chance of developing a reading 
habit in our students, they must be 
immersed in a K12 ‘book flood.’”6   

When students are surrounded by books, 
we send the message that we care that 

they are developing into readers and 
we are committed to helping them do 
that. Many K-5 classrooms are flooded 
with books, but as we enter middle and 
high school, we can encounter drought. 
So how do we do this? Dedicate capital 
funds to outfitting ELA, EL, and Sped 
classrooms with libraries of high- 
interest, current books kids will want 

1. to read. Classroom libraries have both 
print and digital books, written at a 
variety of levels, spanning many topic 
areas, both fiction and nonfiction, in 
many genres and forms (verse, graphic 
novel, etc.). Move your “book rooms” 
into the classrooms. Redistribute the 
“whole class novels” into choice books 
for seminars and book clubs to allow for 
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a variety of books to enter the English 
classroom. Spend supplemental funds 
on curriculum sets of leveled texts across 
the many topics of science and social 
studies to line the shelves and fill the 
baskets in content area classrooms. This 
flood offers students an opportunity to 
approach a topic in their textbook from 
many different perspectives and to go 
deeper in some aspect of an era they are 
studying. 

Coach Students to 
Discover What They Like 
and Can Read With Ease

As students are beginning to find books 
they might want to read, especially 
if they are reluctant, resistant, or 
struggling, they may fall into a myriad of 
avoidance behaviors. Some will choose 
to “fake read,” others will choose books 
they have already seen as a movie, some 

will suddenly need a drink of water 
or to visit the nurse, and still others 
might engage instructors in a charming 
conversation rather than settling in to 
read a book. Resist the temptation to 
correct these behaviors and instead 
start a conversation about the student’s 
interests and activities. As soon as you 
hear a golden nugget, tuck it away. 
Go find the book that matches your 
student’s passion, bring it back 
and say the four most important 
words (according to Steven Layne), 
“I thought of you.”7 Help students 
discover their avoidance behaviors 
and set goals to reduce them by 
employing strategies to find books 
they might like. When students do find 
a book they can’t put down, ask them 
to talk about it. The enthusiasm will be 
contagious. 

Make Reading a Social 
Activity

“It’s a common thing at our lunch table 
to talk about the books we’re reading, 
‘cause we all take them to lunch, even 
though we don’t read them at lunch” 
states 8th grader Kelly.8 Adolescence 
is a social time for students. Making 
friends, discovering oneself, and 
overusing the personal pronouns of I, 
me, and my are evident with this age. 
So why not capitalize on this and offer 
ways for students to talk about what 
they are reading. Give 15 minutes a 
week for students to “buzz about 
books.”9 Share what you are reading. 
Ask students to give book talks. 
Eavesdrop at lunch tables and fist bump 
students who are talking about books. 
Greet students at your door with, “Which 
book are you excited to immerse yourself 
in today?” Give students opportunities to 
“vent” about characters in their books 
and the decisions they are or are not 
making. Of course, we want students in 
their “reading zone” as Atwell coined, 
but after those sacred minimum 20 daily 
minutes, get them talking!10 

Build Student Self-Efficacy

 “I can because I think I can.”11 Students 
will engage in reading tasks or any 

2.

3.

4.
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tasks for that matter, when they feel 
confident doing so. “Self-efficacy and 
text comprehension are situational. 
That is, the emotional and cognitive 
demands placed on a reader vary 
according to the subject matter that 
the reader is tackling.”12 We need to 
build our students’ confidence by 
showing them how they already use 
the strategic actions necessary to 
take on difficult text. Show students 
an image and ask them to share their 
thinking as a group. Some will ask 
questions, others will make predictions, 
some will use background knowledge to 
infer, and others will offer a critique. As 
students do this, notice and name the 
comprehending actions they are taking. 
Commend them on their higher-level 
thinking. Next give them a challenging 
piece of text (a satirical cartoon or a poem, 
perhaps) and ask them to employ those 
same skills to see if they can make sense 
together. Do these activities one-on-one 
and in small groups to continually build 
confidence. When students recognize 
that their efforts to learn to snowboard, 
master a video game, or choreograph 
a dance for the talent show are all the 
SAME strategic actions they can try with 
their history textbook or science lab, they 
will begin to believe they can because 
they think they can. 

Celebrate

While we want to be very careful not 
to implement if/then rewards—if you 
read 10 books, you get a pizza party−
which can diminish motivation, we do 

want to celebrate goals accomplished.13 
We want students to be intrinsically 
motivated to engage in reading for 
pleasure. Intrinsic motivation relies on 
“Autonomy – The urge to direct our own 
lives. Mastery – The desire to get better 
and better at something that matters. 
And Purpose – The yearning to do 
what we do in the service of something 
larger than ourselves.”14 So we need to 
look for authentic opportunities where 
students have shown autonomy in 
their book choices, mastery in learning 
something new, and initiative to take 
what they have learned beyond the 
walls of the classroom. Celebrations can 

6  Kelly Gallagher, Readicide (Portland: Stenhouse, 2009), 43. 
7  Steven Layne, Igniting a Passion for Reading (Portland: Stenhouse, 2008). 
8  Gay Ivey & Peter Johnston, “Engagement with young adult literature: Outcomes and processes.” Reading Research Quarterly, 48 no. 3 (2013): 255-275. 
9  Layne, Igniting a Passion for Reading 
10  Nancy Atwell, The Reading Zone. (New York: Scholastic, 2007). 
11  Richard Vacca, “They can because they think they can.” Educational Leadership, 63 no. 5 (February, 2006): 56-59 
12  Vacca, “They can because they think they can.” 
13  Daniel Pink, Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us. (New York: Riverhead Books, 2009) 
14  Pink, Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us.

5.

be as simple as giving opportunities for 
students to share stories of how a book 
changed their thinking or moved them 
to action, creating book trailers, reading 
to preschool or elementary students, 
performing readers theatre, creating 
Public Service Announcements on the 
benefits of reading, or developing a 
community “book challenge” whereas 
students chart books read on a class 
visual. Community book challenges 
can better serve motivation than 
individual displays. When students 
are working toward a common goal it 
promotes community and can deter 
discouragement or competition. 
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Transform Yourself With 
FREE Virtual PD

Katie McNamara
Teacher Librarian at North High School, Kern High School District, CA

Transform 
Your Teaching: 

Professional Learning 
On a Budget

Summer is a great time for self-
transformation. Even if you are in a year-
round school, longer summer days means 
just that: longer days. I enjoy upping my 
gym time and cooking time. The first 
is very personal and self-fulfilling, the 
second helps me reconnect with my 
family and all appreciate the yummy 
redults of my effort. “Extra” hours also 
inspire mental transformation. Always 
striving to be a better version of myself, 

I welcome the world of FREE virtual 
professional development.

You had me at FREE. “Virtual” really 
can mean free, and that doesn’t just 
mean a free conference pass. It also 
means zero expenses. Zero travel. 
Zero motel.  #PDinyourPJs is real. 
Being able to connect with amazing 
educators from the comfort of your 
home, in your comfies, is priceless!

Many great opportunities with various 
structures exist from “conferences,” 
Twitter chats, webinars, and blogs. 
It’s all about you, so pick what you like. 
Which means: pick what is best for you. I 
don’t follow blogs because, to me, it feels 
like homework and something I must get 
through. This is why I got rid of cable—
that DVR was just too much for me.  
Even though I have good intentions to 
catch a recorded webinar, it hardly 
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happens. Things with a set time are best 
for me because I block out the time and 
treat it like a doctor appointment.

Summer Conferences

CPDinVR  |  June 28
This virtual event is truly virtual, in 
discussion and platform. The event is all 
about bringing augmented reality and 
virtual reality to the classroom. Sessions 
may be under the sea or on Mars. Virtual 
sessions take place in Engage (a free VR 
platform). You can fully immerse with a 
Rift or Vive, or join in via PC.  Register

EdCampVoice  |  July 2-3  |  9:00 
am PST
EdCamp help entirely on Voxer. Don’t 
have a Voxer? Get one; it’s free! Then, join 
the librarian chat group, where anyone 
can propose a topic. Yep, even that one 
thing you have been wanting to learn 
about but know nothing about. Register 

Storbel Summit  |  July 11
This summit is comprised of six sessions 
from six educators. A video is released 
each day for six days. Register 

Ed Change Global  |  July 20  |  
10:00 am PST
Ed Change Global connects educators all 
over the world in a 24-hour collaborative 
experience using Flipgrid, Twitter, Voxer, 
and Qiqo Chat. If you need to take a nap, 
that’s totally okay. Each hour offers three 
sessions. There are challenges and prizes.  
Ed Change Global is also accepting 
“Game Changers” submissions through 
July 12th. Register 

Teach with Tech  |  July 23-26 
Even if you are on vacation during this 
time, you can register and gain access 
to recordings. Teach with Tech has 25 
speakers presenting 25 video sessions 
via Facebook live. If you walked away 
from Facebook, this would be a reason 
to come back. You can catch sessions live 
or replay sessions via YouTube through 
July 29. This event also features exclusive 
giveaways. Register

Hive Summit  |  August 1-14 
This summer is the first Hive Summit 
committed to help bring passion and 

play into the classroom. One video is 
released each day for nine days. The 
videos are accessible for 14 days, then 
they’re gone. Register 

Classroom 2.0 Live Saturday  |  
9am PST (Summer Break June 
13-July 28)
Weekly sessions from educators on using 
technology to support learning using 
Blackboard Collaborate for a collaborative 
webinar experience.  Questions and 
interactions are encouraged. Afterward, a 
LiveBinder is created that includes all links 
shared by presenter and participants. 
Connect and LiveBinder Access 

EdCamp Edumatch  |  August 4
EdCamp Edumatch uses MIT Unhangout 
Platform. Attendees propose topics, just 
like a face-to-face EdCamp. Attendees 
meet up in virtual rooms based on topics 
of personal interest. Register

https://www.virtualiteach.com/cpd-in-vr
http://voxer.theedsquad.org/librarianchat
http://www.edcampvoice.com/
https://www.strobeleducation.com/strobelsummit/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/edchange-global-2018-game-changers-facilitators-tickets-43638208055
https://www.edchangeglobal.com/
https://teachwithtechconference.com/
https://hivesummit.org/
http://live.classroom20.com/
http://www.edcampedumatch.org/
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Twitter Connection

Twitter is another way to harness the 
awesomeness of a conference whether 
or not you’re physically attending. Most 
conferences have a hashtag, which 
allows for a curation of shared resources 
and ideas. Many Twitter chats also 
continue through summer: #ARVRinEDU 
is 30 minutes on Wednesdays at 6:00pm 
PST and usually introduces augmented 
or virtual reality tools to explore and 
discuss. #Bunceechat is the first 
Thursday of each month at 5:00pm PST 
and highlights student empowerment 
and student voice. 

#notatISTE  |  June 24-27
Do you have ISTE envy?  No need. Follow 
#notatISTE and get your ISTE experience 

without the expense.  Resources will be 
curated and #PassTheScopeEDU folks 
will periscope. There will be challenges 
and collaboration opportunities. Join 
the Google+ community for more 
connections and learning. 

Tweet and Talk Sundays  |  
3:00pm PST
During Tweet and Talk Sundays, a panel 
of educators or a special guest shares 
what they’re passionate about. You can 
catch the Talk live on YouTube and ask 
questions. You can participate in the 
simultaneous Twitter chat at #edumatch. 
You can listen to the recorded podcast. 
So many options!  You can also 

continue your learning and participate 
in badge challenges via badgelist.
com/edumatch. Want to share what 
you are passionate about? Sign up to 
be on a panel. Upcoming topics: Twice-
Exceptional (7/15), Diversity in Computer 
Science (7/22), Visible Learning (8/5), 
Flipped Classroom (8/12).
More information

These events are made possible 
by amazing educators who give of 
themselves for all of us. I continue to 
be humbled by the graciousness of 
educators who are eager to share and 
help anyone (yep, not just me) be the 
best they can be for all our students. 

https://plus.google.com/communities/102762507417207490264?sqinv=R2pqYnJGV25KVWhwOW1iWUoxYUEzZUpEcHdnV3Vn
https://www.badgelist.com/edumatch
https://www.badgelist.com/edumatch
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegD9HnjBx1BTfBrSz6bikXMKB50IayYqpsYNFMyLwiFubfqA/viewform
http://www.edumatch.org/
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My Library Genrefication Journey 

Anastasia Hanneken
Librarian, Shamong Township School District, NJ

Why
(And Why Not) 

Genrefy?

This past summer I took on the project 
of genrefying our fiction sections. I 
serve grades 5–8, and because of this 
age range, my library has two fiction 
sections, middle grade fiction and 
young adult. If you are unsure of what 
genrefication is, it's the process of 
organizing library books by genre. 
Some librarians are also tackling their 
nonfiction section, but I chose only 
to tackle the fiction sections, since 
nonfiction books are already organized 
by topic.

There is quite a bit of controversy over 
the genrefication topic. Many librarians 
are very traditional and believe the 
best way to organize library books is by 

author, while the more contemporary 
thought is to organize by genre because 
students can find their favorite genre 
books in one place.

Prior to genrefying, I spent much time 
talking to other librarians who had 
genrefied, reading all that I could read on 
the idea, and attending presentations 
on genrefication at conferences.

So why did I decide to genrefy 
my collection?

• My middle school population 
usually requests books by genre 
anyway.

• I was looking for a way to increase 
circulation.

• Within each genre books are still 
organized by author, so students 
can still learn what a call number 
looks like and will be able to find 
books in a library that’s organized 
in the traditional manner.

• I felt like this was a good choice 
for our space.

How did I genrefy my collection?

Prior to moving any books, I started 
going through my collection (this was a 
good way to not only learn my current 
collection, but also to weed unwanted 
books). I began writing the genre of 
each book on the inside cover. 
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Over the summer I physically moved the 
books to their locations. This was the most 
difficult part of the transition because at 
one point I had more piles of books than I 
knew what to do with. I kept telling myself 
that once the books were moved to their 
designated locations, this would be worth 
all the hard work.
 
Once all the books were moved, I was able 
to add their specific labels.

How did I decide on the labeling?

Since I have two Fiction sections, I decided 
to have two distinct forms of labeling.

For my middle grade fiction area, I 
purchased the genre labels from Demco 
and added these under each spine label.

For my teen fiction area, I purchased the 
tinted label protectors from Demco and 
labels that say Teen. We have a chart that 

students can look at to match the tints to 
genre.

What genres did I decide to use?

When deciding upon genres, I choose the 
genres that are the most popular in my 
school.

Middle Grade Fiction Genres
• Action/Adventure
• Animal Stories
• Fantasy
• Historical Fiction
• Holocaust Fiction (This is a big 

interest to my 6th and 7th graders)
• Mystery/Suspense
• Scary/Horror
• Realistic Fiction
• Science Fiction
• Sports Fiction
• Classics
• Short Story
• Graphic Novels

Teen Fiction
• Action/Adventure
• Dystopian
• Fantasy
• Historical Fiction
• Realistic Fiction
• Mystery/Suspense
• Romance
• Scary/Horror
• Science Fiction
• Sports Fiction
• Classics

Adding Signage

Adding signage is very important when 
genrefying your collection. We are 
purchasing signage through Demco that 
will sit in front of each genrefied area. 
I also plan to use our Cricut machine 
to cut out letters and add them to our 
shelving endcaps. 

Final Thoughts

Although genrefying was a ton of work, 
I am so glad I did it. My circulation has 
gone up tremendously and students 
are very excited with the changes in the 
library. For those librarians who prefer 
the traditional organization style, I would 
say, you must do what works best for you 
and your student population. I am very 
proud of the changes in our library and 
am happy to say this has made a positive 
impact on my space. 
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Library Genrefication

Jen Peterson
Library Media Supervisor, Menasha Join School District, WI

For years I thought about genrefying 
my collection. I would talk about it with 
other librarians, and they would often 
look at me like I had two heads. However, 
my students didn’t agree with the fiction 
classification system at all. They always 
asked questions like, “Where are all the 
horror books?” Then I would explain how 

our books were in alphabetical order by 
author so horror books were placed all 
over the fiction section, and the more 
I tried to explain it to them, the less it 
made sense. 

One summer I had to completely 
dismantle one of my libraries for new 
carpeting. I thought, “This is my chance to 
shake things up and see what happens!" 
So all summer I worked with the help of 
one of my library paraprofessionals on 
relabeling books, shelves, and putting 
them into genres. This library was 
located in a school that housed only 
grades 3–5, so I genrefied both my fiction 
and my picture books.

When school started again in the fall, 
the students were not shocked at 
all by our new arrangement. Instead 
they took to it naturally, since this 
was the way they thought libraries 
should be arranged in the first place. 
The changes that took place with the 
students were quiet changes that most 

of them never really noticed. The biggest 
change was that my renewal numbers 
went down. Why? Because students were 
no longer just checking out that same 
book all year long. You know the one, 
those Diary of a Wimpy Kids, Guinness 
Book of World Records, etc. Instead, 
they were willing to try new books. They 
might at first have started in the same 
area as their favorite book, but then they 
also started moving across genres.

The second biggest change was students 
no longer bombarded us with questions 
about how to find books. They really 
didn’t even need to use the computer to 
look up books; they could simply go to 
shelves and find what they were looking 
for in our collection. The only questions 
that come up now are when a book 
sometimes crosses into two genres, and 
they want to know which genre we put 
it in (if we have more than one copy, we 
might have put it in both genres).

The only drawback we had as the 
result of our new arrangement was 
that using genres did not really work 
well with picture books. Picture books 
don’t fit nicely into genres like fiction. 
The topics covered are not cut and dry, 
and It just proved to be too confusing for 
our staff who wanted to use the picture 
books for mentor texts. It worked best 
to group them by popular characters 
or authors, and then leave the rest in 
alphabetical order by author. 

I have since genrefied three more of my 
libraries. I’m not going to lie: there is a 
lot of work that goes into putting your 
fiction into genres, but seeing how much 
the students love this system makes it 
worth it.

 ...  the students were not shocked at all by 
our new arrangement. Instead they took to it 
naturally, since this was the way they thought 
libraries should be arranged in the first place.
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It’s the place where the resources are 
housed, in all formats, and curated by 
an expert.

Libraries have evolved over time, just 
like other institutions and technological 
advances. We have seen them go from 
housing paper books, newspapers, 
manuscripts, card catalogs and 
microfiche to making e-readers, iPods, 
computers and robots available to 

their patrons. Librarians continuously 
redefine the library’s purpose and 
attempt to more aptly describe the 
activities that happen in these spaces. 

As a kid, I remember going to my public 
library to not only borrow books, 
but to also use the space to study, to 
collaborate with my classmates on 
school projects and to get help from the 
librarian on how to tackle a research 

Function Over Name

Carol Tracy
Library Media Specialist

Robbinsdale Armstrong High School, Plymouth, MN

The Library: What 
Has Been, Is, and 

Should Be

Media Center, Learning Commons, 
Innovation Station, Resource Room—
these are all new names people have 
assigned to the good old-fashioned 
library. But the good old-fashioned 
library is still good and doesn’t have to 
be old-fashioned. 

Libraries have always been places 
where seekers of knowledge gather, 
collaboratively and independently. 
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dig deeper to learn more. As librarians, 
we seek to meet the thirst for knowledge 
of our patrons by providing engaging 
materials, efficient tools and the best 
stories. We add, refine and weed 
materials in order to make it the best 
place for our customers. 

Focus on your library’s function. Make 
it the best library it can possibly be. 
Remember, your library is a collection 
of resources that you have curated. It 
will change over time, and it should, to 
reflect the needs and the culture of your 
customers - that’s what makes it a library.

29

project. There were plenty of books 
to choose from, a variety of seating 

arrangements and sectioned off spaces, 
private study rooms, copiers and adults 
who could help me navigate the space 
and my interests. I learned a lot in that 
place. We called it the library, and 
everyone knew what that meant. 

Today, seekers of knowledge can still visit 
the library, remotely or in person, borrow 

reading materials, whether it be paper 
or electronic, collaborate with others, 

make something in a makerspace and 
get help from a librarian. The only thing 
that’s changed is the method of delivery 
of these resources, and thankfully, the 
color of the furniture. 

We’ve become more efficient, we have 
a wider range of options with the world 
at our fingertips and we’ve learned to 

It will change over time, and it should, to reflect 
the needs and the culture of your customers.
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On September 11, 2001, 
the United States was attacked. 

On September 12, 2001,
we grieved.

On September 13, 2001, 
we began rebuilding.

None of the students who sit in our 
classrooms today remember the feelings 
of fear, hopelessness, and community 
that filled our nation on the day that 
we now commemorate as Patriot Day. 
Most of our students weren’t even born 
until after that day that is etched in our 
memories. Sometimes we don’t realize 
that. On that day, we became more than 
teachers and mentors. We became grief 
counselors.

Our students may not be able to connect 
with September 11, but they certainly 
live in fear, and the fear is more personal 

to them than ever. I have been an educator 
for 23 years, and for most of my career I 
have hidden my students in corners and 
under desks during “lockdown drills” since 
the Columbine tragedy. As adults, this has 
become our “new normal,” but for our 
students it has always been their reality.

Lauren Ward, actress and singer, once 
said “Libraries always remind me that 
there are good things in this world.” As a 
child, my library was a place of solace and 
refuge. And when our local public library 
bookmobile visited our neighborhood, 
I ran to it in excitement as other children 
might dash to the ice cream truck on a hot 

summer day. Libraries continue to be 
those welcoming places for all students 
regardless of age, gender, ability level, 
socioeconomic background, religion, 
and language. But now our students 
need libraries and certified librarians 
even more.

Here are some things that you can do:

1. Promote kindness. 
Whether you have a makerspace in 
your library or not, you can create a 
“Kids Kindness Kart” program for your 
students to create using their hearts, 
hands, and heads. They can write thank 

Libraries: The Beating 
Hearts of Schools

Kristina Holzweiss
SLJ School Librarian of the Year, Librarian, Bay Shore Middle, NY
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you cards to members of the military, 
for their parents, their teachers, or their 
friends. Students can also make non-
slip socks for people living in nursing 
homes by creating designs with three-
dimensional puffy paint on the bottom. 
Create community connections with 
your local hospital through knitting and 
crocheting hats for children with cancer, 
running a food drive for Ronald McDonald 
House, and painting “Welcome Home” 
signs for Habitat for Humanity families. 
A kindness program helps students 
through empathy, unity, and therapy. 
 
2. Curate resources. 
Patrons visit libraries for information 
in a variety of formats. Update your 

library’s collection of books so that 
they reflect your population. Be sure to 
have resources in different languages 
about the issues that our students 
face today such as gender identity and 
social media. Rosen’s digital database 
Teen Health & Wellness is an award-
winning database that helps students 
understand and reflect on issues that 
they face as developing young adults. 
Work with your guidance counselors, 
health teachers, and school nurse to 
create a digital collection of videos 
and websites that students and their 
families can use at home. Designate 
an “information station” that includes 
brochures from local organizations and 
public library card applications. Promote 

active citizenship and provide contact 
information for government agencies 
and officials so your students can voice 
their opinions and concerns.

3. Create a home away from 
home. 
Many students leave our schools at the 
end of the day and return to environments 
where they aren’t respected and 
nurtured. For them, even the worst day 
at school is better than a weekend at 
home. Create a library that is welcome 
and warm through comfortable furniture, 
music, soft lighting, and essential oils. 
Wrap the library around your students 
like a warn hug that they can carry with 
them throughout their school day.

Promote kindness.
Curate resources.
Create a home away from home.
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Making and Literacy: 
Can the Two Exist in Harmony?

Heather Lister
Director of MackinMaker Education, Mackin

The Maker 
Movement

As more libraries are choosing to add 
makerspaces into their spaces, there is a 
growing fear that this may detract from 
a library’s literacy efforts. With the ever-
growing importance of information 
literacy skills, it is understandable 
why some may be reluctant to add a 
makerspace if it is viewed as a choice 
in which skills to emphasize:  making 
skills vs. literacy skills.

Much like how technology is viewed 
as a resource for all content areas, 
the same is true for making. While 
there are certainly “tech skills” that we 
explicitly teach, we also use technology 
as a means for students to communicate 
mastery of core subject knowledge and 
for deeper inquiry. Technology is also 
a great resource for personalization 
and differentiation. The same is true 

for making.  In a makerspace, we can 
explicitly teach “making skills,” but 
students can also use the makerspace 
as a vehicle for them to demonstrate 
their understanding of any content 
area, tap into personal interests, and 
utilize their individual strengths. 

School librarians address a variety of 
literacy skills in their library programs. 

32
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From reading comprehension to research 
and writing, librarians are constantly 
looking for ways to embed these “life” 
skills into their instruction. 

Here are three easy ways to tap into 
the literacy support we already offer 
in our libraries, while also tapping into 
the power of hands-on learning in a 
makerspace.

Journaling
Encourage writing by having students 
document their planning process in a 
maker journal. Journaling is also a great 
reflection tool and can help document 
the learning that was involved in their 

creation. Consider having students cite 
the sources used in developing their 
idea. You can also leverage the power of 
technology for student journals. 

Design Thinking
Characters in fictional texts can be 
great “customers” for design thinking 
challenges. As students analyze the 
characters and the story as a whole, 
students can make a product to fulfill a 
need they identified in the story. Check 
out resources like Novel Engineering 
from Tufts University for a great 
framework in connecting literature with 
maker challenges.

Tutorials
We often suggest students use tutorials, 
but it can be an amazing learning 
experience for students to actually create 
tutorials on their own. These tutorials 
can be used in your makerspace for 
other students or be posted on tutorial 
communities like Instructables.

While allowing students to tinker and 
explore in the makerspace without a set 
goal or purpose is an important part of a 
makerspace, there are so many ways that 
we can intentionally use our makerspace 
to support specific learning goals. 

Like these ideas? Share this one pager 
with others!

Students can also use the makerspace as 
a vehicle for them to demonstrate their 
understanding of any content area, tap 
into personal interests, and utilize their 
individual strengths.

http://www.mediafire.com/file/8uro3blea2ki0rt/MackinMaker_MakingLiteracy.pdf
http://www.mediafire.com/file/8uro3blea2ki0rt/MackinMaker_MakingLiteracy.pdf
http://www.mediafire.com/file/8uro3blea2ki0rt/MackinMaker_MakingLiteracy.pdf
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Conclusion
Every journey begins with a particular 
thought, a single notion that is formulated to 
become the motivation that, when executed 
with clear vision and intention, puts you on 
the intended path to success.
 
This is the heart of the mission of why 
TYSL was founded. Through the generous 

contributions of our advocates, we will 
continue to bring you relevant insights in 
the hope that you’ll find the inspiration 
and information needed to propel yourself 
on your personal and professional path to 
transformation. The future is here and there’s 
no better time than now to make your unique 
vision a part of it.
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