
Getting Started
The “Taking It Home” section assumes you’ll have two gifts for each 
person—one to keep and one to share. Prepare by purchasing two gifts 
for each person or rewording “Taking It Home.”

Introduction
Every so often, something hits our planet from out of the clear 
blue—for example, meteors or space junk. Most of us would be 
amazed if we knew how many spy satellites, weather satellites, 
research satellites, and broadcast satellites circle over our heads 
day by day, and of course, what goes up sooner or later must  
come down.
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All these gifts come to us out of the blue, out of God’s unending 
goodness. All of these gifts are undeserved. The Bible says, “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above” ( James 1:17). Do 
you believe that?

You can believe it! Love came down at Christmas. Peace came 
down at Christmas. Joy came down at Christmas. Hope came 
down at Christmas. So many gifts—and all of them wrapped up 
in Jesus, our Savior.

Taking It Home
I hope you don’t intend to keep God’s great, good Christmas gifts 
to yourself! I hope you plan to give them away, because they grow 
even bigger and better as you do that! 

As you leave today, each of you will receive two (name and describe 
the “Love Came Down at Christmas” gift you intend to give away). 
Keep one as a reminder of the love of God that has come to you 
out of the blue. But pray and plan to give the other one away to a 
friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who needs to know more 
about the love that came down at Christmas. 

Just think. This could be the Christmas that changes that person’s 
life forever. Jesus may want you to have the honor of being part of 
that change. Wow! Imagine that!

Love Came Down  
at Christmas



But space debris isn’t the only thing that can hit us from out of 
the clear blue. The factory where we work closes, or our company 
is sold and our friends are laid off—all of it out of the clear blue! 
Life is good, and then one morning in the shower we discover a 
lump where no lump should be—out of the blue. Retirement is 
perking along, much as we had hoped, and then one afternoon we 
check our portfolio online and watch in horror as the stock and 
bond markets both plummet simultaneously. That’s not supposed 
to happen, but it does, hitting us—out of the clear blue.

Getting to the Heart
Some surprises in life just aren’t all that welcome, but Christmas 
is different. Christmas is the biggest surprise of all—and the 
happiest! Not because of the parties and decorations or the 
presents and cookies. Not because of the music and family time. 
Not even because of the wonder and laughter of little children. 

No, Christmas is the biggest and happiest surprise of all 
because, totally out of the blue, love—from God—came down at 
Christmas. None of us deserves that love. In fact, every human 
being who has ever lived has rebelled against our gracious Creator, 
choosing to go our own way. We’ve thumbed our collective noses 
at him, objecting to his laws and thinking we can live more 
happily and fully by violating them. 

In our day and time, we’re particularly prone to believe that 
money can make us secure and that things will make us happy. 
Even we, as God’s people, often buy into this lie. If you doubt it, 
just tune in to the messages that are assaulting your eardrums, 
especially right now, during the weeks we’ve come to think of as 
“the holidays.” Think about the ways those messages influence you 
and the ways they affect your choices and priorities. 

In light of all this sin, what should come at us—at all of us—is 
not God’s love. Instead, judgment should roar down, engulfing the 
planet and every individual on it. If that judgment came, it should 

surprise no one, for God has made his will crystal clear in his 
Word; yet we have all disobeyed it.

Despite all that, God has a surprise for us. He delivered it himself 
on the very first Christmas. He himself was that gift! Love came 
down at Christmas, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger. Out of the clear blue, while we were still sinners, Christ 
came for us. It’s a huge and happy surprise!

As we unwrap that gift, we come to see how unimaginably 
wonderful it really is! Love came down at Christmas—and with 
it, peace, joy, and hope, too. Jesus’ coming brought all these things 
into our world. They make all the difference when life’s other, not-
so-welcome surprises hit us from out of the blue. 

I don’t imagine any of us jumping up and down with glee at the 
prospect of losing our job or saying good-bye to down-sized 
colleagues at work, but when we know the love of God, the love 
that came down at Christmas, we can experience the peace of 
God, which is beyond all understanding. That peace protects our 
hearts (see Philippians 4:7).

I don’t suppose any of us will welcome a sudden health crisis  
with gladness of heart, but when we know the love of God, the 
love that came down at Christmas, we can experience the deep 
and unshakable joy Jesus promises. No matter what prognosis 
your health care team gives, here’s your Lord’s prognosis—you 
will be “strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power” so that you may endure trials with patience and joy  
(see Colossians 1:11).

I don’t expect any of us will greet sudden financial reversals with 
broad grins and high fives, but when we know the love of God, 
the love that came down at Christmas, we can live in hope. We 
can move forward in the confidence that no matter what the 
future holds, we know the one who holds the future—and his 
hands still bear the nail scars by which he won our salvation.


