
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 39
Jesus Rides Into Jerusalem

Gather your household and share your highs/lows and God moments. Before 
you read the Bible story, ponder how Jesus might come into your city today? What might that 
parade look like? Compare to the Bible story! 

Matthew 21: 1-11 Spark Storybook Bible page 454
(Also found in Mark 11: 1-11 and Luke 19: 28-40-this story is not in John)
 

Conversation Starters:

For children: 
 

 Do you remember a Palm Sunday worship service? This is the story that we tell on that 
day. We wave palm branches like the people did to welcome Jesus. If we were 
welcoming Jesus to our town today, what might we do to show Jesus that we are excited 
he’s here? 

 If someone asked you who Jesus is, what would you say? 
 Have you ever been a part of a parade? Or been to a parade? What makes them fun? 
 What’s your favorite holiday? Why? What is special about it?
 How is Jesus like a king? How is Jesus not like a king? 

For youth/adults: 

 Read Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 9:9. What are the similarities of these verses with 
Matthew 21? 

 This sort of parade is a dangerous political act. What parallels do you see in our society 
today of such an act? How is living our faith a political statement? 

 Hosanna means “Save us!” What do you think the people meant by that proclamation? 
 Jesus’ arrival put the whole city into turmoil. How does the message of Jesus sometimes 

send us or others into turmoil? 
 How do you ponder the kingship of Jesus? If you had to explain how Jesus is a king-what 

would you say? 
 Verse 9 is from our ELW communion liturgy. Why do you think we sing this Hosanna in 

conjunction with Holy Communion? 



 Compare the three gospel versions of this story. What’s the same? What’s different? 
What message remains at the core of all three? Why do you think John doesn’t have this 
story? 

Activities for all:

 For children: trace your hands on green paper and create palm branches from your hand 
tracings. Write on the “palm branches” all of the ways that you can praise God!

 For adults: Journal how you and praise God in your daily life and be intentional about 
trying something new!

 Service: sometimes this time of year coats are deeply discounted. Pick up a few in 
children’s and adult sizes to donate to a shelter for them to keep for the winter. 

 Spring Clean! Go through a closet or basement and see what you don’t need but perhaps 
someone else does. (Connection with verse 3)

 Psalm 31: 9-16 is the appointed Psalm to go with this text on Palm Sunday. Read it aloud 
and then draw/journal images or feelings that arise. Why do you think this Psalm is 
assigned to Jesus triumphal journey into Jerusalem story? 

Check the news and pray for all people/places that are in turmoil. If you have a 
globe or can print off some sort of global map, place a marker each day for the places for 
which you offer prayer. Or print off a simple map of each place you pray for and place it on 
your refrigerator. Pray for each other’s highs/lows. 

+Jesus comes to us+ 


