
  EXPLORING OPEN CHRISTIANITY
   Presented by the Progressive Christian Network of Victoria Inc.

 A series of DVDs for study groups and individual reflection
exploring Christianity open to contemporary scholarship and
new ways of understanding Christianity in our time

Exploring the Future of the Bible with Greg Jenks
- Reading the Bible for the first time (10 minutes)
- Reading the Bible in an open and generous way (10 minutes)
- Reading the Bible in a digital age (14 minutes)

DISCUSSION GUIDE

THE DVD
After a brief introduction to Rev Dr Greg Jenks, the DVD provides three short interviews of
10 or 14 minutes each - a total of about 34 minutes. The DVD can be used in one session
of approximately an hour to an hour and a half, providing time for discussion after some of
the interviews.  It is suggested that the first two interviews could be viewed and then time
provided for questions and discussion before screening the third interview. The interviews
cover a range of topics, so select the questions that are most appropriate for your group.

PREPARATION
The venue should be arranged so that everyone can see and hear the DVD interview and
then easily move to discussion – sometimes in small groups of 3 or 4 people.

Allow time for introductions, getting to know names of participants, and to describe
procedures and times.

The Bible is a topic on which people can hold strong and differing views and the interview
draws attention to big differences in how the Bible can be understood. You should decide
whether some of the questions are best discussed in small groups of three or four people.
While using small groups for any question can allow more people to explore topics at their
pace and depth, in the following discussion guide, the questions that may be especially
appropriate for small are marked with the symbol 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AFTER ANY INTERVIEW
There are three questions that can be used after each viewing of an interview. Each
recognises and affirms the different points people are at in their faith journey.

o What stands out for you from that interview? Was there something the speaker said
that is particularly important for you?

o Was there something in the interview that raises questions for you or that you would
like clarified?

o What would you like to follow up?



These questions are likely to result in a number of different responses. You can say, “Let’s
hear from a number of people and then discuss some of the ideas”. Invite a flow of brief
responses from as many in the group as would like to comment before moving to
discussion. Having someone list key words on a whiteboard to note the responses will give
you a topic list for the following discussion.

Following are some additional specific questions that may focus discussion after particular
interviews.

DISCUSSION AFTER THE FIRST TWO INTERVIEWS

Dr Jenks talks about changes in how he understands the Bible now compared with earlier
times in his life.

o  In what ways has your understanding of the Bible changed through your life?

Dr Jenks says that to know that below the surface of the Bible there are real people
struggling with the circumstances of their life, helps him in his struggles.

o Can you remember times when this has been significant for you?

Dr Jenks emphasises a number of times the importance of not reading the words of the
Bible at a superficial level. Then he says, “For all the emphasis we give to the Bible, how
much attention do we give to engaging with the Bible?”

o What has helped you to move beyond the superficial meaning of the words of the
Bible so that it connects with your life?

o What more could your group or church do to help people engage with the Bible in an
open and inquiring way?

DISCUSSION AFTER  THE THIRD INTERVIEW

Dr Jenks describes a number of changes in contemporary life, including technological
changes, which affect how the Bible is used today. As well as selecting some bits and
ignoring other bits of the Bible, we now live at a time when most people know little or
nothing about the Bible. Yet it is important “because it tells us who we are”.

o What implications do you see for how the Bible is read by Christians? What would
help you to read and engage with the Bible so that it connects with your life?

o  Do you find some of the technology Dr Jenks describes helpful? Do you know
people for whom those kinds of technology could make the Bible accessible?

o  How can people for whom the Bible is an unfamiliar book be helped to read and
understand the Bible?



CONCLUSION
Greg Jenks is enthusiastic about the importance of the Bible read in ways that take
account of its human settings in cultures very different to ours.

o  In what ways has this interview encouraged you to be open to new ways of
understanding Christianity in our time?

EXPLORING OPEN CHRISTIANITY
Presented by the Progressive Christian Network of Victoria Inc.

A series of DVDs for study groups and individual reflection
exploring Christianity open to contemporary scholarship
and new ways of understanding Christianity in our time

   Website: http://www.pcnvictoria.org.au Email: info@pcnvictoria.org.au

1. Exploring doubt and faith with Dr Val Webb
2. Exploring the future of religion with Sir Lloyd Geering
3. Exploring the future of a faith community with Peter Kennedy
4. Exploring Jesus and Paul with John Dominic Crossan
5. Exploring the future of the Bible with Rev Dr Greg Jenks


