
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 37  
 Lazarus  

! Talking with your children about death is difficult. Even if you have young 
children, though, they have experienced a death in some way: plant, pet, grandparent, etc. Death 
is part of our human experience and none of us escape it’s reality in our lives. When talking to 
children about death use clear language such as “he died,” “she is dead,” and avoid vague 
language such as “he passed,” “she’s lost,” or “he’s in a better place.” That can actually lead to 
children being more frightened as children get lost in stores-is it forever? A better place? Then 
why is everyone sad? “Passed”? To where? Acknowledge the grief, acknowledge all emotions 
(sad, anger, relief, ambivalence) and affirm that there is not a correct way to grieve. Be clear that 
you are with them and available to talk anytime and that God is ALWAYS with them, no matter 
what. Give healthy coping techniques such as talk, screaming if they feel like it, crying, 
journaling, art, and yes, even throwing approved objects. Children are very physical with their 
emotions and offering an appropriate physical release is healthy! If you’ve had a death recently 
of any kind, ask them how they are feeling about that death and what they wonder about death. 
You don’t have to have all or any of the answers, they don’t need answers, just your time and 
love.  

! Read John 11 and/or page 440 in the Spark Storybook Bible: This one is a good one 
to act out as it has many characters and a lot of dialog!  

Conversations starters:  
For Children:  

• What do you do when you are sad? Is there a place you go, or a person you talk to?  

• What do you do when you are happy or surprised in a good way? 

• When you are happy, sad or angry, what do you tell God about it?  

• Jesus was sad about his friend too. What else do you think makes Jesus sad?  

• Jesus says that we are with Jesus forever, even after we die. What do you wonder about 
that?  

• What do you think was the first thing that Lazarus did after he was alive again?  

For Youth and Adults: 



• Why do you think that Jesus didn’t go to Lazarus right away? Why did he wait?  

• Thomas’ words of “Let us also go, that we may die with him” are often seen as 
foreshadowing. If you knew that you were going to you death, would you follow Jesus? 
Do you think the disciples would have been as eager to follow? 

• There was a strand of Judaism in Jesus time that did believe in the resurrection-The 
Pharisees-so Martha’s statement is not that surprising. How do you think about the 
resurrection?  

• Verse 33 is one that is most known: Jesus began to weep. The Greek here means to be 
moved to ones bowels. When was a time that you were “moved to your gut”?  

• Jesus tells people to unbind Lazarus as he came out. Jesus came to unbind us from 
whatever separates us from true life with God. What do you need to be unbound from in 
your life?  

• Everything that Jesus does points to the abundance and mercy of God. Jesus prayer in 
verses 41-42 highlight this. How does Jesus own death and resurrection point to God’s 
abundance and mercy? How do you see God’s abundance and mercy in your everyday 
life?  

• This action of raising Lazarus from the dead was the “last straw” for the Jewish 
authorities about Jesus and they began to look for ways to remove him. Why do you think 
the authorities were so threatened by an itinerant preacher who talked about life, love and 
inclusion? 

Activities for All:  

• Write cards with prayers to give to those who are sick or grieving.  

• Create a cross out of found materials in your home to use for the Faith + Pray. 

• Do a little genealogy of someone in your family who is long deceased. What did you 
learn about them? What interesting connections did you discover? Children love to learn 
that they have something in common with someone from “a long time ago.” (You know, 
the 1990’s…☺ )  

• Have a celebration dinner this week for the gift of God’s true life and love for us! Have 
decorations and maybe fun hats!  

• Make a collage of images and/or words that describe how you think of “life with God” 
right here right now. Make another collage to describe how you think of “life with God” 
after the resurrection. Are there similarities? Are there differences?  



! Pray for each other’s highs/lows this week. Write prayers on strips of cloth of how 
you see God’s promise of life this week and what you need to be unbound from in your life. 
Place the cloth strips on a cross that you either own or can create. Offer prayers of lament and 
joy too!  

! +You are unbound by the love of Jesus+  


