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With reference to Ramsar Convention on wetland, consider the 
following statements:

1) The Ramsar Convention is the only global treaty that focuses 
specifically on wetlands.

2) United Kingdom has the largest number of such sites in the world.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



Wetlands 

As per the Ramsar Convention, Wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, 
peatland or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or 

temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or 
salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide 

does not exceed six metres

Low Tide :The time when the sea has reached its lowest level



Ramsar Convention 

The Ramsar Convention is the only global treaty that focuses 
specifically on wetlands.

It was signed in 1971 in Ramsar, Iran.

It has 170 nations as signatories.

The convention entered into force in India on 1 February 1982.

.



More about Convention

As per the convention, contracting party agrees to nominate at least 
one wetland in its territory to the List of Wetlands of International 

Importance based on enumerated criteria.

The contracting parties agree to manage all their wetlands based on 
the concept of “wise use.” 

Wise use means the maintenance of the ecological character of the 
wetland and allowance of sustainable use for the benefit of people 

and the environment



Global Facts about Wetlands 

The Ramsar sites are one of the major protected areas in the world. 

There are 2,414 Ramsar sites in the world, covering 254,543,971.597 
hectares area.

In 1974, the world's first Ramsar site was identified (Cobourg 
Peninsula; Australia). 



More facts about wetlands 

With 175 Ramsar sites, the United Kingdom has the largest number 
of such sites in the world. 

February 2 is celebrated as the International Wetlands Day. 

These sites are maintained in Montreux Record to track any major 
ecological changes that might affect any of the wetland sites 

positively or negatively



Montreux Record

The Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on the “List of 
Wetlands of International Importance”, where changes in ecological 

character have occurred, are occurring or are likely to occur as a 
result of technological developments, pollution or other human 

interference.

It is the principle tool under the Ramsar convention for highlighting 
wetlands sites in need of priority conservation status. 



Montreux Record was established in the 4th meeting of Conference 
of Contracting Parties to Ramsar Convention at Montreux, 

Switzerland in 1990.

Keoladeo National Park-Rajasthan, Loktak Lake – Manipur are two 
wetland sites of India included in Montreux Record.

Keoladeo National Park        Loktak Lake



With reference to Ramsar wetland in India, consider the following 
statements:

1) Renuka Wetland in Himachal Pradesh is the largest wetland of India .
2) Punjab has the largest number of Ramsar Sites in India.(UP)

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



Wetland in India 

There are 42 Ramsar sites in India with a surface area of 1,081,438 
hectares (as of December 2020).

Chilika Lake is the largest Ramsar Site of India with a surface area of 
1,16,500 hectares.

Chilika Lake (Orissa) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) were 
recognized as the first Ramsar Sites of India.



Uttar Pradesh has the largest number of Ramsar Sites in India with 8 
Indian Wetlands.

Renuka Wetland in Himachal Pradesh is the smallest wetland of India 
a surface area of 20 hectares.

Chilika Lake Renuka Wetland



Timeline

Before 2020, India had 27 wetlands under Ramsar convention.

In January 2020, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC), Government of India announced the addition of 

country's 10 more wetlands in the list of Ramsar sites. 

With this addition, the Indian State of Maharashtra got its first 
Ramsar site, Punjab got 3 more Ramsar sites and Uttar Pradesh got 6 

more Ramsar sites. 



In October 2020, two more Indian wetlands-- Kabartal Wetland 
(Bihar) and Asan Conservation Reserve (Uttarakhand)-- were added 

to the list of Ramsar sites. 

In November 2020, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Prakash Javadekar announced the addition of two 

more wetlands of India to the list of Ramsar sites. 

With this announcement, Lonar lake in Maharashtra and Sur Sarovar, 
also known as Keetham lake, in Agra were added to the list.

And the Tso Kar was added in December 2020 





Tso Kar

The complex includes two connected lakes, the freshwater 
Startsapuk Tso and the larger hypersaline Tso Kar; 

It presents a notable example of two such lakes existing in close 
proximity. 

The name Tso Kar refers to the white salt efflorescence on the 
margins of the lake caused by the evaporation of the saline waters.





Sur Sarovar

Originally created to supply water to the city of Agra in summer, the 
wetland soon became an important and rich ecosystem. 

The Site’s patchwork of different habitat types provides refuge to 
resident and migratory birds, and more than 60 species of fish.





Lonar Lake

Lonar Lake (Site no. 2441), on the Deccan Plateau in Maharashtra 
State, is an endorheic or closed basin, almost circular in shape, 

formed by a meteorite impact onto the basalt bedrock. 

The Site includes the lake as well as escarpments, which form the 
crater walls, and forested zones.

The lake is high in salinity and alkalinity, as the lack of an outflow 
leads to a concentration of minerals as the lake water evaporates.





Kabartal Wetland

Kabartal Wetland, also known as Kanwar Jheel, covers 2,620 
hectares of the Indo-Gangetic plains in the northern Bihar State. 

The Site is one of 18 wetlands within an extensive floodplain 
complex; 

It floods during the monsoon season to a depth of 1.5 metres. 





Asan Conservation Reserve

Asan Conservation Reserve is a 444-hectare stretch of the Asan River 
running down to its confluence with the Yamuna River in Dehradun 

district of Uttarakhand. 

The damming of the River by the Asan Barrage in 1967 resulted in 
siltation above the dam wall, which helped to create some of the 

Site’s bird-friendly habitats.
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