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64. The FBI Investigates Hollywood Movie Plots – (FBI)  $1.5 million 

While FBI special agents courageously protect the Unites States against foreign spies, terrorists, 
gangs, and serial killers, a special unit at the bureau is collaborating with Hollywood movie producers 
to nab fictional mobsters and other imaginary bad guys. 

Although the FBI has a sordid history with Hollywood, 
such as when it “conducted a sweeping and sustained 
investigation of the motion picture industry to expose 
Hollywood’s alleged subversion of “the American Way” 
during the reign of J. Edgar Hoover,633 the agency is now 
trying to new approach to influence movie makers. 

The bureau’s Investigative Publicity and Public Affairs Unit, 
which has an annual budget of $1.5 million,634 provides 
screenwriters, movie and TV producers, and authors advice 
on costumes, props, scenery, and weapons as well as b-roll 
footage and fact checking.635  The FBI requests copies of the 
film script and plot to review and a “description how the 
FBI fits into the project and its relative importance.”636  The 
agency “helped lend authenticity to 649 projects, usually 
films, TV shows and books” in just one year.637   

The FBI provided assistance for the motion pictures “The 
Kingdom,” “Shooter,” and “Breach” as well as television 
shows including “Without A Trace,” “CSI,” “Numb3rs,” 
“Criminal Minds,” and “The Closer.”638 

The movie “Shooter” earned over $95.6 million 
worldwide.639  The movie tells the tale of an assassination 
attempt on the President of the United States. “The 
Kingdom” grossed over $86.6 million640 while “Breach” brought in over $40.9 million.641   

While these box office bonanzas were bringing in millions, the FBI was having its own budget shaved 
by sequestration.  Over the past year, the FBI reduced hiring, training and equipment purchases to 
comply with sequestration and is threatening to shut down its offices and furlough employees for as 
many as ten days in the near future, which would have an impact of real investigations and intelligence 
gathering.642  The Attorney General claims sequestration is “materially reducing FBI’s investigative 
capacity to address mortgage fraud, cybercrime, human trafficking, terrorism, financial fraud, 
organized crime, to just name just a few of its critical mission areas.”643 

Hollywood is not without its own experts who can provide much of the same expertise and advice as 
the FBI.  Scott Nelson, a retired agent who worked for the FBI for 25 years, for example, “is part of a 
now-sprawling community of expert ‘consultants’ who help Hollywood film-makers to realistically 
portray everything from fight scenes to the intricacies of real- life police investigations.”  He has been 
described as “the star who’s always just out of shot” and the “go to person when “Hollywood actors 
need to walk and talk like secret agents or villains.”644 

The FBI lent its support with the production of 
“Shooter,” a movie about a presidential 
assassination attempt. 
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So perhaps the real unsolved mystery is why is the FBI spending taxpayer money to assist with the 
production of Hollywood blockbusters at a time when budget cuts are reducing the agency’s ability to 
combat real crimes and threats?  

 
The FBI Investigative Publicity and Public Affairs Unit provides screenwriters, movie and TV producers, and authors 
advice on costumes, props, scenery, and weapons as well as b-roll footage and fact checking.645 
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