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Enclosed are four FREE reproducible devotions, written to accompany the 
Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet. You may make as many copies of the 
devotions as you would like for use in your own organization or congregation.

Here are some ways to use them . . . 

• Give one devotion each week in Sunday school, as part of worship time 
in your Christian day school, as part of devotions for midweek school, 
or during the Sunday morning children’s sermon. 

• Give a Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet and copies of all four 
devotions to each family during a family activity or Advent fair four 
weeks before Christmas. Encourage them to use one devotion at home 
each week as they prepare to celebrate Christmas.

• Host a Mom’s Day Out or other community event. Use the devotions 
to tell the story of Christmas to all the children who attend. Th en give 
each family a Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet and their own set 
of devotions to take home.

However you choose to use the magnet and devotions, we pray that they 
will draw many individuals and families closer to their Savior, Jesus, as they 
prepare for Christmas this joyful season.

May our Lord continue to bless all the work you do for his people!

Miracle in the Manger
Family Devotions to Accompany

Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet

© 2012 CTA, Inc. Permission to make photocopies or reproduce
by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted only to the
original purchaser and is intended for use within a church or other
Christian organization, but not for resale.

Scripture quotations are from the King James Version of the Bible.
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Devotion 1: A Stable
Getting Ready

Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Also mark your 
Bible at today’s Bible verse (Isaiah 49:1, 3) so you can read it 
from your Bible during the devotion.

If you will be speaking to a large group, place today’s stable 
ornament magnet piece on a metal cookie sheet or pizza pan. 
On the reverse side of the pan, place the magnetic wreath. As 
you present the devotion, hold the pan so everyone can easily 
see today’s puzzle piece. Or plan to move through the group with 
the cookie sheet so that every child has the opportunity to see the 
stable piece up close. As you conclude, move today’s magnet to the back 
side of the pan so that children can see what it looks like when the ornament is on the wreath. (Th e 
magnet pieces will layer, so the ornament can be placed directly on the wreath.)

Th ink about how to distribute the Miracle in a Manger Devotion Magnet pieces you will send home 
with the children. If your group is large, ask a volunteer or two for help in distributing the pieces. 

Introduction

(As you begin, hide the cookie sheet with magnetic pieces behind you. Warmly greet the children and invite 
them to sit down near you.)

Let’s play the “Opposite Game” today, shall we? I’ll say a word, and then you say its opposite. If I say 
hot, you say cold. If I say big, what would you say? (Little, small.) What if I said daytime? (Nighttime.) 
If I said tall? (Short.) If I said on? (Off .) 

I like to think that Christmas is all about opposites. Listen, and I’ll explain.

Getting to the Heart

When God fi rst made the world, it was perfect. Th ere was no sin, no pain, no tears. No one cried. 
No one got hurt or sick. No one died. But then Adam and Eve disobeyed God. Because they sinned, 
God’s perfect world became imperfect. Now, God’s happy world was sad. God’s perfect world was 
imperfect.  

God still loved the world he had made. He loved his sad, sinful world so very much that he made a 
happy, holy plan. God planned to send a Savior to rescue us from our sins. Th e Savior would be both 
a king and a servant. Here’s what the Bible says about that: (Read Isaiah 49:1 and 3 from your Bible). 

A king is the opposite of a servant. A king lives in a palace—a wonderful, beautiful, comfortable place. 
A king has power. He rules over others. A servant’s home is not always comfortable. A servant has no 
power. A servant doesn’t rule others. 

(Show your listeners the wreath section of the magnet.) Do you have a wreath on your door at home? 
Why do we put wreaths on our door? Th at’s right, because it’s Christmastime! Wreaths are 
decorations that people put up this time of year, when we are celebrating the birthday of a King!
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(Show your listeners the stable ornament magnet.) Does this look like a home for a king or for a 
servant? Really, a stable is a place for animals! Not even a lowly servant would usually stay in such an 
uncomfortable, humble place. Yet that’s where our Savior, King Jesus, was born. Jesus will be a servant, 
God said, “in whom I will be glorifi ed” (Isaiah 49:3).

(Put the wreath on the back of the cookie sheet and place the stable ornament on the wreath.)

Jesus, our Servant-King, was born that fi rst Christmas night in a lowly manger. He never did anything 
wrong, but Jesus, our Servant-King, was punished for all of our sins on his cross. Jesus died in our 
place and came alive again. Now, God forgives our sins. He is our Friend—our Best Friend Forever! 
When our life here on this earth ends, we will live with Jesus in heaven.

Taking It Home

A miracle is something that only God can do. We’re going to learn about a lot of miracles that 
happened when Jesus was born. Each time we talk about a miracle—something that only God can 
do—we’ll put another ornament on our special wreaths. When we have all of the ornaments, our 
wreaths will tell the story of the greatest Miracle we celebrate at Christmas!

Let’s thank our Servant-King for all he has done for us. I’ll say some words and you repeat them after 
me.

(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)

Dear Jesus,
we are so glad you came to be our Savior.
Help us live
as your happy, forgiven children
today and always.
Amen.

(Give each child a Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet wreath to take home, and distribute today’s 
ornament to the children. As you do so, remind each child that Jesus, the Servant-King, loves them very 
much! His love is a miracle—a Christmas miracle!)

Devotion 1: A Stable (Continued)
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Devotion 2: Mary
Getting Ready

Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Also mark your 
Bible so you can quickly fi nd today’s Bible selection (Luke 
1:26–33).

Place the Mary ornament magnet on one side of a cookie 
sheet or metal pizza pan. Assemble the Miracle in the Manger 
Devotion Magnet by positioning the wreath on the back of 
the pan and placing the stable ornament on the wreath. As you 
present the devotion, hold the pan so everyone can easily see it. 
Or plan to move through the group with the cookie sheet so that 
every child has the opportunity to see the magnet piece up close. Note 
that you will transfer the ornament depicting Mary to the wreath on the back side of the pan as you 
present the devotion. 

Have extra Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet wreaths on hand, and plan to distribute the fi rst 
two ornament pieces to children who didn’t receive the fi rst piece last time. 

Introduction

(Warmly greet the children, and invite them to sit near you. As you begin, hide the cookie sheet behind you.)

Is your family getting ready for Christmas? What do you do in your family to get ready? (Invite several 
volunteers to answer.)

Some families decorate their house or their yard. Some families put up a Christmas tree. Some 
families buy gifts or send Christmas cards. Getting ready for Christmas can be a lot of fun, but it can 
take a long time!

Today we will talk about someone else who needed to get ready. Baby Jesus’ mother, Mary, needed to 
get ready for the very fi rst Christmas. 

Getting to the Heart

(Show the children the Mary ornament magnet as you read today’s Bible story—Luke 1:26–33—from a 
child-friendly version of the Bible. Or summarize the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary in your own words.)

Th e Bible tells us about a Christmas miracle. And what a miracle it was! How surprised Mary must 
have been to hear the angel’s message. People had been getting ready for the Savior to be born for a 
long, long, long, long time! Now—fi nally—it was about to happen! After years and years and years of 
waiting, the Savior was about to be born. Mary would be his mother.

Th e angel Gabriel told Mary all about this. It would be a miracle. (A miracle is something only God 
can do.) Mary didn’t have a husband. What’s more, Mary’s little Baby would not be like any other 
baby. Th e angel told her, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest” (Luke 1:32). 
Th is special Baby would be God’s very own Son! Th at Baby would be God himself. Imagine that! 
Mary’s Baby was a tiny human baby, and he was God, too, all at the same time. What a miracle—a 
Christmas miracle! 
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Jesus was God’s Son, born to be our Savior. 

(As you say this, place the Mary ornament piece on the wreath on the back of the cookie sheet.) 

Jesus, God’s own Son, gave up his heavenly home to be born in a lowly stable. Jesus loved us that 
much! What a miracle! 

Here’s a little poem to help you remember that miracle:

(Encourage the children to repeat the words after you and mimic your actions.)

Little Baby Jesus sleeping in the hay. (Tilt your head to “sleep” on your hands.)

 You’re God’s special miracle, born on Christmas Day. (Rock the “baby” in folded arms.)

Taking It Home

Let’s pray to thank Jesus for his love. I’ll say the words fi rst and you repeat them after me. 

(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)

Dear Savior Jesus,
thank you for coming
on that fi rst Christmas
to be our Savior.
Th ank you for your love.
We love you too, Jesus!
Amen.

(Distribute today’s Miracle in the Manger magnet pieces, giving last week’s piece to the children who did 
not receive it last time. As you do so, remind each child that Jesus loves them very much! His love for us is a 
miracle—something only God can do!)

Devotion 2: Mary (Continued)
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Devotion 3: Joseph
Getting Ready

Place the ornament magnet for today ( Joseph) on one side 
of a metal cookie sheet. Assemble the Miracle in the Manger 
Devotion Magnet by positioning the wreath on the back of the 
pan and placing the stable and Mary ornaments on the wreath. 
If you will be speaking to a large group, plan to move through 
the group with the tray so that every child has an opportunity 
to see the pieces up close as you present the devotion.

Bookmark Matthew 1:20–21 in your Bible so you can fi nd it 
quickly. 

Have extra Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet wreaths and ornaments 
from the past two weeks available to send home with children who have not previously received them. 

Introduction

(As you begin, hide the cookie sheet behind you as you have previously. Warmly welcome the children and 
invite them to sit down near you.)

Have you ever had a special dream, a dream you remembered when you woke up, a dream that made 
you feel happy and warm inside? Th e Bible tells us about a very special dream that God gave to 
Joseph. (Show the children the Joseph ornament magnet.) Listen, and I’ll tell you all about this special 
dream.

Getting to the Heart

(Move among the children so they can see the ornament magnet featuring Joseph. 

Th en read Matthew 1:20–21 from your Bible.)

Joseph was engaged to Mary. Th ey were planning to become husband and wife. One night, while 
Joseph slept, an angel came to Joseph in a dream. Th e angel had some surprising news for Joseph, news 
of a miracle. Th e angel said, “Joseph, Mary is pregnant. She is going to have a Baby. You are not the 
Baby’s father. Mary’s Baby is God’s own Son, so don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. Mary’s Baby 
will be the Savior everyone has wait for. When the Baby is born, name him Jesus.”

God wanted to make sure that Joseph knew how special Mary’s Baby would be. Th e angel told him, 
“He shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). Baby Jesus would be our Savior! God 
also wanted Joseph to know that everything would work out okay. “Don’t be afraid,” the angel said to 
Joseph. 

I wonder if Joseph remembered the angel’s words as the little family traveled the long road to 
Bethlehem. How do you think Joseph felt when he was told, “We have no room for you! Th e king 
ordered everyone to return to his hometown to be counted. Bethlehem is fi lled with people! No room! 
Go away!” 

(Move the Joseph ornament piece to the wreath on the back of the cookie sheet.) 
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What must Joseph have thought when the only shelter he and Mary could fi nd was a little stable? Was 
Joseph worried? Did he remember the angel’s words, “Don’t be afraid”? 

God knew that his Son, Jesus, would be born in the stable. He knew Jesus’ fi rst cradle would be an 
animals’ feed box—a manger. God knew the baby Savior’s fi rst visitors would be shepherds from the 
nearby fi elds. It was all part of God’s plan—his Christmas miracle.

(Help the children remember today’s Christmas miracle by repeating the poem from last time.

Encourage the children to repeat the words after you and mimic your actions.)

Little Baby Jesus sleeping in the hay, (Tilt your head to “sleep” on your hands.)

You’re God’s special miracle, born on Christmas Day. (Rock the “baby” in folded arms.)

Taking It Home

Let’s thank our heavenly Father for sending Jesus, the Miracle in the manger, to save us. I will say the 
prayer and you repeat the words after me:

(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)

Dear heavenly Father,
we praise and thank you
for sending Jesus.
Help us to share
the good news of salvation
with everyone we meet.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

(Distribute today’s Miracle in the Manger magnet pieces and give pieces from the past weeks to children 
who did not receive them previously. As you do, remind the children that Jesus died and rose for each of us. 
Jesus will love us forever! Jesus is the Miracle in the manger!)

Devotion 3: Joseph (Continued)
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Devotion 4: Baby Jesus
Getting Ready

Familiarize yourself with this devotion. Place a bookmark in 
your Bible at Luke 2:6–7 so you can fi nd it quickly during the 
devotion. 

Assemble the Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnet by 
positioning the wreath on a metal cookie sheet and placing all 
of the ornaments on the wreath. Put the pan inside a box and 
wrap it in Christmas paper. Print the word “MIRACLES” in 
large letters on the outside of the box.

Have a few extra Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnets available 
to send home with children who have not previously received one. If 
possible, plan to give an extra set to each child. Ask that they use them 
to share the Christmas miracle with someone in the coming week.

Introduction

(Warmly greet the children and invite everyone to sit down 
around you.)

Christmas is a time for gift-giving, isn’t it? When do you open 
Christmas gifts in your family? (Let a few volunteers answer.)

Someone left us a Christmas gift here at church. I wonder what’s 
inside. Who can read this word? (Point to the word MIRACLES you 
printed on the box earlier.)

What is a miracle? Yes, a miracle is something only God can do. 

Getting to the Heart

(Invite a volunteer to help you unwrap the gift box. Remove the cookie sheet and show the complete Miracle 
in the Manger wreath with the ornaments to the children.) 

Do you see God’s special gift to us, the Miracle in the manger? I’ll give you a clue. (Read Luke 2:6–7 
from your Bible.) It’s Jesus! (Point to the fi nal ornament piece—the Baby Jesus.) 

Jesus is the greatest Christmas Miracle of all. Remember what we’ve learned about the miracle of 
God’s love? Only God could love us enough to want to save us from our sins and death by sending 
Jesus to be born in a lowly stable. (Point to the stable ornament magnet.) Th e miracle of God’s love 
caused him to promise the Savior long, long, long ago, when Adam and Eve fi rst disobeyed in the 
Garden of Eden. God’s love for sinners was indeed a miracle—something only God could do!

We’ve also learned that Mary became the mother of Jesus. Th at was another miracle—something only 
God can do! (Point to Mary, the second ornament piece.) Jesus humbled himself to grow inside Mary’s 
womb. Mary’s baby would grow up and face the same kind of troubles we face. But Jesus would not 
sin—not even one time! Th at’s a miracle for sure!
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Joseph is part of the Christmas miracle, too. (Point to the Joseph ornament magnet.) An angel told 
Joseph in a dream about God’s Christmas Miracle, Mary’s Baby—Jesus. God kept Joseph and Mary 
safe as they traveled the long road to Bethlehem. God helped Joseph fi nd a safe place where Jesus 
could be born—the stable in Bethlehem. Jesus was born in that stable! Th e Bible tells us that Mary 
“brought forth her fi rstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger” 
(Luke 2:7). Jesus is the Christmas Miracle in the manger. (Point to the ornament magnet showing Baby 
Jesus.) 

Only God could fi x the problem of our sin. God did that by sending Jesus to be our Savior. Jesus grew 
up and died for us on the cross. Th en another great miracle happened! Jesus rose from the dead. It’s a 
miracle—it’s something only God could do.

Now we can know for sure all our sins are forgiven. We can know for sure that Jesus loves us and will 
always love us. We can know for sure that we will live in heaven some day with our Savior, Jesus. We 
know for sure God wants us to share the Miracle in the manger with everyone around us!

Taking It Home

(Point to the star-shaped Miracle in the Manger ornament.) Go ahead and put this star-shaped 
ornament on your wreath or another special place to remind you why we celebrate Christmas—or you 
could give it to a friend! If they ask you about the Miracle in the manger, you can tell them about Jesus’ 
birth and God’s great love.

Let’s thank Jesus for his love. I’ll start the prayer, then you pray the words after me: 

(After each line of the prayer, pause while the children repeat your words.)

Dear Jesus,
you must really love us a lot!
Th ank you for all of the Christmas miracles,
but most of all
thanks for loving us enough
to become our Savior.
Help us share
the good news of Christmas
with other people.
Amen. 

(Distribute the last ornament for the Devotion Magnet to each child. 
Also distribute Miracle in the Manger Devotion Magnets to children 
who have not previously received them. If possible, give a second 
magnet wreath with ornaments to each child, asking that he or she use 
them to share the Miracle in the manger with one other person.)

Devotion 4: Baby Jesus (Continued)


