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Well, we wanted snow and we got it… even as I type, we are in the midst of a North Dakota 
winter storm!  We have been enjoying a time of rest, seeing family, friends, and are now gearing 
up for the rest of our “work” that we will be doing while on home assignment. 
 
Leaving 
We were so grateful for smooth transitions as we left Uganda.  In the last few weeks that we 
were there, Syd was able to finish off a bunch of projects, aided by the Jacksons.  Syd ended 
up having to battle termites and ants that were trying to eat our attic and rafters.  We did the 
best we could and just trust the Lord that our roof will still be solid when we return; thanks to all 
who prayed for this! 
 
We packed up the house and packed our bags and actually finished that process a day early!!!  
That gave us time to say good-byes unhurriedly and reflect a little on the last 3 years before 
leaving.  As our plane lifted off Ugandan soil at 1am on the 16th, we felt a mixture of excitement 
(to be going “home”), bittersweetness (leaving a place in which so much had happened), and 
peace (we left camp in good hands and were putting our first term behind us). 
 
A Bit of England  
We enjoyed a five day layover in England, visiting the Kemps and Casebows, friends that Syd 
has known through the years at New Hope.  We had a fantastic time with both families and 
really enjoyed this short stay as a helpful transition between our two worlds.  We LOVED the 
cold air that hit us when we stepped off the plane steps onto the runway, and we were wowed 
by the wide, smooth, MARKED roads, not to mention carpet and dishwashers! 
 
Arriving “Home”  
We have been in the states for over a month.  We have really enjoyed time with both of our 
families as well as some friends along the way in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and North Dakota.  
And we have enjoyed our share of good ice cream, cereal, crackers, pizza, and even 
strawberries.  Malachi has been doing well in adjusting to this new life…and he LOVES carpet!  
It’s great for him to finally be around family, but we also hope that he doesn’t forget our friends 
back in Uganda.  Whenever we see someone who looks Ugandan, he will just follow them with 
his eyes until they are out of sight—you can tell he is trying to figure things out! 
 
Recently we have had some downtime to catch up on life, including reading different books and 
spending refreshing time with the Lord.  Finding rest in the Lord despite our circumstances and 
surroundings has become a focal point as we face different struggles even here in America… 
maybe we thought we were leaving all of our struggles behind us in our other home, Uganda .  
Anyway, we are grateful for the Lord’s persistent, faithful love and grace in our lives.   
 
We will be in the Dakota area through mid-July and hope to see many of you during this time.  If 
you want to get together, please contact us! (605-210-2515)  Much love,  

Prayer 
A few things you could pray 
for… 
• Continued spiritual 

refreshment and growth 
• Safety as we travel a lot 

of miles 
• Malachi’s adjustment to 

many new situations 
• We are still looking for a 

car from June - January 
• The baby on the way 

(due Sept. 30) 
 
We are so thankful for a 
safe trip to America.  All of 
our luggage arrived with us.  
We have been excited to 
hear news from Musana 
that construction on the 
meeting hall is well 
underway.  Hopefully it will 
be finished when campers 
come in May! 
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