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The evidence of nature… 
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth…From one man he made all the nations…”  Acts 17:24,26 
 

 Science does not need to conflict with faith.  Christianity does not 
demand that we make a leap of faith into irrationality.  A brilliant 
intellect and academic inquiry are not enemies of faith. 

 

The teaching and resurrection of Jesus… 
God “has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man 
he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him 
from the dead.”  Acts 17:31,18 
 

 An intellectually honest person has to decide a response to the 
historical record of Jesus:  His power and compassion, His ability 
to forgive sins and heal people, His authority in expelling demons 
and eliminating disease, and His final victory over death.  

 

The anticipation of a future judgment… 
“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent.  For he has set a day when he will judge the 
world with justice…”  Acts 17:30-31 
 

 A truly wise person lives each day with the end in mind.   

 
…Call for me to make a personal response: 
“When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some sneered, but 
others said, ‘We want to hear you again on this subject.’”  Acts 17:32-34 
 

 In Paul’s day and today, there are 3 potential responses to the 
truth claims of Christianity: 

 

1. I can reject Christ (“some sneered”). 
 

2. I can continue seeking…for a time (“some wanted to hear more”).   
 

3. I can accept Christ and follow him (“some became followers”).   

Responding personally to Jesus 
If you want to accept Christ and begin to follow him, you can invite him to 
have his rightful place in your life today.  He is listening to you!  You can 
talk to him like this: 

Lord Jesus, I believe that the Bible is accurate in what it teaches, and 
that the claims you made about yourself are true:  you are the Son of 
God, you lived a perfect life, and you died in my place and came back 
to life.  I ask you to come into my life as my Savior and Lord. Please 
forgive me of all the wrong things I’ve done. I want to leave those 
behind and begin following you. In every area of my life, I want you to 
lead me.  Help me to know you better.  Thank you for coming into my 
life. Thank you for accepting me as your follower and friend, and 
making me part of your family, for this life and for my eternity. Amen.   

 
Continuing the investigation 
One of the most significant moves a person can make to strengthen the 
intellectual foundation for their Christian faith is to learn from competent, 
well-respected authors.  Here are a few that have been helpful for me: 

 The Reason for God and Making Sense of God, Tim Keller.  New 
York Times bestsellers that address today’s audience with humility 
and intelligent reasoning.  Widely acclaimed as some of the best-
written books for skeptics and doubters who are investigating. 

 Gunning for God:  Why the New Atheists are missing the target, 
John Lennox.  Professor of Mathematics at the University of Oxford. 

 The Case for Christ and The Case for Faith, Lee Strobel.  Includes 
chapters such as “Can the Biographies of Jesus Be Trusted?”; 
“Does Archaeology Confirm or Contradict Jesus’ Biographies?”; 
“Was Jesus Really Convinced that he was the Son of God?” The 
second book responds to objections to the Christian faith such as 
suffering and evil; miracles and science; the existence of hell. 

 Jesus Among Other Gods:  The Absolute Claims of the Christian 
Message, Ravi Zacharias.  Great insights from a leading apologist. 

 Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis.  A classic that has been instrumental 
in the conversion of Chuck Colson and many others.     

 If you prefer the internet or YouTube, check out any of the authors 
above online.  Also, John Dickson, Rebecca Pippert, Hugh Ross. 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 


