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There is a brief lull at Musana as one group left at the beginning of the week and the next group 
doesn’t come until the end of the week.  We feel a bit like we are at a rest stop in a marathon, 
refueling with some water and small food before getting back in the race  
 
Thanksgiving 
Since we last wrote, we have hosted 5 groups –Heart of David and Watoto came back-to-back 
in June and July.  Both were returning groups, so it was neat to reconnect and continue  
building relationships as we served their unique needs.  Masulita (pictured above) was our next 
group at the end of July, a group of street children from a rehab home started by the president’s 
wife.  It was incredible to have the privilege to share God’s truth and love with kids whose 
backgrounds are full of hardship and stress from living on the streets of Kampala.  They had  
an amazing time, didn’t want to leave, and best of all, more than 15 of them indicated that they 
gave their lives to the Lord!  We are praying for God’s truth to continue changing and molding 
them as they are back in their “everyday”.  Following them came Worcester Family from the 
Kasana Children’s Center.  It is always a joy to have New Hope people here since many of 
them are like family.  The group did their own teaching which was a nice break enabling Syd 
and Medie to be able to work on other camp-related things.  We just finished hosting another 
New Hope group, Heart of Worship (the youth that help lead worship at Kasana) this past 
weekend.  It was neat to hear people sharing about how the beauty of the place led them to 
worship and desire to spend more time with their Creator. 
 
In the midst of these camps, Syd went back to Kasana for the annual Thanksgiving  
celebration, a time that the ministry has to report on and celebrate what the Lord has done  
over the year.  This year, New Hope had the privilege of having Mrs. Museveni, (pictured below 
right) the president’s wife, join the celebration and dedicate the new baby house and attend the 
official launching of Musana FM, New Hope’s radio station (the radio station is not directly tied 
to Musana Camps despite the same name!  The radio station is in Kiwoko, 4+ hours from  
Musana Camps).  Syd got to be the official photographer of the event.   
 
We are so thankful for all that the Lord has done in this ministry throughout the past year: 
bringing more great staff, building unity amongst us, growing relationships with the community, 
continued construction of facilities and lots of people that have come through our programs and 
heard the Truth in God’s Word. 
 
 

Staff Changes 
Looking ahead, there are some 
significant changes for staff  
here at Musana.  We are 
looking forward to adding Eva, 
Medie’s soon-to-be-wife to our 
community here.  The Jacksons 
are having their baby around  
the end of September and then 
they will be leaving for home 
assignment in December.  The 
biggest change for us is the loss 
of the Bouffard family.  Through 
much prayer, they decided that 
it was best for them as a family 
to remain in the states as their 
home assignment comes to an 
end.  All of this means that our 
roles continue to change and 
flex.  We are grateful that we  
will have more staff with us 
(compared to our first years 
here) during the Jacksons’ 
home assignment, but we will 
definitely be feeling the weight 
of both them and the Bouffards 
being gone!   
 
With that said, if you have 
construction experience and are 
interested in coming over to 
help during this next year please 
contact us.  We are praying that 
someone will come help us. 
 
 
 

Work Projects 
We have also had 2 teams with us over the past 
month.  A team from the Jackson’s home church was 
here for two weeks doing various projects and helping 
with a medical outreach which the other team (made 
up of a doctor, his wife, and EMT-trained son from 
Rapid City, SD) came to do. (pictured left) We love 
doing these medical outreaches as they are a great 
opportunity to show the community that we care. This 
particular outreach was geared towards children in the 
area as well as our staff.  We held the clinic in the shell 
of our very own clinic—very exciting! 
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The day before the outreach, the Jackson’s team was busy helping Nathan put on the roof so 
that those who came could be out of the sun and possible rain.  Staff and team members 
prayed with individuals after they had received treatment.  Throughout the day, the gospel 
was shared with those who were waiting for their turn to see the doctor.  A total of over 200 
patients were seen in 2 days! 
 
Several projects have been going on including building a new camp workshop (the camp has 
already grown out of the first one located by our house!) thanks to money raised by people in 
the Dakotas. (Pictured right) A stone’s throw from the workshop site is a newly constructed 
house for our “mulalo”, or staff member who herds the cattle and other animals for enterprise.  
Currently, that staff member is Mwanje, a great guy who grew up at Kasana.  We are also in 
process of adding on 6 showers to accommodate the larger groups that are coming to camp.   
 
 
 
  

Please pray! 
• For a safe delivery and 

healthy baby for the 
Jacksons.  Baby #3 is due 
at the end of September. 

• For Medie’s upcoming 
wedding and a strong start 
to his and Eva’s marriage. 

• For spiritual impact in the 
upcoming groups as well as 
our surrounding community. 

• For funding for camp 
operational expenses. 

• For Malachi and Eva’s 
hearts to be turned towards 
us and ultimately the Lord; 
Wisdom as we are training 
them up. 

• For the time with the New 
Hope accounts staff and 
clarity as Syd moves ahead 
with the overall financial 
picture. 

• For encouragement and 
good connections with  

• other camps at the 
conference in Kenya. 

 

One of the biggest current helps in Syd’s eyes is the near 
completion of an extended camp storehouse(pictured left).  
We now have 5 different storerooms, most all of them with 
shelving already.  Over this past month, Syd, Nathan, Medie, 
and Namukasa have been able to move into a “new” office 
because of the additional storage room.  We took half of the 
original duplex that we lived in and are turning it into an 
office; up until now, that half of the duplex had served as a 
storeroom.  It’s great to have office space outside of our 
homes and have a common meeting place where staff can 
discuss things and be more efficient in communication. 
 
Coming up  
This week the NHU accounts staff is here to work with Syd 
and Namukasa on camp finances and accounting.  We are 
praying for this to be a really profitable time. While they are 
still here, 1MoreChild is bringing back 2 groups of kids—5 
days of boys and 5 days of girls.  The camp calendar slows 
down in September—we only have one weekend booked for 
our first womanhood retreat.  Syd and Medie are going to an 
East African Christian Camping conference in Kenya the first 
week of September.  After that, the Jacksons are leaving for 
Kampala to wait for the arrival of #3 and Medie is leaving to 
get married on September 29th.  Syd is in the wedding so we 
will be gone for a week or so to Kasana during that time.  
Somewhere during September we hope to take a breath   
On that note though, we will admit that we are tired!  We are 
asking the Lord to remind us to look to Him for rest and 
strength for each day.   
 
Our internet has been down for over a week now which adds 
challenges for us.  In fact, we are sending this newsletter 
with some friends that were visiting us for a few days.  Once 
we get back online, we hope to post some pictures and more 
updates…so check back soon!  We love hearing how you 
are doing, so drop us a line when you get a chance!   
 

We thought we’d add in a little 
about the kids.  Eva is busy 
being cute and learning things—
how to wave, do a high five, 
clap, and hit a ball with a  
hockey stick to name a few.  I 
often find her making a bee-line 
for the door as she loves being 
outside, watching her brother 
and “petting” the dogs.  And 
lately she is happiest when 
someone is helping her walk. 
 
Malachi LOVES when groups 
are here.  He wants to spend  
all of his time down at camp 
when activities are going on.  
He tries to use his little bit of 
Luganda to communicate with 
the kids that he ends of playing 
with.  It’s funny to hear him 
trying to get his friends to come 
with him by saying “genda” (go) 
instead of “jangu” (come).  
Somehow language isn’t too 
essential to playing at the age  
of 3!  His favorite pastime is 
“helping” people, whether that 
means washing clothes, digging 
in the garden, cooking supper, 
building a desk or milking cows.  
We hope that he always has  
this desire to help!  

The kids 

Therefore since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that 

so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from 

sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
Hebrews 12:1-3 


