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There’s a true story recorded in Acts 3 of a man who shows up for worship 
one day and has no idea how much his life is going to change as a result.  
What happened then, can happen today… 

 

When we have a need we can’t deal with on our own… 
Acts 3:1—“One day Peter & John were going up to the temple at the 
time of prayer—at three in the afternoon.  Now a man who was lame 
from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where 
he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.” 

 

 What need am I experiencing today that I can bring to Jesus? 

 

It’s possible we’ll receive something better than we ask for. 
Acts 3:3—“When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked 
them for money.  Peter looked straight at him, as did John.  Then 
Peter said, ‘Look at us!’  So the man gave them his attention, 
expecting to get something from them.  Then Peter said, ‘Silver or 
gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ Taking him by the right hand, he helped him 
up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.  He 
jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the 
temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.” 

He asks for money, and receives healing instead!   
 

 When we pray, are we okay with the fact that God the Father may 
give us something different than what we ask for?  Can we 
believe that our Father has a grand purpose for your life and for 
mine, that what he chooses to give us is good?  Psalm 138:8   

  

Every miracle happens because of Jesus. 
Acts 3:6,16—“In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth...”   
Peter is not the key person in this account, nor is John.  It’s Jesus!   
He’s a real person from a real place, and is still alive…even today! 

When this miracle is reported to the skeptical religious leaders of the 
day, they want to know who’s responsible. Peter and John are clear: 
Acts 4:7,10,30—“They had Peter and John brought before them: ‘By 
what power or what name did you do this?’  Peter said, ‘It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom 
God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.’” 

 

 Anything good that happens today will happen because of Jesus, 
who is alive and active in our world today.  “Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever.”  Hebrews 13:8 

 Skeptics and onlookers are moved when they see the power of 
Jesus on display.  “When all the people saw him walking and 
praising God, they recognized him as the same man who used to 
sit begging…and they were filled with wonder and amazement at 
what had happened to him.”  Acts 3:9-10 

 

In the Gospels, with rare exceptions, individuals who experienced the 
power of Jesus took the following actions.  

1. They approached Jesus 
2. They asked for help, some in very specific terms  
3. They demonstrated humility and admitted unworthiness 
4. They expressed faith in Jesus’ ability to heal 
5. They respectfully obeyed Jesus’ instructions 
 Is there any sin that might block the flow of his healing power 

in my life?  Am I willing to let go of that sin?   James 5:14-16  
 

Jesus can show his power by changing our circumstances, or by filling us 
with power to keep going.  Either way, it’s evidence of his grace: 

“Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away.  Each time he 
said, ‘My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.’  
So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ can work through me…For when I am weak, then I am strong.”   

2 Corinthians 12:8-10 
 

What if we encountered Jesus today?  What if we really believed… 

 He loves us like family? 

 He wants us to come to him no matter how life is going? 

 His ability is limitless? 

 He wants to show his power and grace in our lives? 
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