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NEW BOOKS FROM PCNV 
MEMBERS 
Two new books from PCNV members will be 
launched at the first two PCNV meetings for 
2013. 
 
Why Weren’t We Told? 
A handbook on Progressive Christianity 
By Rex A. E. Hunt and John W. H. Smith 
Polebridge Press, USA. 2013 
 
An international collection of articles from 30 
contributors on the themes and issues 
addressed by pprogressive Christianity.  
 
In the Foreword Professor Sir Lloyd Geering 
writes, “Progressives see the Christian cultural 
tradition as an ever evolving one, in which 
individuals are free to think through and 
enunciate for themselves the beliefs they find 
most satisfying”. 
 
The book will be launched at the PCNV 
meeting on 24 March. An order form to obtain 
copies from Mosaic Resources in Preston for 
$27.95 plus postage accompanies this 
newsletter. Copies will be available from the 
bookstall at PCNV meetings. 

  
 
Aware & Attentive 
‘Worship’ in Evolving Christianity 
by John Bodycomb 
Spectrum Publications, Melbourne, Dec 2012 
 
What does the corporate activity ‘worship’, 
‘liturgy’, ‘the service’ etc now mean for faith 
people in light of the stream of changing 
thought sweeping through western churches 
variously called “progressive” “evolving” and 
“emerging”? 

Aware and Attentive approaches these 
questions from the perspective of sociology  and 
psychology as well as 
progressive/emerging/evolving faith, and 
suggests that  it is both normal and natural for 
human beings to register awe, wonder and 
 reverence and to need ways to express this. It 
addresses the  use of silence and non-verbal 
communication including music, dance and… 
more.  

The book will be launched at the PCNV 
meeting on 24 February. Available from Mosaic 
Resources for $16.96 plus postage. Copies will 
be available from the bookstall at PCNV 
meetings. 

PCNV PROGRAM FOR 2013 
The main PCNV programs for the coming year are listed on the second page of this 
newsletter. They continue the diverse emphases of previous years – exploring the 
implications of recent scholarship for our understanding of religion, encouraging critical 
inquiry for an informed faith, considering the implications for life and ethical choices of 
progressive Christian perspectives, and encouraging understanding of other faiths (Judaism 
in 2011, Islam in 2012, Buddhism in 2013).  
 
The newsletter and information emails will continue to bring you reviews of books with a 
progressive Christian perspective and news of key events such as the meetings of Emerging 
Church, Inclusive Catholics and Sea of Faith in Melbourne and the third national Common 
Dreams conference in Canberra in September. 
 
The PCNV website has developed to be a widely used source of news and resources. If you 
miss a newsletter it is available on the website. Most PCNV addresses are available as 
downloads – pdf files or podcasts. Links to other progressive websites provide opportunities 
to explore the growing world-wide interest in progressive Christianity. 
 
 



THE PCNV PROGRAM FOR 2013 
(A topic in brackets indicates a meeting sponsored by another organisation and supported by PCNV) 

DATE  
time & venue 

TOPIC & SPEAKERS 

Sunday 24 February 
3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris 

“Making a Difference” 
Ian Anderson, Chair, Board of Oxfam 

Janet Bodycomb, GP volunteer with Asylum Seekers 
John Rogerson, Chief Executive, Australian Drug Foundation 

 
Book launch: John Bodycomb, “Aware and Attentive” 

 
Sunday 24 March 

3.00 – 5.00 pm 
Glen Iris 

“Still Defending Doubt” 
Dr Val Webb 

 
Book Launch: Rex Hunt and John Smith, “Why Weren’t We 

Told?” 
 

Wednesday 10 April 
5.30 – 6.45 pm 
Malvern East 

“Resurrection Stories for Non-literal Thinkers” 
Professor David Tacey 

Sunday 28 April 
3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris 

“Buddhism in an Australian Context” 
Dr Anna Halafoff 

 

Sunday 26 May 
3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris 
Wednesday 29 May 

7.30 pm 
(TBA) 

“Jesus’ Parables in their Jewish Context” 
Amy-Jill Levine 

 
(CCJ meeting: “How Jews and Christians read the Bible 

Differently“ 
Amy-Jill Levine) 

 
Thursday 30 May 

Time TBA 
 

(”Conversation with Bishop Gene Robinson” 
BMW Edge, Federation Square?) 

Sunday 28 July 
3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris 

“The Australian churches – Are they going down the drain?” 
Dr Philip Hughes 

 
Wednesday 14 August 

 5.00 pm 
(TBA) 

“The Influence of Paul on the Gospel Writers” 
Dr Kathy Ehrensperger 

19 – 22 September 
CANBERRA 

 

Common Dreams 3 
CANBERRA 

Sunday 27 October 
3.00 – 5.00 pm 

 

TBA 
 

Sunday 24 November 
3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris 

“Ethical Dilemmas in Saving and Taking Lives” 
Rev Dr Allen Edwards 

Dr Harley Powell 
Assoc Professor Christopher Wright 
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METAPHORS SATURATED WITH MEANING 
 

Myth points to the realities of the spirit, which can be expressed in no other way. In 
Shakespeare's words, myth 'bodies forth the forms of things unknown'. Myth is our only way of 
making sense of the unknown. Myths are not empty or hollow: they point to something beyond 
themselves, to what I would call spiritual reality. There can be no final descriptions of ultimate 
reality, because it is unknown to us and beyond the reach of our minds. We can only manage 
interpretations of it, and this is the role of myth. We need to try to befriend myth again, and realise 
it serves our need to make connections with the world beyond the senses and reason. But to 
have mistaken myths for facts is a colossal error of religion. If it wants to recover power it will 
have to be via the power of myth, its true domain. 
… 
At the mystical stage, one experiences the metaphors as alive, numinous and saturated with 
meaning. One sees through and beyond the metaphors to the spiritual realities to which they 
point, and this has an enlivening and transformative effect. Too many 'progressive' people do not 
experience the power of metaphor. They are still, dare I say, emotionally attached to the old 
position that says that something is real only if it is historically true. The metaphorical is a poor 
consolation for the loss of the historically-based revelation, complete with miracles, wonders and 
a supernatural God. Their faith is dependent on signs, and when the signs dissolve there is not 
much left. Jesus warned against this: he saw the need for supernatural signs as an expression of 
a lack of faith. In Mark we are told that the Pharisees called for signs: 
 
To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, 'Why does this 
generation ask for a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, no sign will be given to it.' Mark 8:12 
 
Like Jesus, I sigh deeply when people ask for a miraculous sign. Still today the Pharisee in us, 
that is, the literal thinker, asks for a sign from Christ, proof of his virgin birth or his physical 
resurrection. And the churches say: proof is to be found in the gospels. The faith of those who 
rely on such wonders, according to Northrop Frye, 'remains on the psychologically primitive level'. 
As the psychologist Jung put it, 'Miracles appeal only to the understanding of those who cannot 
perceive the meaning'. Whether the miracles actually occurred as stated in the scriptures is 
beside the point. The real point is: what do they point to? What do they mean? How am I to 
realise this metaphor or symbol in my life, in my consciousness of myself and my relationship with 
God? 
 
Dr David Tacey, Beyond  Literal Thinking in Religion. Address to PCNV 27 May 2012. 
The full text of this address is available as a pdf file download on the website of the Progressive 
Christian Network of Victoria: www.pcnvictoria.org.au  See “Texts and podcasts from earlier PCNV 
events”. 
Professor Tacey will address a PCNV meeting on Wednesday April 10 on “ Resurrection Stories 
for Non-literal Thinkers”. See the program  outline in this Newsletter. 
 

 

THE PUBLIC HAS FIRED THE CHURCH 
 
‘In my corner of the world, the public has metaphorically fired the mainline church. They’ve sent a 
message saying that they will no longer be needing our services, thank you very much – at least 
not as we’ve been delivering them. For many reasons, mainstream culture has decided that we’ve 
squandered the sacred treasure and are no longer fit to be stewards of the Holy One’s affairs. 
Those interested in spirituality are fleeing to the mountains and forests, to Buddhist temples, or to 
the sanctuary of a yoga studio. These are, unquestionably, sacred venues where the all-pervasive 
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Spirit moves. But we need to sort out – now – exactly what our business is, and then get to work 
with a holy shrewdness.’ (Prologue) 
 
'The future is in our hands. It's time to stop waiting for an external God to intervene. The truth is 
that God's been waiting for us'. (Pages 138-139). 
 
Bruce Sanguin, The Emerging Church: A Model for Change and a Map for Renewal. 
Woodlake Books. 2008. $36.51 plus postage from Mosaic Resources, Preston. 
www.mosaicresources.com.au 
 
 

Christian spirituality grounded in a common creation story 
 

“I then piped in with the possibility of an evolutionary Christian spirituality that was grounded itself 
in a common creation story, empirically verifiable, and which could build a bridge across the great 
divide between religions, and religion and atheistic humanism. For those who are spiritually 
inclined, let’s learn to tell this story as a sacred narrative, the unfolding of Spirit in space and time; 
and point out that humans share 90% of their DNA with all life forms and 98.6% of their genetic 
material with chimpanzees. (Only 1.4% of our DNA is distinctive to humans); we are therefore kin 
with all. This is not an abstraction, it is a biospiritual truth; we are all part of the kin-dom of 
God/Spirit.”  …. 
 
“I don’t expect that my brothers and sisters, or their families, will give church as it now exists a 
second chance. Who can blame them? But I’ll continue to do what I can to help the church 
reinvent itself  in a way that reflects 21st century realities.” 
 
Bruce Sanguin’s Blog on Evolutionary Christianity. “Dinner conversation” October 7, 2010 
 
 

In  the  Beginning  Was  Heresy  
The  Many  Christs  of  Early  Christianity  
Ancient  Creeds,  Contemporary  Faith  

The  Historical  Jesus  
  

The topics above listed for a seminar in February to be offered by Westar Institute in the USA with 
the title “Heresy and Orthodoxy in Early Christianity” provide a vivid illustration of the impact of 
recent scholarship for how we understand the development of Christianity. 
 
“According to the official tradition, the unity that Jesus intended for his church was safeguarded by 
the orthodox teaching of the apostles and their successors, the bishops. Heresies emerged when 
false teachers rejected original truths. However, the actual history of early Christianity is very 
different and far more interesting: from the beginning Christians followed conflicting truths and 
argued vigorously over their differences. In sessions entitled In the Beginning Was Heresy, The 
Many Christs of Early Christianity, and Ancient Creeds, Contemporary Faith, and the Historical 
Jesus, scholars of the Jesus Seminar will explore the ways in which decisions about what is 
orthodox had as much to do with earthly politics as with heavenly truths. “  
 

Heresy & Orthodoxy in Early Christianity  
Featuring Robert J. Miller and Arthur J. Dewey 
Westar Institute, Jesus Seminar on the Road, February 8-9, 2013. Austin, Texas 
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Emerging Church  
2013 

What does the Emerging Church say 
about Good Friday, Resurrection, 
Pentecost and Jesus’ teaching?   

Why is it different? 
 

Come along and find out! 
 

Worship on 3rd Sunday of each month, 
February to November 

Venue: Manningham Uniting Church, 
Anderson’s Creek Road, 

East Doncaster 
Melways 34 E6 

 
Time: 5:00 – 6:30pm, including meal 

 
Please bring food for a shared light meal  

following the service 
 

For more information: 
parki@netspace.net.au 

 
 

Significant internet contacts 
 

Progressive Christian Network of Victoria 
www.pcnvictoria.org.au 
 
Sea of Faith in Australia (SoFiA) 
www.sof-in-australia.org       
 
A progressive Christian Voice (Australia)  
(APCV) 
http://www.facebook.com/AProgressiveChri
stianVoiceAustralia 
 
The JesusDatabase 
Wiki.faithfutures.org 
 
ProgressiveChristianity.org 
A key USA progressive website 
 
Canadian Centre for Progressive 
Christianity 
www.progressivechristianity.ca 
 
Westar Institute 
westarinstitute.org 

 

INCLUSIVE CATHOLICS MASS 

 
Celebrant: Fr Greg Reynolds 

 
Every first and third Sunday at 5.00 pm 

Glen Iris Road Uniting Church 
200 Glen Iris Rd, Glen Iris. 

To welcome all Catholics and Christians 
but especially 

the disenfranchised and the excluded. 
For detail contact  Greg Reynolds 0400 534 557 

Website: www.inclusive-catholics.com 
 
 

A PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN VOICE 
On 21 August, 2012, a new religious lobby 
group, A Progressive Christian Voice (Australia) 
Inc [APCV], was launched in Queensland.  
 
http://www.facebook.com/AProgressiveChristia
nVoiceAustralia 
 
Contact Ray Barraclouph, Secretary of  APCV,  
44 Coral Street, Maleny, QLD 4552 or email: 
dorray@westnet.com.au 

 
 

COMMON DREAMS 3 
 

Canberra 
 

19 - 22 September 2013 
 

We expect there will be a large group of PCNV 
members travelling to Canberra to meet with 
progressives from across Australia and New 
Zealand and to receive the stimulus of top 

Australian and international speakers. 
 

Details available soon 
Plan to be part of this special gathering! 

 
 

LEADERS OF PROGRESSIVE GROUPS 
will meet in June – date, venue and times 

to be arranged 
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The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria 

 
invites you to 

 

“Making a Difference”. 
How three people express their faith and values 

to make a difference 
 

with 
 

 Ian Anderson, Janet Bodycomb and John Rogerson 
     

WHEN:     Sunday 24 February 2013  
              3.00pm to 4.45pm 

    Followed by a book launch 4.45 to 5.00 pm 
 

WHERE:       Glen Iris Uniting Church,  
   Glen Iris Rd near the corner with High Street Road 
   Melway Map 60 A9. Parking in church grounds and the street 

 

THE SPEAKERS 
 

Dr Ian Anderson PhD, MLitt, FCA, CPA, FHKICPA, is a long term volunteer 
with Oxfam. He is a retired chartered accountant, who worked as a specialist tax partner 
in a major accounting firm before becoming a senior banker in structured finance.  Ian first 
became involved in social justice work in the 1970s through the old Community Aid Abroad.  
He was Chair of Oxfam Hong Kong for 10 years, Chair of Oxfam International for four years 
and involved with Oxfam Australia since the early 1970s.  Ian was Board Treasurer of Oxfam 
from 2004 to 2009 - all in a voluntary capacity.  Ian has been and remains, passionate about 
the aims of Oxfam – that in a wealthy world, poverty is unjustifiable and preventable.   
 
Oxfam Australia has been working with communities for more than 50 years to provide 
people with the skills and resources to help them create their own solutions to poverty.    
Ian says: “I have always understood that, even as a secular organisation, Oxfam is about the 
realisation of God’s kingdom and the creation of ‘the best possible world’.  My work with 
Oxfam has been a principal expression of my discipleship over many years.” 
 
Ian also regards his work with the organization called ‘Tomorrow’s Company’ as 
complementary to his work with Oxfam.  In particular he is working in the area of 
environmental sustainability in corporate practice.   
 
Dr Janet Bodycomb, BSc, MB BS, FRACGP,  is a GP who volunteers with 
Asylum seekers. 
Janet Bodycomb, was born 1959 in Geelong; she was educated in the USA, South Australia 
and the University of Melbourne.  After her science degree majoring in microbiology and 
biochemistry she qualified in medicine.  During her medical course she had clinical 
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experience in Fiji and the USA. Following hospital placements in Melbourne she has worked 
as a general practitioner in suburban practices and with student health at Monash University.   
 
She gives a day per week as a volunteer doctor with Melbourne’s ASRC (Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre). She is a member of I-CAN and also of MAPW (Medical Association for 
Prevention of War).   Her three children are university students. Her husband, Assoc Prof 
Chris Wright, an intensive care specialist, currently teaches full-time in Monash University’s 
medical faculty.   She hikes, plays tennis and is a keen gardener.  Her religious ‘pedigree’ is 
sturdily Protestant Non-conformist (Congregational).  She is not in Jack Spong’s term a 
church ‘alumnus’, as having graduated and done with it, but more an ecclesiastical ‘fringe 
dweller’. 
 
John Rogerson has been Chief Executive of the Australian Drug 
Foundation since 2008. 
John joined the Australian Drug Foundation in October 1994 as General Manager of 
Operations and has been Deputy Chief Executive and Director of Good Sports.   He was 
appointed Chief Executive of the Australian Drug Foundation in 2008. 
 
 Prior to this, John worked in the agriculture industry for 10 years, was Director of Public 
Affairs in the Department of Primary Industries, and founding General Manager of Agmedia, 
a publishing and advertising company.   
 
 He is also a member of a number of key advisory and lobbying groups, including the National 
Alliance for Action on Alcohol, Liquor Control Advisory Council (Victoria) and the Expert 
Advisory Group: Whole-of-government Victorian Alcohol and Drug Strategy. 
 

- - - 0 0 0 - - - 
 
BOOK LAUNCH 
 
A new book that deals with questions and issues faced by many people involved with 
progressive Christianity will be launched in the final 15 minutes of the meeting. 
 
Aware & Attentive: 'Worship' in Evolving Christianity 
By John Bodycomb 
Published by Spectrum Publishing: December 2012 
 
In light of the stream of changing thought sweeping through western churches, variously 
 termed "progressive", evolving" and "emerging", what does the corporate activity of 
‘worship’, ‘liturgy’, ‘the service’, etc. now mean for faith people? How should they do it? 
 Aware and Attentive approaches these questions from the perspective of sociology  and 
psychology as well as progressive/emerging/evolving faith, and suggests that  it is both 
normal and natural for human beings to register awe, wonder and  reverence and to need 
ways to express this.  It addresses the  use of silence and non-verbal communication 
including music, dance and more. 
 
RP $19.95. Available from Mosaic Resources and at the PCNV meeting. 
 
 PCNV meeting cost is $7 ($5 for members) 
 

“Open minds, open hearts, open hands” 


