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1) Ambassador Hank Cooper August 9, 2016—The Iran Nuclear Deal Still 

Stinks!: 
 
This extension of the Cold War “Mutual Assured Destruction” — or MAD strategy should 

not be expected to work in the case of those who follow Grand Ayatollah Khomeini’s 

“theology” that would accept such retaliation, “provided Islam emerges triumphant in the 

rest of the world.” 

 

Indeed, some of us have doubts that it really worked during the Cold War — we may 

have been just plain lucky. 

 

And as we have repeatedly pointed out, we are vulnerable to an attack that could shut 

down the electric power grid for an extended period of time, with the consequent 

starvation, chaos and societal collapse leading to the death of most Americans within a 

year.  Such an attack could come by a combination of physical, cyber and 

electromagnetic pulse (EMP) components. 

 

We are currently vulnerable to all three — and in addition a major coronal mass ejection 

(CME), a solar storm, will one day envelop the Earth to create a natural EMP existential 

threat, the only uncertainty is when. Such a major CME missed the Earth by about a 

week a few years ago.  And still we do little to prepare for this coming challenge to our 

existing electric power grid. 

  

2) DOE Unequipped to Handle Electric Grid Safety Management: 
  

A Joint Strategy with Canada is well conceived.  The U.S. and Canada share large 

interconnected sections of the electric grid.  The fact that most of Quebec was blacked 

out by a solar storm in 1989 did not cause DoE to think twice about leaving the threat of 

solar storms out of the strategy. 

Several of the fundamental flaws of the DoE approach were already on display with 

their joint electromagnetic pulse resilience strategy with the industry trade association 

EPRI (the Electric Power Research Institute).  The first is allowing an industry with a 

financial interest in not appearing vulnerable for their investors sake to define a risk 

down.  That will result in artificially low safety standards that contradict established risk 
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assessments in the military and by the Congressional EMP Commission.  The second is 

the ‘risk management’ system that DoE and DHS use to give low priority to low 

frequency events.  That approach in other sector specific agencies would allow for lack 

of preparation for 100 year floods or screening for bombs at the airport due to a lack of 

frequency of terrorist attacks. 

This type of management is a symptom of the combination of industry influence and the 

absence of legal empowerment to create and enforce real safety standards.  Watch the 

public comments closely.  There are more groups like Resilient Societies who recognize 

the dangers inherent in flawed policy leadership. 

 

3) Safety of the US Power Grid a Your Voice Your Future Roundtable: 

In a Your Voice Your Future roundtable discussion hosted by FOX 11, a panel 

discussed the potential threats and also offered solutions. 

RELATED | How safe is the US power grid? 

Our panel of experts was Frank Gaffney, president and CEO of the Center for Security 

Policy; Thomas Popik, president of the Foundation for Resilient Societies; and 

Wisconsin businessman Paul Nehlen. 

Watch the full roundtable discussion in the video player above. 
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