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Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in Scripture and it is about God’s Word.  It 
mentions God’s Word in 168 of its 176 verses! 
 

Psalm 119 is an acrostic poem in which each of the 22 letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet gets an 8-verse stanza.  In each stanza, each line begins with the 
same letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  So, verses 1-8 all begin with aleph, 
verses 9-16 all begin with beth, and so on. 
 

The author uses 8 different words to show various aspects of Scripture: 
 

Law/teaching (25x) Word (20x) 

Precept (21x) Commandment/Ordinance (21x) 

Judgment (19x) Statute/Decrees (21x) 

Promise (19x) Testimony (22x) 

 

1.) We encounter God when we read His Word. 
 
The Bible is God’s “testimony” about Himself.  God has taken the witness 
stand to speak Truth.  “The Word of God and the God of the Word are 
inseparables” – A. Motyer, Psalms By the Day 
 

We see as early as v.2 that to study God’s teachings is to “seek Him”.  
 

There is continuity between God’s Word and His character.  “May your 
unfailing love come to me, O LORD, your salvation according to your 
promise” (v. 41, Cf. 65).    God does that which He says He will do.  God is 
righteous and his laws are righteous (v.7).  God is eternal and His word is 
eternal (vv. 89-90, 96).  
 

God’s Word is the standard for truth (v. 142, 160), for morality (v. 75), for 
wisdom (vv. 98-100), and for guidance (v. 105).  
 

We can speak of Scripture’s sufficiency (v. 37, 43), clarity (v. 130), authority 
(v.30), and necessity (v.25, Cf. vv. 92-93, 107, 116). 

 

2.) The only Bible we have is the one we obey. 
As is the case with many important things in life, knowledge or verbal 
assent unaccompanied by action does not make any sense.  A person can 
say that they “love” their spouse, but if this is not demonstrated in action, we 
must say that it is an inadequate definition of “love”. 
 

If we really understand God’s Word, then we strive to obey it.  Psalm 119 
repeatedly calls for God’s testimony to be acted upon (vv. 4, 17, 34, 60, 
100, 106, 129).  We remember Jesus’ words in John 14.15 “If you love me, 
you will obey what I command” (Cf. Matthew 7.21-27 and James 1.22-25). 
 

Faith and obedience are “inseparable graces”.  That is to say, Scripture 
sees faith, repentance, and obedience as a package. 
 

We must have a “functional authority” of the Bible rather than a theoretical 
one.  That is, we must hold to the Bible’s teaching even when the culture 
shifts. 
 

3.) There is a connection between reading the Bible and 
delighting in God. 
“My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times” (v. 20). 
 

The Bible’s words are “sweet like honey” (v. 103).  They bring joy to the 
reader’s heart (v. 111).  The writer can say that he “loves God’s [precepts] 
exceedingly” (v. 167, Cf. 48, 97, 119, 127). 
 

We are to “delight” in the Bible (vv. 16, 24, 35, 47, 70, 77, 92, 143, 174). 
 

Response: 
What is the purpose of Scripture?  It is to drive us towards God and His 
saving work in Christ. We cannot be casual readers. 
 
When we ask God to help us make decisions, we must make sure we are 
consulting His Word.   
 
We should pray for a deeper hunger and a deeper appreciation for God’s 
Word. “Open my eyes that I may see the wonderful things in your law” (v. 
18). 


