
God of jus ce and peace, s r up in us your Holy Spirit. You work in 
our lives in ordinary water, wine and bread. May we hear your 
extraordinary love and mercy in our everyday lives. We are grateful 
for all that you have given us, our food, homes, voca ons and 
families. May we seek to ensure that all people are cared for and 
have what they need to also live out their bap smal lives. In Jesus 
name, amen. 

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 

Baptism of Our Lord 
January 10, 2016 

Weekly Household Devotions 

Luke 3: 15‐17, 21‐22 or read the story of the bap sm of Jesus out 
of a favorite children’s Bible.  

 Faith Focus 

 Daily Readings 

 Gather Together 

+ You are God’s beloved child now and forever. + 

Where did you see God today? 
Where do you pray for God’s Holy Spirit in your life today?  

Monday through Wednesday: 
God and Social Norms  

Judges 4: 1‐16, Judges 5: 12‐21, Numbers 27: 1‐11 

Reflec on: All of the OT stories about women are interes ng as they are highligh ng 
that God doesn’t always adhere to social norms. God works through all people and is 
interested in the care of all people. Who is least likely to have a voice in our culture? 
How can we care for those whom our culture doesn’t? Have you ever had an 
opportunity to give voice to someone who was not being heard?  

Thursday through Saturday: 
Humans Sin and God Forgives  

Acts 8: 18‐24, Luke 11: 14‐23, Psalm 36: 5‐10 

Reflec on: We’ve all messed up. Admi ng it can be difficult. Tell of a me when you 
had to confess and ask for forgiveness. Why do you think we speak words of 
confession and forgiveness each week in worship? What if we spoke those words to 
each other every day? What might change with this kind of daily interac on with each 
other and God? 

What does fire do? (Destroy, purify, etc.) What needs to be 
burned away in your life for the true you who God created to 
shine through? Bap sm is our communal proclama on that all 

people belong to God. If you remember or have heard the story before, share 
your bap sm story. If you haven’t been bap zed (or even if you have), share a 

me when you experienced belonging to God.  

For children: God loves you very much! You are part of God’s 
life and God’s family! We remember that we are to show God’s 
love to everyone when we light a candle. We light candles at 

bap sm as Jesus lights up our whole world and us and we share that light! 
Take a plain white candle and with permanent markers (parental supervision 
required), draw pictures or write words of God’s love for everyone. Light the 
candle each night at dinner and say a prayer for God’s love to light the whole 
world. 

For youth/adults: Bap sm isn’t just a day, it’s how we live our whole lives. A 
piece of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s bap smal liturgy states 
that as people of God we will “strive for jus ce and peace in all of the earth.” 
That seems like a really daun ng task, but here is the good news! We never do 
it alone! This week look for ONE way to connect your faith life (study, prayer, 
service, generosity, invita on, encouragement, worship) with giving voice to 
the voiceless, food for the hungry, and hope for the hopeless. Write cards for 
those who are lonely and deliver them. See if you can use 10% of the hours in 
your week (1.68 hours) to focus on those in need. Volunteer at a school, a 
shelter, or an assisted living. Don’t get overwhelmed thinking that you have to 
do everything, pick ONE thing that you are gi ed at and passionate about to 
do. This is why we work together as the people of God! Need ideas? Ask your 
neighbor or your pastor!  


