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“I try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save 
some. I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings.”  

1 Corinthians 9:22-23 

 

What matters most?   
God invites us to participate in the greatest, largest, most diverse and 
significant cause in history: growing his family.  That’s why Jesus came—
to bring people back into the relationship that matters most…with their 
Father in heaven. Nothing matters more and nothing will last as long.  In 
view of that, someone has noted there are two types of believers: 

 “Me first” believers ask, “How can God make my life more 
comfortable?” They want to use God for their purposes instead of 
being used for his purposes. 

 “God first” believers know they’ve been saved to serve and made for 
mission. They’re eager to receive a personal assignment, excited 
about the privilege of being used by God.  They care about others. 

 

A compelling example 
Paul and Silas were willing to risk everything—reputation, income, 
comfort, even life—to connect with people in whom God’s Spirit was at 
work.  Paul recounts what he endured, the risks he was willing to take: 

I have “been put in prison more often, been whipped times without 
number, and faced death again and again…Three times I was 
beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was 
shipwrecked…I have been hungry and thirsty and have often 
gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough 
clothing to keep me warm.”  2 Corinthians 11:23-27 

 

What kept them going?  They wanted to spread the good news about new 
life and forgiveness in Jesus…going to heaven instead of eternity in hell.  
Despite rejection experienced in cities like Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, 
Corinth, and Ephesus, they also found people who were ready to believe. 

The Bereans “were of more noble character…for they received 
the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11  

Invest… 
Most often, our influence begins with building genuine friendships. 
Loving authentically means we really care about other people:  treating 
them with respect, showing kindness, listening, living with integrity.  As 
friendships grow, there are opportunities to talk about the big issues of life.   

1. Let others know of your Christian faith and activities in natural ways 
(e.g. talking casually about church attendance and events).  

2. Ask questions about their beliefs and experiences with faith and 
church and simply listen appreciatively and sympathetically.  

3. Describe briefly how you processed a difficult personal problem by 
using your faith to help you get strength or pass along forgiveness.  

4. Offer to pray for (or with) a friend, neighbor, or colleague who is 
facing a challenging situation. 

5. Share your spiritual ‘narrative’—your testimony of Christian 
experience—how Jesus has made a difference in your life. 

6. Offer a book or website on a relevant topic from a Christian 
perspective. 

7. Initiate a discussion about a friends’ biggest objection to Christianity.  
8. Suggest using the Bible app to read one of the gospels at the same 

time—and then discuss the life and character of Jesus. 
9. Invite them to venues where they meet believers –not necessarily a 

church event. 
 

Invite… 
As the Lord opens up doors and spiritual interest is expressed, you might 
invite your friend to get to know other believers or hear more about Jesus:     

 Exercise and sports:  Latin Fitness, volleyball, softball, etc. 

 Young Adults (18-30 year olds): every Thursday, 7 pm 

 Ladies Latte: Monday, 7 pm (March 12, April 9, May 14) 

 MUMS (Moms Uplifting Moms):  Thurs, 9:30 am (March 15, April 12) 

 Men’s Fraternity:  every Saturday, 7:30 am 

 Recovery Groups: Keys to Recovery (Tues 7:30), Galvanized (Fri 7:30) 

 Easter Egg hunt (see bulletin today) for kids; Jr. & Sr. High groups 

 Easter service: March 31-April 1, Sat 5 & 7 pm, Sunday 9, 10:30, 12  
 

The Lord’s promise to all of his followers: “Do not be afraid; keep on 
speaking, do not be silent.  For I am with you…”  Acts 18:9-10 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


