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Topics To Discuss

 Malabar Rebellion

 100th year of Chauri Chaura

 100 years of discovery of IVC



With reference to Moplah Revolt, consider the following statements:

1) Moplah Revolt was an armed revolt staged by the Mappila of Kerala 
against the landlords in 1921.

2) The prominent leaders of the rebellion were Ali Musaliyar and 
Variyankunnath Kunjahammed Haji.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



MALABAR REBELLION

The Malabar rebellion, also known popularly as the Moplah rebellion, 
was an armed revolt staged by the Mappila Muslims of Kerala 

against the British authorities and their Hindu landlords in 1921. 

The six-month-long rebellion is often perceived to be one of the first 
cases of nationalist uprisings in Southern India. 
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Background 

Moplahs/Mappilas were the Muslim tenants (kanamdars) and 
cultivators (verumpattamdars) inhabiting the Malabar region where 
most of the landlords (janmi or jenmies) were upper caste Hindus.

Moplahs had gained some prominence over their landlords during 
the Mysorean invasions by Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. 

But after the British occupation of Malabar in 1792 (following the 3rd 
Anglo-Mysore war), the domination of the Hindu landlords was re-

established. 



In this scenario, the Mappilas soon found themselves at the mercy of 
their Hindu landlords who were sustained by the British authority as 

their agents.

It occurred within the broader spectrum of the Khilafat/Non-
cooperation movement led by Mahatma Gandhi.

Although the movement started off largely as a protest against 
British authorities, it acquired communal overtones that culminated 

into communal violence. 



Immediate Cause

Mappilas under the leadership of 
Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji 

took up arms in August 1921 due to the 
arrest of Khilafat leader Ali Musaliyar

and a widespread rumour that a 
prominent mosque in Thirurangadi has 

been raided





British suppression of the revolt

The British government responded to the 
movement with much aggression, 

bringing in Gurkha regiments to suppress 
it and imposing martial law.

Wagon tragedy: Approximately 60 
Mappila prisoners on their way to a 

prison, suffocated to death in a closed 
railway goods wagon.



By January 1922, they had taken 
back the areas held by the 

rebels and captured all their key 
leaders. 

Haji was arrested and was 
sentenced to death along with 

his compatriots. 



With reference to Indus valley Civilisation, consider the following 
statements:

1) Dhaulavira is the only site of the civilisation where city was divided 
into three parts.

2) Origin of the ‘Swastika’ symbol can be traced to the Indus Valley 
Civilization.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



100 years of discovery of IVC

In a first-ever event of its kind, the India Study Centre Trust and the 
Directorate of Archaeology and Museums of the Maharashtra 

government is celebrating 100 years of discovery of Indus Valley 
Civilisation
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Important Facts about IVC

Harappan civilization is also known as Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) 
for being situated on and around the banks of the Indus river.

It flourished around 2,500 BCE in the western part of South Asia, in 
contemporary Pakistan, western India and parts of Afghanistan.

In the 1920s, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) carried out 
excavations in the Indus valley wherein the ruins of the two old 

cities, viz. Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa were unearthed.



In 1924, John Marshall, Director-General of the ASI, announced the 
discovery of a new civilisation in the Indus valley to the world



Site Excavated by Location Important Findings

Harappa Daya Ram Sahni in 1921 Bank of river Ravi in 
Montgomery district of 
Punjab (Pakistan)

• Sandstone statues of 
Human anatomy

• Granaries
• Bullock carts

Mohenjo-Daro (Mound 
of Dead)

R.D. Banerjee in 1922 Bank of river Indus in 
Larkana district of 
Punjab (Pakistan)

• Great bath
• Granary
• Bronze dancing girl

Sutkagendor Stein in 1929 In southwestern 
Balochistan province, 
Pakistan on Dast river

A trade point between 
Harappa and Babylon

Chanhudaro N.G. Majumdar in 1931 Sindh on the Indus river • Bead makers shop
• Footprint of a dog 

chasing a cat



Site Excavated by Location Important Findings

Amri N.G. Majumdar in 1935 On the bank of Indus river Antelope evidence

Kalibangan Ghose in 1953 Rajasthan on the bank of 
Ghaggar river

• Fire altar
• Camel’s bones
• Wooden plough

Lothal R. Rao in 1953 Gujarat on Bhogva river 
near Gulf of Cambay

• First manmade port
• Dockyard
• Rice husk

Surkotada J.P. Joshi in 1964 Gujarat • Bones of horses
• Beads

Dholavira R.S Bisht in 1985 Gujarat • Only site with 3 citadels



Tit Bits related to IVC

It was home to the largest of the four ancient urban civilizations of 
Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, and China.

It was a trade based civilization which had overseas trade links with 
Mesopotamia (region of Western Asia situated within the Tigris–

Euphrates river system) attested by the discovery of Harappan seals 
there and Mesopotamian carnelian beads here.

Origin of the ‘Swastika’ symbol can be traced to the Indus Valley 
Civilization



With reference to Chauri Chaura, consider the following statements:

1) Chauri Chaura is a town in Bihar.
2) Due to this incident Mahatma Gandhi called off the Civil 

disobedience Movement. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



Chauri Chaura Incident 

On the occasion of the centenary of the Chauri Chaura incident, a 
postage stamp was released by the Prime Minister.

Chauri Chaura is a town in Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh.
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About the incident 

On 4th February, volunteers congregated in the town, and after the 
meeting, proceeded in a procession to the local police station, and to 

picket the nearby Mundera bazaar.

The police fired into the crowd killing some people and injuring many 
volunteers.

In retaliation, the crowd proceeded to set the police station on fire.



Gandhiji Reaction

He condemned the crime of the policemen's killing. The volunteer 
groups in nearby villages were disbanded, and a Chauri Chaura

Support Fund was set up to demonstrate "genuine sympathy" and 
seek atonement.

Gandhi decided to stop the Non-Cooperation Movement, which he 
saw as having been tainted by unforgivable violence. 

On 12th February, 1922, the satyagraha (movement) was formally 
suspended.
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