
GEOMETRY 
 
Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, 
triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, 
cylinders, and spheres). 
 
1. Describe objects in the environment using 
names of shapes, and describe the relative 
positions of these objects using terms such as 
above, below, beside, in front of, behind, and 
next to. 
 
Where’s the Pumpkin? 
Each month choose a different object to hide in the 
classroom.  (For example, a pumpkin in October, 
turkey in November, elf in December, snowperson in 
January, etc.)   Chose a different child each day to 
find the special object.  That child uses a complete 
sentence to tell where the object is hiding.  For 
example:  “The pumpkin is hiding behind the 
bookshelf.” 
 
Teacher Says 
This is an adaptation of “Simon Says” using the 
teacher’s name.  Give each child a geometric shape 
(paper cut out or object such as a block or marble).  
Children take the item and follow directions.  For 
example:  “Mrs. Jackson says put the sphere/marble 



beside you.  Mrs. Jackson says put the sphere below 
your chin.  Put the sphere above your head.  Oops!  
Mrs. Jackson didn’t say so!” 
 
Listen and Draw 
First, children will need to make a house out of a 
sheet of paper.  Fold the paper in half lengthwise.  
Open.  Fold the top corners to the middle crease as 

shown to create a 
triangle.  Fold the 
bottom edge so it 
covers the bottom 
of the triangle.  
Children use their 
crayons or pencil to 
listen and draw.  For 
example:  “Draw a 
door on the house.  
Make a window 

above the  door.  Draw a flower beside the door.  
Open the house and put a mouse below 
in the basement…” 
 
*This could also be done at the listening center with a 
plain sheet of paper. 
For example:  “Draw yourself in the middle of the 
page.  Make a triangle below you.  Put a sun above 
your head…” 
 



2. Correctly name shapes regardless of their 
orientations or overall size. 
 
I Spy a Shape!  
Play this traditional game using shapes.  One child 
selects an object and says, “I spy a square.”  
Classmates take turns guessing the object by using 
positional words.  “Is it in the front of the room?”  “Is it 
behind the teacher’s desk?”… 
 
Body Shapes 
Divide children into groups of 4 or 5.  Challenge them 
to lay on the floor and make shapes with their bodies.  
How many friends will you need to make a triangle?  
A hexagon?  Take photos and use these to make a 
class book of shapes. 
 
Bendables 
Offer children pipe cleaners, jump ropes, Wikki stix, 
etc. and challenge them to make various shapes out 
of the items. 
 



 
Highway Shapes 
Go to Making Learning Fun and download highway 
shapes.  Place shapes in clear sheet protectors.  
Children 
can take 
small cars 
and drive 
over the 
shapes.  
They can 
also trace 
the shapes 
with a dry 
erase 
marker and 
then erase. 
 
Spyglass 
Let children decorate toilet paper rolls with markers 
and crayons.  These are their spyglasses for finding 
shapes.  Can you spy a circle?  Can you spy a 
rectangle?    
*Use the spyglasses on a nature walk or around the 
school to identify shapes. 
 
 

http://makinglearningfun.com/


 
3. Identify shapes as two-dimensional (lying in a 
plane, “flat”) or three-dimensional (“solid”). 
 
Flat or Solid? 
Hold up a picture of a ball in one hand and a real 
ball in the other hand.  Encourage the children to 
describe the difference between the real object and 
the picture.  Explain that the ball in the picture is a flat 
circle.  It’s called two-dimensional.  The ball in your 
hand is a solid.  It’s three-dimensional.  Which one 
would you rather play with? 
 
*Demonstrate the difference between a square and 
a cube with a block.  Use a can for a cylinder and a 
birthday hat for a cone. 
   
Tell Me 
The teacher walks around the room and points to 
various objects and asks, “Is it flat or is it a solid?  Is it 
two-dimensional or three-dimensional?”  Walk around 
the school building and playground looking for flat 
shapes and solids. 
 
*For homework, have children tell their parents the 
difference between two-dimensional and three-
dimensional shapes.  Can they identify those shapes 
in their home? 
 



3-D Snack 
Take four lunch bags and write “spheres,” “cubes,” 
“cones,” and “cylinders” on the bags.  Fill the bags 
with appropriate items, such as cheese balls/spheres, 
caramels/cubes, Bugles/cones, and 
marshmallows/cylinders.  Take one bag at a time and 
say, “I have a sphere for each of you to eat.  What 
do you think it could be?”  Children brainstorm foods 
that are spheres.  Pass out a sphere to each child.  
Encourage children to name the solid and describe 
the shape before eating the item. 
 
2-D and 3-D Art  
Brainstorm artwork that is two-dimensional.  What 
artwork is three-dimensional?  Let children draw or 
paint pictures that are flat.  Give them recycled 
materials (such as paper towel rolls, tissue boxes, 
plastic water bottles) to create three-dimensional art. 
 
Analyze, compare, create, and compose 
shapes. 
 
4. Analyze and compare two- and three-
dimensional shapes, in different sizes and 
orientations, using informal language to 
describe their similarities, differences, parts (e.g., 
number of sides and vertices/”corners”) and 



other attributes (e.g., having sides of equal 
length). 
 
Shapes 
(Tune:  “Alice the Camel”) 
Triangles have three sides.  (Hold up 3 fingers.) 
Triangles have three sides.   (Draw an invisible triangle  

in the air.) 
Triangles have three sides. 
Three straight sides. 
 
Triangles have 3 corners…   
Note!  After singing about 3 corners, explain that you 
can also call those vertices.  
Triangles have 3 vertices… 
 
Squares have four sides - four equal sides…  (Hold up  

4 fingers.) 
Squares have four vertices… 
 
Rectangles have four sides - 2 short and 2 long 
sides… 
 
Hexagons have six sides – six equal sides…  (Hold up 3  

fingers on each hand.) 
 
Circles have no sides…the circle curves around.  
(Shrug shoulders and shake head.) 
 



Spy a Shape  (“Totally Math” CD) 
(Tune:  “Do You Know the Muffin Man?”) 
Do you spy a circle, circle, circle?   (Make circles with  

thumb and index finger 
Do you spy a circle in the room?      and put around  

eyes as you sing.) 
Yes, I spy a circle, circle, circle.    (Children point to a  

circle.) 
Yes, I spy a circle in the room. 
 
Can you draw a circle, circle, circle?  (Draw an  

invisible circle in the air.) 
Can you draw a circle nice and round? 
I can draw a circle, circle, circle. 
I can draw a circle nice and round.  
 
Square… 4 equal sides. 
Triangle…3 sides that slant. 
Rectangle…2 long and 2 short sides. 
 
 

 Have children draw shapes in the air with elbows, 
feet, noses, and other body parts. 
 Let children get up and touch different shapes in 
the room as you sing the song. 

 
Pretzel Shapes 
Give children pretzel sticks and pretzel twists and 
challenge them to make geometric shapes.  How 



many pretzel sticks will you need to make a 
hexagon?  How many pretzel sticks will you need to 
make a triangle? 
How can you make a circle out of the pretzel twist? 
 
5. Model shapes in the world by building shapes from 
components (e.g., sticks and clay balls) and drawing 
shapes. 
 
Draw and Eat 
Give children a paper plate, a piece of paper, and a 
pencil.  Have them draw a circle to represent the 
paper plate on their paper.  Put a triangular nacho 
chip on the plate.  Ask them to draw what it looks like 
on their paper.  Next, give them a square cracker 
and ask them to draw it.  Place a round cookie and 
a rectangular cracker on the plate for them to draw.  
Finally, they get to eat their shape snack. 
 
Shape Book 
Fold two sheets of paper in half and staple.  Children 
decorate the front of their book with shapes.  Next, 
they walk around the room and draw shapes that 
they see.  Can they label the shapes? 
 
*This would be a good homework activity to help 
children be more aware of the shapes around their 
home. 
 



Play Dough Book 
Draw geometric shapes with a marker on file folders.  
Laminate.  Bind file folders with  rings to make a book.  

Children roll 
play dough 
and place it on 
top of the 
shapes. 
 
*Challenge 
children to use 
play dough to 
make a sphere.  
Can you make 

a cube?  (You might need to demonstrate how to do 
this.  Take a ball and tap it on a table to make flat 
sides.)  Can you make a cylinder?   A cone? 
 
6. Compose simple shapes to form larger 
shapes.  For example, “Can you join these two 
triangles with full sides touching to make a 
rectangle?” 
 
Shape Art 
Cut geometric shapes out of construction paper and 
let children use them to make a collage.  Can they 
arrange them to look like an object or animal? 
 



*Cut sponges into geometric shapes and have 
children dip them in paint and stamp on paper. 
 
Box Top Puzzles 
Ask children to bring in empty food boxes.  Cut off 
the fronts of the boxes.  Children can make puzzles 
out of these by cutting them diagonally or into 
squares and other shapes. 
 
Graham Crackers 
Give each child a large graham cracker.  What 
shape is it?  Break it in half.  What shape is it now?  
Break the squares in half.  What shape do you have 
now? 
 
Heart Puzzle  
You will need a 4” square and a 4 “ circle.  Cut the 
circle in half.  Challenge the children to make a heart 
out of the square and two semi-circles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shape-O  
Cut geometric shapes of various sizes out of felt.  Cut 
the same shapes out of construction paper.  Glue the 
construction paper shapes to another sheet of paper 
to make objects similar to those shown.   

 
Children look at the 
objects and then try 
to reproduce them 
with their shapes.  
Can you make a 
square out of two 
triangles?  What 
shape can you make 
out of two squares? 
 
 


