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Barna poll:   “If you could ask God only one question and you knew he  
 would give you an answer, what would you ask?” 
Most common response:  “Why is there pain and suffering in the world?” 
 
The dangers of not asking tough questions about pain 
 

• We drift into disillusionment about God.   
 

• We consider our suffering to be a diversion from God’s purposes. 
 

• Our faith remains weak and unable to withstand the storms of life.  
“Any faith lost in suffering wasn’t a faith worth keeping.  Genuine faith 
will be tested; false faith will be lost.”  Randy Alcorn 

 
Every worldview deals with the problem of suffering 
This is not an issue that confronts Christianity alone!  Every religion is 
confronted with the need to give a satisfactory answer… as is atheism. 
For a thinking person, the question is, “Which worldview gives the most 
satisfying response?  Which perspective makes the most sense?” 
 

 
 
What Christianity affirms 
 

1. There is a personal, wise, infinite God who is all-powerful. 
Our lives are not in the hands of fickle fate or random chance. 
“I have indeed seen the misery of my people…I have heard them 
crying out…and I am concerned about their suffering.” Exodus 3:7 

• God did not create evil in the beginning. “God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very good.” Genesis 1:31; Romans 8:18-21 

• Evil resulted from the misuse of human and angelic free will. In 
Augustine's words, "evil is the absence of the good," just as 
darkness is not a thing in itself but rather is the absence of light. 

• We live in between Genesis 3 and Revelation 20, between Eden 
and the New Earth.  In 2018, things are not all right with the world. 

 
2. God came to earth in Jesus and suffered with us and for us. 

God is for us; he is not remote and uninvolved. 
"For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin." Hebrews 4:15; 2:14-15 
 

“If you don’t believe in God at all, you don’t struggle with the question 
of why life is so unjust. It just is—deal with it. But you also have none 
of the powerful comforts & joys that Christian belief can give you.” 

Tim Keller, Walking with God 
 

3. Through faith in Christ, we can know that we are saved. 
We do not have to struggle to pay the debt for our sins (like karma). 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no 
one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

“It is finished…Tetelestai!” John 19:30    Our debts are paid in full! 
 

4. There will be a real-body resurrection for all who believe. 
We get our bodies back in a state of beauty and power that we can’t 
even imagine today. The perfection of this world will be fully restored. 
“Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 

The world has gone terribly wrong. 
God is going to fix it. 

First, for his eternal glory.  Second, for our eternal good. 
   

In addition to the Bible’s teaching, gratitude is expressed for the writings of Tim Keller (noted above), Randy 
Alcorn (If God is Good), C.S. Lewis (various writings), and James Emery White (Serious Times) 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


