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Leaders Seminar – 2018-01 
Relationships In Christ 

 
Introduction 
 

 How can we develop healthy relationships as aids to mature us in Christ 

 Discipleship is maturing ourselves and others in Christ 
 
1. Relationships in the Church 

 

(1) Why are relationships important in church? 
 

 When someone walks into your church for the first time, how are they welcomed? 

 When you walk into a new church, do you hide in the back or do you go and talk 
to people? 

 Over 75% of visitors to a church do not return because no one takes any interest 
in them and they feel like they are invisible. 

 We have to not only greet visitors but involve them in church activities. Why is 
this important? 

 It is a way to express love for each other and to encourage good works. 
Hebrews 10: 24-25 (NIV) Sometimes, people just need an encouraging word 
or a sympathetic ear 

 Being able to pray together or for each other is such a powerful way to build 
relationships. James 5: 14-16 

 The demonstration of Christian fellowship has a big impact on non-believers - 
John 13:35 (NIV) 

 Decision making also requires fellowship among the church leaders - Acts 6 
and Acts 15 

 

(2) What is the difference between just attending church and being a true disciple 
 

 There is a big difference between going to church as just a social event and 
going to church to become spiritually mature. 

 A congregation matures as individual members mature - Ephesians 4:14,15; 2 
Peter 3:18; 

 What are some steps that we can take to personally grow and to help others 
grown spiritually? Let’s see what the bible says. 

 A Desire to Grow - 1 Peter 2:2  

 Scripture tells us we need to keep growing – 1 Corinthians 10:12; Philippians 
3:12-14 

 We need to feed others spiritual food to grow – Matthew 4:4 
 

Here is a small survey to see how well you are nourishing yourself and others: 
 How much time did you spend this week watching TV? 
 How much time watching sports or entertainment 
 How much time did you spend on some hobby or outside interest 
 How many hours did you spend studying your Bible? 
 How many services of the church did you attend? 
 Which do you nourish the best - your spirit or your body? 
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(3) Relationship Through Repetition 
 

 How much time do you spend developing relationships with your church? 

 We all need relationship within the church or we start to feel forgotten. This is 
something that Satan can take advantage of; 

  Our relational and spiritual growth depends on repetition as well as nourishment 
- Hebrews 5:14 
 

(4) Repentance Is Important for Growth 
 

 There are times when misunderstandings or personal offenses can happen. 
Personal pride can cause us to stumble. Proverbs 29:1 

 This can only be done through strong relationships that are founded on love and 
mutual respect. 
 

(5) Relationship Require Time 
 

 Now that we have a solid relational and spiritual foundation, we have to 
encourage each other and continue to grow through our relationships - James 
1:4 

  Some new Christians might not be willing to take the time to study and develop. 

 God’s love, patience and close relationships are critical for the continuing 
spiritual growth of all of us. 
 

(6) Don’t Become Discouraged 
 

 No one is perfect and we all make mistakes. Remember, God uses people who 
are flawed to do great works and to embarrass the proud - Matthew 16: 15-18 

 Good, solid relationships in Christ are needed to make disciples. Jesus said, “Go 
out into all the world and preach the gospel” 

 Can we only be obedient to Jesus’ command through the church? No! Small 
groups are also important. 

 

2. Small Groups 
 

 Small groups inside and outside the church are powerful tools  

 Having a small bible study group in the church or in someone’s house adds a 
personal touch that is difficult to have in a church service 

 Here are four reasons why small groups can be more beneficial to fellowship and 
learning in the church: 

 Personal discovery – We are more comfortable learning in a small group 

 Smaller groups are more effective – As we begin to know each other, it is 
easier to talk about our personal struggles 

 Deeper friendships – In good spiritual friendships, we will get to know when 
others are having problems and we can be accountable to each other so that 
full transparency is possible. 

 Maximum participation – no one can hide and everyone participates in the 
group. Lives are sharpened and leaders developed. Small groups are an 
absolute necessity for involving as many people as possible in the life and 
ministry of your church. 
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3. How To Make Friends 
 

 Many people find it difficult to talk to others, especially about God. Try the 
following steps: 
 
(1) Start by Talking to People You Know 

 Acquaintances - Try to get to know the people you normally talk to at 
school, work, or church that we just small talk with. Try to find 
somewhere where you can just hangout or have fun and get to know 
one another on a deeper level.  

 Ask Friends For Friends - If your friend is hanging out with others, how 
about seeing if you could tag along?  

 
(2) Find Someone Who Shares Your Passion 

 Chances are, if you find yourself really digging into one of your 
passions, you’ll find others who like the same thing. 

  
(3) You Make It Happen 

 Plan an event or weekly hangout that’ll put you in a great position. 
Before everyone leaves, those who are interested in keeping in touch 
can exchange numbers or email addresses. 

 
(4) Make Yourself Available 

Everyone, especially pastors, have problems finding the time to meet with 
others. We have to make ourselves available and not turn down every 
opportunity. 
 

(5) Volunteering With Christian Organizations/ Churches  
You’ll have plenty of opportunities to talk to other volunteers while also 
lending a helping hand.  

 
4. Tips on how to talk to others 
 

 Be Yourself. Be authentic; don’t try to be someone just because you think 
potential friends will like that person better. Just be you. 
 

 Listen. Seriously, listen and learn. Learn about them and just become a 
selfless listener! 

 
 Make An Effort. Oftentimes, we ask for friends yet we never make time to 

truly cultivate the relationship. Make the effort to stay in touch and grow.  
 

 Avoid Burnout. Listen, as much as you want friends, you don’t ALWAYS have 
to jump on the opportunities to do millions of things. Find a healthy balance 
between your friendship and personal life and grow. Don’t get so burned out 
that you don’t want to do things in the long run. 

 
 Be The Friend You Want. Treat your friends how you’d want to be treated. 
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 Don’t Overwhelm. Give your friend some space. Don’t overwhelm or 
overburden them with clinginess. 

 
Summary 
 

 We are all ministers of God.   

 Usually, people are more likely to come to someone’s house to discuss a spiritual 
walk than go into a church.   

 Make yourself available to someone, show the agape love of God and take 
advantages of the opportunities that God will make available to you  

 
Teachers make students. 
Relationships make disciples. 
 
100 “One anothers” in the Bible – I cannot live the Christian life or mature without you! 
 
Everyone needs a 
 
Paul – someone over you 
Timothy – someone under you 
Barnabas – someone beside you. 
 


