
Creator God, you want all of you children to be loved, cared for and safe. 
We thank you for our homes, our food, our families and our rela onships. 
May we treat each other and show each other the love that you first show 
us. We pray for all people to have a safe place to live, have enough food, 
clean water, and, most of all, love. In the name of Jesus, who blesses us 
all. Amen.  

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 

19th Sunday After Pentecost 
October 4, 2015 

Weekly Household Devotions 

Mark 10: 2‐16 ‐ Jesus teaches on divorce and blesses children  

 Faith Focus 

 Daily Readings 

 Gather Together 

+You are a beloved child of God. + 

Where did you see God today? 
Where did you need God today? 

Monday through Wednesday: 
God’s presence in mes of crisis  

Habakkuk 1: 5‐17, Habakkuk 2: 5‐11, Habakkuk 2: 12‐20 

The prophet Habakkuk is ques oning God on why God’s people are suffering at the 
hands of the Babylonians. They are mistreated, marginalized and in poverty. These 
verses essen ally ask God “Why are these things happening?” What ques ons do you 
have for God? Write them out and offer them to God in a prayer. God always hears us; 
our complaints, ques ons and fears!  

Thursday through Saturday: 
God’s healing  

Levi cus 14: 33‐53, Numbers 12: 1‐15, Luke 5: 12‐16 

Leprosy in the ancient world was one that would separate you from the rest of 
community. God desires community for all of God’s people. These texts highlight this 
separa on and restora on. What separates you from God’s community at mes in 
your life? Worries of not being “Chris an enough”? Concerns of not enough knowledge 
or faith? How have you experienced being brought into community? Who offered you 
this inclusion? How can we be sure that we are including everyone and that no one is 
separated from authen c community?  

What do you think it means to receive the kingdom of God like 
a child? What causes you to sin, and how precious is it to you? 

For adult/youth: Divorce was allowed according to Mosaic law 
and so the Pharisees were tes ng Jesus to see if he would 
uphold the tradi ons of the Israelites. Jesus affirms the law but 

offers a commentary on God’s desire for wholeness, unity and love to abide. 
Divorce was a dangerous proposi on for women in Jesus me as women only 
acquired status through marriage (the children were also at risk). Jesus is 
talking in Mark 10 about the need for all people to be cared for and to be safe. 
Jesus never says that those who are divorced are separated from God or 
God’s love. Jesus never condemns, only reveals the ways that we as humans 
are broken so that God’s healing can transform us. (Divorce can also be a way 
to care for self and others in certain situa ons. Jesus is not saying that divorce 
is not allowed or a wrong situa on. Jesus is much more concerned with all of 
God’s people being healthy, whole and in safe rela onships.) His blessing the 
children (who essen ally had no status in ancient culture) is another example 
of Jesus desiring that all people, no ma er the age, gender or social status, 
know that they are loved and included in God’s kingdom. God sees us all as 
God’s and important! How can you work on healthy rela onships this week?  

For children: Jesus loves all people of every age and size! You have important 
things to do for God in the world! Can you draw and /or write a card to send 
to a friend or neighbor telling them about God? Can you give your family 
members (Maybe even the dog or the cat! The fish might be harder…) a 
blessing (see below) every single night this week? 

Jesus loves you and you ma er to God!  


