
Shining His Light
Intergenerational Event

What is an intergenerational event?
An intergenerational event is a church-sponsored event for youth and the older adults in their lives—grandparents, 
adult mentors, role models, church sponsors, big brother/sister, prayer partner, or any adult who shares a meaningful 
relationship with the young person.

Why should my church consider hosting an intergenerational event? 
The purpose of an intergenerational event is to provide an experience in which the students and adults come together 
to celebrate the blessing of a Christ-centered relationship through activities, games, and projects. An event like 
this will also support and encourage adults in passing on the message of God’s love and forgiveness in Jesus while 
faithfully mentoring the young people in their lives.

Get Ready
Good news! CTA has everything you need to get started. This guide 
features a devotion suitable for elementary and preteen children and 
their significant adult. We’ve also included a variety of games, activities, 
and projects suitable for young and older children. 

First, read through this event guide. Second, enlist the help of 
several volunteers willing to . . .

• publicize the event
• choose center activities
• help collect event supplies
• secure activity leaders to host each center
• arrange for decorations and snacks
• follow up on event attendees

Get Set
Distribute copies of this guide to people who are interested in helping with your event. After they have looked over 
the guide, get your volunteers together to plan. 

First, brainstorm ideas for possible dates/times. For example, would an event like this be best received during the 
summer, when some of the activities could be held outside? Or would the event be a welcome diversion during the 
long days of winter? 

Next, decide on a suitable location. Consider how many participants you plan to host. Does your church have 
adequate space available for participant parking? Does the facility feature entrances, exits, and washrooms that elderly 
adults who use walkers or wheelchairs can readily access? Do you have spaces available for a variety of different 
activities (for example, tables and chairs for projects, large, open areas for games, etc.)? 

Finally, set up a timeline to detail when you will complete each planning stage. Work backward from the date of the 
event as you set up your plan. Be certain that volunteers understand their area of responsibility and the deadline by 
which their work should be completed. Here are some things to consider:

• publicity begun
• publicity completed
• activities for each center finalized
• volunteers secured to lead each activity
• devotional leader pastor, youth leader, teacher, or lay leader) recruited



• items need for each activity collected
• decoration donations delivered
• snack donations delivered
• decorations up and ready
• follow-up information sent out (after the event)

Go!
Begin by gathering everyone in your church fellowship hall, sanctuary, or an outdoor area you’ve designated. Briefly 
welcome everyone. Then set the theme and tone, using the devotion on pages 00 of this guide. It’s based on the 
theme Scripture, “The LORD is my light and my salvation” (Psalm 27:1).

Then distribute “maps” to help guide everyone to the activity stations or centers you have planned. Together, adult 
mentors and young people may choose which centers to visit. Note that center activities will run continuously.

When it’s almost time to close, use a bell or whistle to call participants back to the initial gathering place. Close with a 
brief prayer or sending song.



Shining His Light
Intergenerational Event Devotion

The LORD is my light and my salvation. Psalm 27:1

Getting Ready
Plan to present the devotion so that everyone in attendance can both see and hear you. 
Consider making/using a raised platform or stage, and use an amplification system. 

You will need a large candle and two smaller candles for this devotion. For safety’s sake, the smaller candles should have 
wax guards to catch any dripping wax. 

Secure the help of two volunteers. An older adult paired with a responsible preteen or junior high student would work best. 

Read through the entire devotion to become familiar with what you’ll say and do as you present it to event participants. 
Coach your volunteers ahead of time so they will know what to do, as well. Bookmark Psalm 27:1 in your Bible. 

Position a large, lighted candle on a table in the middle of the stage where participants can see it as they gather for the 
opening event. Position the older volunteer nearest the large, lit candle. The younger volunteer should stand beside the  
older volunteer. 

Introduction
Warmly welcome participants. Thank the two volunteers who are helping you.

You both are holding candles. What were those candles made to do?  
(They were made to shine, to light up so people can see in the dark.) 

Are your candles doing what they were created to do? (No.) How could  
we make them do what they were made to do? 

(Address the adult.) Why don’t you light your candle, using the flame on 
the candle that’s already shining? 

See! The smaller candle is now shining! It’s giving off its light—just as it 
was created to do! 

Now, there’s still one unlighted candle. (Address the younger volunteer.) 
Is your candle doing what it was created to do? (No.) 

(Address the older adult volunteer.) Can you share your light?  
(Ask the younger volunteer to tip her candle so the wick touches  
the older volunteer’s flame, igniting it.)

Now all three candles are doing what they were created to do. 

Getting to the Heart
This presentation demonstrates the words of Psalm 27:1. (Read the verse from your Bible.) 

(Point to the first volunteer.) You received light and passed it on to (name the younger volunteer.) 

This is a lot like God’s plan for the generations. We receive the faith from other believers and then we, in turn, pass it 
on. We share the light of salvation with others who don’t yet know the Savior and his forgiving love. 

The light of Christ isn’t like candlelight, though. Candles are easily extinguished, but nothing can blow out the light of 
salvation Jesus won for us on his cross. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus has overcome all the darkness of sin 
and death. The joy of the salvation Jesus offers us will never dim. That salvation is a wonderful gift and it’s meant to be 
shared—from one generation to the next, as long as time endures!



Taking It Home
(Pray together:) Dear Father, we thank you for the forgiveness and eternal life we have because Jesus died on the 
cross for us. We praise you for the eternal life we share because of his resurrection. We are so thankful for the faithful 
witness of those who have shared the light of your salvation generation after generation. Please give us the strength, 
opportunity, and boldness we need in our generation to share the light of your salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

(Plan to distribute CTA’s Shining His Light bookmarks as participants leave this area to move to the activities you have 
planned for them. Tell them the bookmark will serve as a reminder of the light of the Gospel they have received and the 
honor God has given them in allowing them to pass it on.)
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Center Activities and Ideas
Here are some options you might want to offer during the activity portion of your intergenerational event. Choose 
enough ideas so that no station will be over-crowded. It’s best to choose a variety of options that will appeal to a wide 
range of ages and abilities. 

Don’t forget to plug into the specific talents and interests of your event volunteers. For example, if someone in your 
church blows glass or does card tricks or walks on stilts or rides a unicycle, invite them to perform in one of the 
stations you plan. 

Participants may choose to spend the majority of their time at one or two centers. Or they may try every activity you 
make available. The point is for people from two or more generations to have fun together, to celebrate the bond they 
share with one another because of Jesus.

Games
•  Board games. Clear out those closets and see if anyone might like to play a quick game 

of Chutes and Ladders, dominoes, checkers, or Connect Four. (Leave the chess set and 
Monopoly games at home. Such games take too long to fit well in this setting.)

•  Lawn games. Think croquet, Frisbee golf, horseshoes, washers, lawn darts, bocce ball, 
or ladder ball.

•  Sports. Active adults and their younger partners may enjoy a game of catch (provide 
gloves and baseballs or softballs) or ultimate Frisbee. If your parking lot has a 
basketball hoop, a free throw competition might be fun.

•  Scavenger Hunt. Hand out lists of items for participants to find, both in and around your facility. If your group 
includes older youth, you can give teams disposable cameras and tell them to take pictures of specific things 
around the neighborhood. As teams return, score their collections and hand out CTA’s Shining His Light pocket 
card and lapel pin to everyone who participates. Children may prefer a more age-appropriate prize. CTA offers 
many appropriate items.

•  “Getting to Know You” Bingo. Ahead of time, make Bingo grids. Instead of numbers, list criteria in each section. 
For example: Someone who walked to the event today; someone who ate a hamburger this week; someone  
who has lived in the same house his or her entire life, etc. Use the template included in this guide, and feel free  
to change the suggested criteria to suit your event and your participants. (Remember to move the words 
around so not everyone has the same sheet!) Encourage the members of the group to meet each other and 
ask questions until someone has filled in enough names to make a Bingo (five topics in a row—diagonally, 
horizontally, or vertically).

Crafts
•  Encourage participants to make “Thumbprint Cards.” Cut card stock into 4 x 6-inch pieces and provide inked 

stamp pads along with fine-point Sharpie pens. Show participants how to transform prints from their thumbs 
and fingers into animals, flowers, and much, much more. Need inspiration? Check out a book or two by Ed 
Emberley, the king of fingerprint pictures. 

•  Provide materials and samples for your guests, encouraging them to make key chain fobs. Braid or bead designs 
and attach them to key rings.

•  In one activity center, provide origami paper and instruction books. Encourage partners to make items that 
match their abilities and interests.

•  Very young children may simply enjoy coloring a picture with their mentor.

Projects
•  Partners may work together to make cards, door hangers, or pictures to deliver to the congregation’s shut-ins or 

nursing home residents after the event.

•  Provide fleece-tie blanket kits. Suggest that event participants tie the fleece pieces together to make blankets for 
local children’s hospitals, homeless shelters, and other area charities.



•  Invite children and adults to help assemble care packages for military personnel or college students.

•  Enlist the help of event partners to fill seasonal gift baskets or boxes with food for needy families (for example, 
Thanksgiving or Christmas dinners, or Easter food baskets). To turn this into a true witnessing opportunity, 
include CTA devotion books in each gift basket or box.

•  After the event ends, take part as a group in various service projects around the neighborhood—cleaning up 
litter, planting a community garden, sponsoring blood drives, etc. Remind participants of all ages that their 
service is another way to shine God’s light into the lives of others.

Photo Op
•  Photos can help participants remember your event long after it ends. 

Set up a simple backdrop (for example, tack a sheet to the wall). Provide 
silly props, if you like. Take pictures of each young person with his or 
her adult mentor. Encourage both serious and silly poses. 

•  Consider presenting each photo in an attractive frame as a special gift 
and encouragement to share the faith.  
If you can’t print photos on site, be sure to get participants’ addresses 
so photos can be mailed or e-mailed to them later. 

Food
•  Plan a snack center guests can visit at any time during the event, or plan to serve a snack as the event ends. 

Provide ice cream with a variety of toppings participants can add to it. Or set out ingredients for Trail Mix and let 
each participant fill a small plastic bag with spoonfuls of those ingredients they like best (for example, chocolate 
chips, popcorn, fish crackers, mini pretzels, raisins, cheese crackers, mini marshmallows). Take care to avoid 
anything with peanuts; more and more children today have severe peanut allergies.

•  Serve seasonal foods, like fresh strawberries or melons. Or serve fruit salad or fruit pies. 

•  You can go all out and serve a complete meal—a chili dinner in late fall or grilled hot dogs and hamburgers  
in summer.

•  Cakewalks can be fun and you don’t even need cakes! Simply place several cookies inside individual plastic bags. 
Print a number (1–10) on card stock and laminate each card. Tape the numbers in a large circle on the floor. 
Participants will walk around the circle from number to number as music plays. When the music stops, each 
participant stops moving. A number is drawn and the person standing on that number can choose a snack. The 
game then continues as before.

Follow Up
No matter how you organize your intergenerational event, you will want to follow up. 

•  As the event ends, spend a few minutes together. Ask participants to name the best parts of their day. Encourage 
them to suggest changes for next time, too. 

•  Phone or e-mail participants within a week of your event to thank them for coming and share information about 
events and worship services you’re planning for the future.

•  Send a “Thank You for Participating” postcard to everyone who attends. (Check out CTA’s FREE downloadable “thank 
you” note and other helpful templates at www.CTAinc.com/FREE.) On the card, include a comment encouraging 
adult recipients to continue sharing the faith with young people.
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Someone who 
walked to the 
event today

Someone who 
owns a sports car

Someone whose 
baptismal birthday 
is in March

Someone who ate 
an hamburger this 
week

Someone who read 
their Bible today 

Someone who has 
lived in the same 
house his or her 
entire life

Someone who has 
traveled to another 
country

Someone whose 
favorite color is 
purple

Someone who 
can play a musical 
instrument

Someone who has 
been to Disney 
World

Someone who can 
recite a poem

Someone who has 
gone to the same 
church all his or her 
life

Someone who likes 
spinach 

Someone who is 
allergic to cats or 
dogs

Someone who can 
say John 3:16 from 
memory

Someone who likes 
to sing

Someone who has 
never been outside 
of the state

Someone who is 
afraid of spiders 

Someone who has 
more than two 
siblings

Someone who has 
a funny nickname

Someone who 
doesn’t like ice 
cream

Someone who can 
do a cartwheel 

Someone who 
can name three of 
Jesus’ disciples

Someone who 
loves Jesus!

Someone who has 
never had a cavity

“GETTING TO KNOW YOU” BINGO
Get to know each other better! 

Find people who match each description below, and ask them to sign their 
names in the boxes corresponding to the criteria. The first person to have five 
signatures in a row wins!


