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“What has happened to our Values?” 
 
A record attendance of over 230 people 
heard Julian Burnside  AO QC speak on this 
topic on 19 February. It was a stirring start to 
PCNV meetings for 2017. 
 
Notes on the next page provide an 
introductory report that highlights some of 
the main topics dealt with.  The full audio 
from the meeting will be available soon as 
an audio file for downloading from the PCNV 
website: www.pcnvictoria.org.au 
 
Entry fees of $1,554 were donated to the 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
Page 2: Notes of the Address by Julian 
Burnside AO QC on February 19. 
Page 3: News: Emerging Church 2017, the 
new 2017 program from Beyondering, and 
The Ghandhi Oration by Hugh Mackay. 
Page 4: Review: The Mind of the Islamic 
State by Robert Manne. 
Page 5: PCNV program for Sunday 19 
March. Speaker: Reem Sweid, “There are 
1.6 billion Ways to be Muslim”  
 

 

 

“Making a difference to how we live” 
After eleven years as a network providing opportunities to share perspectives on 
contemporary progressive Christianity, it has become clear that the main interest of 
members is now on the practical differences these perspectives can make to how we live. 
It is often said, “We need to move beyond deconstruction of older and more traditional 
ways of thinking about Christianity to implications for what actually enriches how we live 
now.” When this is said it is not about abandonning big issues or a broad vision to focus 
on  pragmatic details. It is about vision and practices that make a difference to how we 
live. 
The first six PCNV programs for 2017 adopt this new stance: 
February 19: “What has happened to our values?” grappled with one of Australia’s 
most persistent ethical dilemmas – how we treat asylum seekers. 
March 19: “There are 1.6 Billion Ways to be Muslim” addresses the everyday question 
for Australians of how we understand and relate to Muslim people. This meeting will 
introduce members to an aspect of Islam in Australia most of us know little about – the 
speaker is President of Muslims for Progressive Values. See the program details on the 
final page of this newsletter. 
The four meetings on the fourth Sundays in April, May, June and July will be a 
series in which a team of presenters will help us with a process to identify the practical 
implications for living of very different understandings of Christianity. Each session 
separately and the series cumulatively will give participants opportunities to identify what 
makes a difference to their lives. More detail soon in the next newsletter. 
The Committee will value feedback on these approaches to PCNV programs for 2017. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



“WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO OUR 
VALUES?” 

Report of an address by Julian Burnside 

Julian Burnside addressed a full house at 
the Ewing Memorial Centre, Stonnington 
UC East Malvern, on February 19.  He 
began with an account of the Tampa affair 
in 2001, the catalyst for his own 
involvement with the asylum seeker issue. 

The Howard Government lied to the public 
by calling the boat arrivals ‘illegal maritime 
arrivals’.  (Under international law they are 
entitled to asylum.) The use of Australian 
Special Forces, the creation of the Border 
Protection Policy and the ‘Pacific Solution’ 
were all politically motivated actions.  

Asylum seekers come via Indonesia, 
where they are allowed a one-month visa, 
but face jail if they overstay.  It would take 
years from there to find a country to accept 
them.   

Would you get on a people-smuggler’s 
boat? 

Currently there are more than 2000 
detainees on Manus Island and Nauru. 

On Manus  the average time of detention 
is 3 years. There have been deaths, 
notably Reza Barati in Feb. 2014. 
According to one ‘certainly not a bleeding 
heart’ doctor who worked there: 

• Manus is like a concentration camp 
• It is 1000 times worse than any 

prison he has known. 
• Its real purpose is to break the 

spirits of the detainees. 
A Labor MP (anonymous) admitted being 
shocked by the above report but said: ‘Of 
course it would be political suicide for the 
Labor Party to change its policy’. 

Nauru is the centre for unaccompanied 
women and children. 

Staff trade privileges in return for sex. (e.g. 
30 seconds longer in the shower.) 

Children are sexually assaulted. 

It is a criminal offence for staff to report problems. 

Australia’s human rights record is not good. 

Why did we know about the Stolen Generation 
and do nothing? 

What are we doing about Aboriginal deaths in 
custody? 

Why did it take 5 years before there was action to 
obtain the release of two Australian detainees in 
Guantanamo Bay?  

Where do we go from here, given that neither 
major party will back down from the current 
policy? 

We must challenge the branding of asylum 
seekers as ‘illegal’.    

We must ask why the Federal Government spends 
approximately $500,000 per annum per person in 
detention for total expenditure of thousands of 
millions. 

One radical alternative is to bring all current 
asylum seekers on Nauru and Manus Islands to 
the Australian mainland. 

Then, as a result, more boats will start arriving. 

These boats might bring as many as 25,000 
asylum seekers to Australia.  

These people should be held for one month for 
processing, then 

• they may work 
• they are allowed access to Medicare and 

Centrelink. 
• they are required to keep in touch with 

Immigration 
• they must live in a regional town or city. 

 

The cost of such a humane acceptance of asylum 
seekers would cost no more than current 
expenditure on detention centres.  And eventually 
our new arrivals would even start paying taxes! 

This address was followed by an enthusiastic 
question and answer session, after which our 
thanks to Julian was expressed by a standing 
ovation. 

- Lorna Henry 



“THE STATE OF THE NATION 
STARTS IN YOUR STREET” 

On January 30, Hugh Mackay delivered 
the Gandhi Oration at the University of 
New South Wales with the title the words 
at the top of this column. 

An edited version was published online at 
the address at the end of this report. As 
with all Hugh Mackay’s addresses and 
writings, it combines well-informed 
observations of life in Australia with 
powerful insights into socially constructive 
action. 

It is well worth reading. 

His concluding section headed “We can 
change” starts with a sombre catalogue of 
issues that we need to recognise in 
Australia:  

To conclude, let me revisit the state of the 
nation – our growing disenchantment with 
institutions, our tendency to disengage 
from the serious social issues that confront 
us – homelessness, the plight of asylum 
seekers, the enduring problem of 
Indigenous Australians’ health and 
wellbeing, the problem of growing 
inequality of income, the fragmentation of 
families, neighbourhoods and 
communities, and – perhaps as a 
consequence of that – the rising epidemic 
of anxiety. 

His conclusion is to urge becoming 
engaged, be there, make a difference. 

If enough of us start living as if this is the 
kind of society we want it to be, that’s the 
kind of society it will become. As Gandhi 
put it: 
 
“You may never know what results come of 
your actions, but if you do nothing, there 
will be no results.” 

 

http://theconversation.com/hugh-mackay-
the-state-of-the-nation-starts-in-your-
street-72264 

 

 

 
EMERGING CHURCH 2017 

 
Emerging Church is an important expression 
of what progressive Christianity can mean for 
a gathering service. 

On the third Sunday of each month, February to 
November, 5.00pm to 6:30pm, a team leads a 
worship service, non-traditional in its format and 
theology.  Attendees are invited to consider new 
ways of thinking about their faith in a relaxed, 
meditative style, with different music styles, 
images and film, a short reflection and silence.  

The gathering includes an informal shared light 
meal - a small plate of food is requested 

The venue is 

Manningham Uniting Church, 

152 Andersons Creek Road, 

East Doncaster (Melway 34 E6), 

A poster accompanies this newsletter. It could be 
displayed on a notice board to let people know of 
this opportunity to “find spiritual resources for 
following Jesus in a world of change and 
challenge”. 

 

 

Beyondering has launched a new 
program of activities for 2017 

“We are so pumped to finally get Beyondering 
back out into the airwaves! Season 2 will feature 
guests such as Rob Bell, Peter Rollins, Diana 
Butler Bass & Richard Rohr among others.   

So get on it! Subscribe in iTunes or Soundcloud (if 
you haven't already) and you may have to wake 
them up as it's been a while.   We look forward to 
you journeying with us as we launch season 2” 

Part of 2017 activities is The Beyondering 
Bookclub. 

Find details at the Beyondering website: 

beyondering.com.au 

 



Review 

THE MIND OF THE ISLAMIC 
STATE. 

by ROBERT MANNE 

Published by Redback, October 2016.  192 
pages. $22.99, free delivery. From 

www.blackinkbooks.com.au/books/mind_is
lamic-state 

The author is Emeritus Professor of 
Politics at La Trobe University and a highly 
regarded author and commentator. In a 
relatively short space he describes how the 
worldview of Islamic State evolved. 
I am not adequately qualified to provide a 
comprehensive review of this important 
book. However, I have finished reading it 
better informed and somewhat shaken by 
the depiction of the reality of Islamic State 
which is part of our daily news cycle.  
For Australians who want to understand 
the radical differences between the Islam 
of Islamic State and the Islam of most of 
our Muslim fellow Australians, this book 
will be an eye-opener. Some sections are 
complex to read as they delineate thinking 
and geo-political realities with which we 
may not be familiar. But in helping us 
understand the details of what actually 
happened leading up to the present, the 
author makes it possible for us to see with 
fresh clarity what is now happening. 
The book traces in careful detail the 
development of the ideas and practices 
that were eventually adopted by Islamic 
State - from beginnings in the writings of 
individual theorists and significant 
tacticians, through the violent and 
successful war against the Russian 
invasion of Afghanistan, involvement with 
al-Qaeda, the eventual severing of all links 
with al-Qaeda in 2014, and the adoption of 
brutal public horror as a strategy to win the 
conflict.  
It is a fascinating and frightening story of 
original religious convictions being 
modified by arguments that the end 
justifies the means.  
 

Manne notes that bin Laden saw the military base 
the Americans established in Saudi Arabia as an 
invasion. “The United States had invaded the 
Arabian Peninsula – the lands of Mecca and 
medina – which the Prophet had argued must be 
cleansed of Christians.“ (Page 87). In the 
Afghanistan war, bin Laden could claim that the 
fighting of the mujahidin ‘was unstained with any 
blood of innocent people’.  But later activities 
involved the killing of many innocent people. “Bin 
Laden’s conversion to martyrdom operations 
involved two elements that sat uneasily with 
traditional Islamic jurisprudence: suicide and the 
killing of Muslims and women and children”. (Page 
101) 
A horrifying part of the book describes the 
rationale for the terrible scenes of public 
beheadings as a carefully thought through strategy 
to cause terror and to weaken the will of the 
Western world to oppose the Islamic State. “It’s 
simple purpose is to fill the enemy’s hearts with 
fear and to leave them with feelings of 
hopelessness”. (Page126) 
“But there is another, more complex political end. 
As the war progresses, one of the most important 
ambitions of the mujahidin is to ‘polarise’ society 
into two camps: the followers of falsity and the 
followers of truth. By making ‘this battle very 
violent, such that death is a heartbeat away’,  
people will come to realise that they must chose 
between one kind of death promising Paradise 
and another promising Hell. … As the mujahidin 
gradually gain the upper hand over the Crusaders 
and their taghut (apostate) regimes, people will 
flock to them because of their strength.” (Pages 
126-127) 
The discussion of Islamic State includes the 
unsatisfactory terms sometimes used to refer to 
them. For example: “Apart from the difficulty of 
shrugging off its Protestant American 
associations, the term ‘Islamic fundamentalism’ in 
no way allows for a distinction to be drawn 
between textually literalist but politically quietist 
Muslims and the textually literalist but politically 
revolutionary jihadists.” (Page 17) 
I recommend it as an informative and disturbing 
book directly relevant to anyone who wants to 
understand contemporary religion and to have an 
informed position on the threat of terrorism. 
- David Merritt 



 

 
The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria 

 
invites you to 

 

“There are 1.6 Billion Ways to be Muslim”                                  
with 

 

 
 

Reem Sweid 
President of Muslims for Progressive Values in Australia 

!
WHEN:    Sunday 19 March 2017  
             3.00pm to 5.00pm 
 

WHERE:     Ewing Memorial Centre of Stonnington Uniting Church 
      Corner of Burke Rd and Coppin St., Malvern East. Melway 59 G12 
      Parking in Coppin Street and Bourke Road. 
 
 

REEM SWEID is a social policy researcher, progressive Muslim advocate and 
founder and president of Muslims for Progressive Values in Australia. She is a 
doctoral student at the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation. 
Her area of interests include government social cohesion policy, countering 
violent extremism, Muslim communities and social identity. Reem has been 
awarded a Masters degree from the London School of Economics and Political 
Science and a Bachelors from Brown University (RI, USA). She has published in 
academic journals, mainstream media and government policy papers. Reem is a 
consultant with Global Reconciliation and is passionate about advocating for 
more progressive, just and compassionate communities around the world. Her 
Syrian ethnicity continues to be the anchor of her identity and the source of 
inspiration for her work.  
 

PCNV meeting cost is $7 ($5 for members) 


