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“No matter how many promises God has made,  
they are ‘Yes’ in Christ.”  2 Corinthians 1:20; Joshua 21:45 

 

Imagined Orders  
In his book Sapiens, Yuval Noah Harari suggests one of the 

exclusive abilities people have is to create what he calls imagined orders.   
For example, traffic lights. There is no inherent power in red-

colored lights that cause people to observe them (or not ); we have 
agreed to their meaning. Whether any cars are coming, we remain 
stopped at the intersection until the light turns.  Money, insurance, nations, 
corporations, laws, units of measure—they are all imagined orders.   

Jesus was a master at challenging imagined orders. 
He upset paradigms.  He surprised people.  He valued all people, 

including those who were discriminated against, in a way that honored 
their “image of God” masterpiece…and fulfilled the Father’s promises. 

 

God makes a big promise:  His family is for everyone 
While God starts with Abraham, the first Jew and founding father of Israel, 
God’s intent was always that his family could be composed of not just 
Jewish people, but Gentiles (non-Jews), too. 

The LORD had said to Abram…“I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you…and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.”  Genesis 12:1-3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:4,14 

 

 The promise is repeated over and over in the Old Testament. 
“You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me.  I will 
make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring my salvation to 
the ends of the earth.”  Isaiah 49:6; Psalm 67:2; 72:17; 1 Kings 8:43,60 

 Jesus affirms the promise. 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 

 

Promises always face obstacles 
In this instance, there was lots of tension between Jews and Gentiles.  
Huge prejudice was present; could God’s family really be for both?    

God always keeps his promises 
He gives simultaneous visions to create a divine appointment and 
overcome the cultural barriers.  The result?  His family goes global. 

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came 
on all who heard the message.  The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on Gentiles.”  Acts 10:44-45 

 

 God had chosen Israel to be a people who were set apart, in a 
special relationship with the Lord, but it was always with a purpose:  
they would be a blessing to the nations…shining God’s light and 
one day welcoming non-Jews into the family.  Acts 10 is that day! 
“The Scripture…announced the gospel in advance to Abraham:  ‘All 
nations will be blessed through you’…God “redeemed us in order 
that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
through Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:8,14; Romans 1:16; Ephesians 2:14-18 

 

 
 

God makes promises to us…     Obstacles exist  
 Every sin can be forgiven (1 John 1:9)  I feel a lot of guilt 

 No one is turned away (John 6:37; Acts 10:34f) What about big failures  

 God hears our prayers (1 John 5:14)  Delays happen 

 Home in heaven awaits (John 14:3)  I can’t see it 

 Suffering is compensated (2 Corinthians 4:17) Devastating situations 

 God’s plans will work out (Psalm 138:8) Seems confusing 
  
Making it personal: 
 

 Like Abraham, will I choose to be “fully persuaded that God has 
power to do what he has promised”?  Romans 4:21 

 Even if there is a delay, am I willing to trust that God has a bigger 
picture, “a heavenly homeland” waiting for me?  Hebrews 11:13, 16 

 How does it strengthen my faith to look at the ways God kept his 
promises to followers who have gone before me? 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

https://mwcma.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13f5fcbd201120c9abc734cf3&id=b517b0ad1f&e=bc4d1c7e58

