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Teaching 
 
1. Our Need For A Ceremony 
 
Genesis 1:26-28, NIV – (26) Then God said, "Let us make 
man in our image, in our likeness …” (27) So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. (28) God blessed them 
and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. …” 
 
Every human is created in God’s own image and likeness, 
and they are created to be fruitful, impact their world, and 
leave a legacy for the next generation. As a result, every 
parent rightly has a sense that their children have a special 
purpose, a special destiny. Why is that? Because no matter 
what their spiritual upbringing, the human spirit within them, 
given by God, senses this God-given destiny in their 
children. 
 
This God-given sense excites us about the potential of each 
one of our children, and it also motivates many people to 
want to perform some sort of ritual or ceremony to dedicate 
their child to their destiny, and to their creator. 
 
People often call this ceremony a “Child Dedication”, but in 
reality, we are also dedicating ourselves as parents, as 
well as our children. 
 
When we look into the faces of our children, and behold the 
wonder in their eyes, and the potential we see, we are often 
driven to say, “We can’t do this alone, we need help from our 
family, and if there is a God, we sure need His help too!” And 
so part of this ceremony, is to ask God for His help, and to 
admit that we need the help of our families also. 
 
 
 



In the Bible, there are two Biblical examples, and two Biblical 
principles concerning child dedication. 
 
2. Two Biblical Examples 
 
An Old Testament Example Of Child Dedication 
 
We have an example of a child dedication in the Old 
Testament, where Hannah, who had been barren for many 
years, dedicated her son Samuel to the Lord in gratitude 
for God blessing her with a child. 
 
1 Samuel 1:25-28, NIV – (25) … [Elkanah and Hanna] 
brought the boy [Samuel] to Eli [the priest], (26) and she said 
to him, "As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who 
stood here beside you praying to the LORD. (27) I prayed for 
this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of 
him. (28) So now I give him to the LORD. … 
 
And as we know, because Samuel was dedicated to God, he 
grew up with the hand of the Lord upon him, and he became 
a great leader and prophet for God. 
 
A New Testament Example Of Child Dedication 
 
We have a second example, in the New Testament, of a child 
dedication, when Joseph and Mary brought the baby Jesus 
to the temple to be presented to the Lord.  
 

Luke 2:22, NIV – (22) When the time of their purification 
according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph 
and Mary took [Jesus] to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord. 
 

In response to their faithfulness, God moved two people, 
Simeon and Anna, to prophecy the destiny of Jesus to 
everyone present. Jesus Himself, even though He was the 
son of God, still needed to be dedicated to God, by His 
mother, Mary and step-father, Joseph. 
 

3. Two Biblical Principles 
 
The Principle Of Image 
 
Even though we have both an Old Testament and New 
Testament example, we have two even greater principles to 
guide us. 
 
The first Biblical principle comes from Matthew 22, where 
Jesus was asked if it is right to pay taxes to an ungodly 
government. 
 
Matthew 22:15-21, NKJV – (15) Then the Pharisees (16) … 
sent to [Jesus] … saying … (17) Tell us … what do You 
think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" (18) … 
Jesus … said, … (19) Show Me the tax money." So they 
brought Him a denarius. (20) And He said to them, "Whose 
image and inscription is this?" (21) They said to Him, 
"Caesar's." And He said to them, "Render therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
that are God's." 
 
Jesus showed them a Roman coin, and said “who’s image is 
on it?” They replied, “Caesar’s”. In response, Jesus said, “Then 
give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s”.  
 
The coin was created by Caesar, and had his image imprinted 
on it, and so Jesus said that it was right to give it back to 
Caesar. 
 
However, from the Bible, we understand that every child is 
created in the image of God, and carries God’s image on them. 
So as God’s stewards, we should receive each child that God 
gives us, dedicate them back to God, and then raise them on 
God’s behalf. 
 
 
 
 



The Principle Of Building A Godly Pathway 
 
The second principle is found in Proverbs 22. 
 
Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way it should go and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
 
When parents choose to dedicate themselves and their child 
to the Lord, and look to God for guidance and wisdom, we 
can begin building a godly pathway for our children to follow 
in, as they grow to maturity. 
 
 

Dedication 
 
So what is an appropriate way to dedicate our children? 
 
1. Dedication Of Parents 
 
First, we dedicate ourselves as parents. 
 
[Fred and Milla], do you promise to love each other, to the 
very best of your ability and with God’s help, and will you seek 
to model and display that love before [Joshua], so that as [he] 
grows into adulthood, [he] will naturally demonstrate that same 
quality of love to others. If so, please respond by saying "we 
do." 
 
[Fred and Milla], by choosing to be here today and stand 
before God and your family, do you hereby declare your desire 
to dedicate yourselves as God’s selected parents for 
[Joshua], to raise [him] with all the wisdom and compassion 
and strength that God will give you? If so, please respond by 
saying "we do." 
 
 
 
 

[Fred and Milla], so that [Joshua] may experience the 
abundant life that Christ offers, will you do your best to seek 
and take advantage of all of the God-given resources available 
for you, including the resources of church, parents, family, and 
friends, so that you may provide [Joshua] with as much 
positive and godly influence as you possibly can? If so, please 
respond by saying, “we do.” 
 
2. Dedication Of Grandparents, Family Members & 

Close Friends 
 

Modeling the kind of love that God wants [Joshua] to 
experience, cannot be done alone. It requires the help of 
others. For this reason, [Fred and Milla] will need to call upon 
the help of their parents and family members, and their close 
friends. Will family and friends please stand. 
 

Do you hereby declare your desire to help [Fred and Milla] 
fulfill the promises they have just made by praying for them, 
encouraging them, and being available to provide godly 
counsel and other practical support when they request it? If 
so, please respond by saying "we do." 
 

Also, so that [Joshua] may experience the abundant life 
that Christ offers, do you promise, with God's help, to 
encourage, to love, and to pray for [Joshua], and to be godly 
examples in the way you live before [him]? If so, please 
respond by saying, “we do”. 
 

3. Dedication Of Child 
 

[Fred and Milla], do you receive [Joshua], with gratitude, 
as God’s gift to you and your family? If so, please respond 
by saying, “we do”. 
 

Since [Joshua] is created in the image and likeness of God, 
and as such [he] really already belong to God, do you take 
your place as God’s stewards, chosen by God for the 
responsibility – and adventure of raising [him] on behalf of 
God? If so, please respond by saying, “we do”. 
 



Do you now desire, to dedicate [Joshua] back to God, so that 
you have available to you all the resources of heaven, to raise 
[him] as the precious and divinely created gift that [he] is? If 
so, please respond by saying, “we do”. 
 

4. Father’s Prayer 
 
[Fred], representing yourself and [Milla], I now invite you to 
dedicate [Joshua] to [his] heavenly Father. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
 
Thank you for this treasured child of ours. Although You have 
entrusted [him] to [Milla] and I, we know [he] really belongs to 
You. Like Hannah offered Samuel, we dedicate [Joshua] to 
You, Lord. 
 
Help us as parents, Lord, in our weaknesses and 
imperfections. Give us strength and godly wisdom to raise 
[Joshua] according to Your principles. Please keep [Joshua] 
walking on the path that leads to godliness. Help [him] to 
overcome the temptations in this world and every sin that 
would try to trap [him]. 
 
Dear God, please send Your Holy Spirit to lead and guide 
[him]. Every day assist [him] to grow in wisdom and maturity, 
in grace and knowledge, in kindness, compassion and love.  
 
Help us to never neglect our responsibilities before You as 
[Joshua’s] parents and Your stewards. Please let our 
commitment to raise [Joshua] in a way that is pleasing to You, 
cause [him] to forever testify of Your faithfulness. 
 
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 
5. Minister’s Prayer For [Joshua] and Parents 
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